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The cross. A brutal instrument of torture, humiliation, and death. In the Roman 
world, it was reserved for the worst criminals—a public display of shame meant to 
strike fear into the hearts of all who saw it. Yet, for us as believers, the cross is not a 
symbol of disgrace but of hope, love, and redemption. How could something so  
terrible become something so wonderful? 
 

The Apostle Paul puts it plainly in 1 Corinthians 1:18: "For the message of the cross 
is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the  
power of God." What the world saw as weakness, God transformed into the greatest 
victory of all time—the defeat of sin and death through Jesus Christ. 
 

This transformation is reflected in some of the most cherished hymns of our faith. 
"The Old Rugged Cross" speaks of the shame of the cross but also the believer’s  
devotion to it: "I will cling to the old rugged cross and exchange it someday for a 
crown." Isaac Watts’ classic hymn "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" invites us 
to marvel at the love poured out there: "Love so amazing, so divine, demands my 
soul, my life, my all." And Chris Tomlin’s "The Wonderful Cross" echoes this truth, 
declaring, "Oh, the wonderful cross, bids me come and die and find that I may truly 
live." 
 

The beauty of the cross is that what the world saw as defeat, God used for His  
greatest triumph. Jesus endured the cross "for the joy set before Him" (Hebrews 12:2) 
— that joy being our redemption and reconciliation to God. The shame was real, but  
it was swallowed up in victory. 
 

Historically, the early Christians did not use the cross as a symbol right away. It 
was too closely associated with suffering and death. But as they came to understand 
Christ’s victory over the grave, the cross transformed in their eyes. By the fourth 
century, after Emperor Constantine outlawed crucifixion, the cross had become a 
central image of Christian faith. Scholar N.T. Wright affirms this shift, noting, 
"Jesus' death was seen not as a tragic end but as the foundation of a new  
beginning—the new creation that God was bringing into the world through Him." 
 

As we prepare to celebrate Easter, we invite you to reflect on the wonder of the 
cross and the hope it brings. Join us on April 20th as we rejoice in Christ’s  
resurrection: 

 

7:00 AM – Sunrise Service: Awake the day to see HE IS RISEN 
8:00 AM – Breakfast: Enjoy fellowship over a delicious meal. 
9:00 AM – Easter Egg Hunt: A fun-filled activity for the kids. 
10:00 AM – Praise Service: Lift your voices in worship as we celebrate our  
                     Risen Savior! 

 

This Easter, may we once again stand in awe of the wonderful cross—the place 
where shame was turned into glory, death into life, and sorrow into everlasting joy.  
 

See you there! 
 
In His love, 

Pastor Ryan Shields 

The Wonderful Cross: A Symbol of Shame Turned to Glory 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kids Sunday School, 
  7th/8th Grade  
    Confirmation Class, 
      HIGH SCHOOL Class,  
        Adult Class all @  
          9:00 am each week 
 

Sunday Worship &  
Branching Out  
  Kids Church @ 
    10:00 am each week 
 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Throughout Lent we 
have challenged the 
church together to  
read the entire New  
Testament following the 
Bible Recap plan. A copy 
of the reading list is  
included in this  
newsletter or for deeper 
study you can order the 
Bible Recap study  
materials by contacting 
the office or through 
thebiblerecap.com 

We will collect donations 
of individually wrapped 
candy for our Annual Egg 
Hunt through April 13th 
in the church office.   
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Council regularly 

meets at the 

Church monthly 

on the  

2nd Monday  

at 7:00 pm 

in the Coffee 

Room next to 

the Kitchen 

   Council Minutes: February 2025 
 

 The Trinity United Church of Christ, Elliston Church Council met on Monday, February 10 at 
7:11pm. Ben Sutter, President, called the meeting to order. Pastor Ryan Shields opened with prayer. 
Those in attendance were as follows: Pastor Ryan, Ben Sutter, Troy Wittman, Ryan Chamberlain, 
Keaston Reif, Blake Traver, Todd Witt, Laura Clement, Connie Gahler, Sean Hoeft, Veronica 
McMonigle, Brad Jess via phone.  
 

Reports  
  Jordan Moore from GenoaFinancial provided an update on the church’s investment accounts.  
 

Recording Secretary:  
  Troy motioned to approve the minutes. Kim 2nd. MC.  
 

Administrative Assistant + Financial:  
  Reports were reviewed. Pastor Ryan noted that expenses were higher than usual for the month  
    namely due to increased payroll and utility expenses.  
  Blake motioned to approve reports and update Borrowing Resolution needed to remove Eric Gahler  
    and add Troy Wittman as a signer to the church accounts at GenoaBank, in addition to Ben Sutter,  
    Blake Traver, and Mary Muntz who are currently listed. Connie 2nd. MC.  
 

Pastoral:  
  New series ‘Old School’ has received positive feedback.  
  Youth/Church outing to TobyMac on February 27th. Twelve are currently scheduled to attend.  
  Faith and Family night at the Walleye game on March 9th. Pre-game worship at 2:45pm with game  
    time at 5:15pm.  
 

Christian Ed/EFY:  
  Branching out is going well.  
  Genoa Food Pantry: good turnout for box packing, lower attendance for distribution  
  Men’s breakfast had lower attendance, likely due to weather  
 

Missions and Small Groups:  
  ‘Let’s Build Beds’ in October. Looking for a potential event this spring to volunteer at before we  
    host our own. We will need to collect donations of pillows and comforters as well as food and  
    drinks for the volunteers.  
  Social Group: axe throwing event February 15th, Euchre night at the church (date TBD)  
 

Trustees:  
  Replaced one of the thermostats. Need to look into the timer for the heating system.  
  New chairs came in last month.  
  James and Susie have offered to help with landscaping. Pastor Ryan commended James on his  
    custodial duties.  
 

Old Business:  
  Walleye Faith & Family night was approved. $19 per ticket.  
    Pastor Ryan will be performing.  
 

New Business: N/A  
 

Next Meeting March 10, 2025 at 7pm  
Meeting adjourned at 7:48pm by Ben  
Respectfully submitted by Sean Hoeft, Recording Secretary 

General Operating Fund 
(Council approved 03/10/25) 

Beginning Balance 2/01/2025 $56,018.41 

CD Investment Interest           $0.00 

Offering/Income                     $14,250.08 

Expenses            $10,881.69 

Transfers           ($0.00) 

Balance  2/28/2025               $59,386.80 

Attention All High School & College Graduates!  
We want to celebrate YOU!  Our church family would love to honor 
your achievements and recognize your hard work. Please send your 
details to the church office by April 20th so we can feature you in 
the next edition of Tidings.   
 

Please include:  
Graduate Name & Parent(s) Name(s) 
School you are graduating from and degree 
Also list any honors or special achievements, future plans and a 
photo.  
 

Email the information to tucc1862@gmail.com or drop it off in the 
church office.  

mailto:tucc1862@gmail.com
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Connie Winters, pray for healing of infection so 
that she can have her hip replacement in about  
6 weeks.  
 

Fay Bolander, continuing recovery from a  
procedure for a broken vertebrae 
 

Nate Diekman for testing and awaiting results. 
 

Many unspoken prayer concerns for Trinity  
family & friends for various health issues and 
tests happening in these next few weeks.  
 

Those at Genoa Care Center: 
Norma Reif (Assisted Living) 
 

Those with long-term health concerns: 
Bonnie Weaver (at home) 
Don Corbin  
Joel Marquart (at Riverview) 
Joel Reeder (cancer treatment) 
Steve Welling (ALS) 

We rejoice with these families and come alongside of 
them as they raise these children in Christian faith. 
 
December 2024: 
Tully James Harder, daughter of Brock & Brianne 
Harder, sister to Jolie and Rayna and born  
September 20, 2024, was baptized at Trinity United 
Church of Christ, Elliston, Ohio on Sunday,  
December 29, 2024 by Pastor Ryan Shields with the 
support of her parents and grandparents Dan & 
Cheryl Harder and Jim & Shirley Buhro, great  
grandparents Mary Paulsen, Richard DeWitz, Mary 
Smith, Suzanne Buhro and Verna Konesky, god-
parents Brandon Harder and Brittany Wittman and 
the Trinity Church family to be raised in Christian 
faith.  
 
January 2025: 
Olivia Lynn Williams, daughter of Scott & Analisa 
Williams, sister to Emma and born October 26, 2024 
was dedicated at Trinity United Church of Christ,  
Elliston, Ohio on Sunday, January 26, 2025 by Pastor 
Ryan Shields with the support of her parents and 
grandparents Steve & Nancy Turnow and Scott & 
Robin Williams, great grandparents Helen Turnow & 
Doyle Sommers and John & Dianne McLennan and 
the Trinity UCC family to be raised in Christian faith.  
 
February 2025: 
George August Sutter, son of Samuel & Sophie 
Sutter, born October 10, 2024 was baptized at Trinity 
United Church of Christ, Elliston, Ohio on Sunday, 
February 23, 2025 by Pastor Ryan Shields with the 
support of his parents and grandparents Marty & 
Amy Sutter and Jeff & Andrea Trainer; his  
great-grandparents Judi Trainer, Scott & Malinda 
Meinhardt, and John & Donna Shessler; his god-
parents Ben & Elishia Sutter, Emma Trainer and  
Vincent Szabo; and the Elliston Trinity Church family 
to be raised in Christian faith.  
 
February 2025: 
Quinn Rowe Vancena, daughter of Jayce & Holly 
Vancena, born April 16, 2024 was baptized at Trinity 
United Church of Christ, Elliston, Ohio on Sunday, 
February 23, 2025 by Pastor Ryan Shields with the 
support of her parents and grandparents Jeff & Kelly 
Rowland, Joe & Carol Vancena, and Lisa Vancena; 
her great-grandparents Sandy Hicks, Dan DeLano,  
Rick Rowland and Carol Rowland; her god-parents 
Joey Vancena and Hannah Cruickshank; and the  
Elliston Trinity Church family to be raised in Christian 
faith.  

Continue in prayer for families and friends who are  
grieving loved ones from Trinity called home to 
heaven: 
 
Lauren Milbrodt, 11/11/35 - 2/15/25, private  
  services held 
 
Jackie Pelton, 12/11/32 - 3/9/25, services held    
  3/12/25 
 
Don Weaver, 1/15/37 - 3/11/25, services held   
  3/15/25 
 
Baby Aleah Gahler, daughter of Brice & Emily  
  Gahler, who was stillborn 3/20/25. 
 



All men are invited to join us for breakfast on the  
second Sunday of the month at 7:30 am in the 

church fellowship hall. 

Sunday, April 6th at 5:00 pm join us for a night of 
local and church history including documents and 

artifacts along with a light supper. Share fun stories 
of the past as we remember all the ways God has 

blessed us in the past!  The main dish will be  
provided for supper.  Please bring a salad or  

dessert to share. 

The Trinity Social Group is hosting a night of euchre 
and games in the church fellowship hall on Saturday, 
March 29th at 6:30 pm for adults.  This is a casual, kid 
free connection group.  Please bring a dish or a snack 

to share.  

April will see the return of our Genoa Care Center  
Devotional Group on Tuesday April 8th at 2:00 pm.  

This special gathering features a devotional teaching, 
worship, and communion alongside friends and  

residents of the Genoa Care Center. Older adults  
residing in their own homes are also invited to attend. 

For more information contact Nancy Turnow. 

The Next Meeting of the Trinity Women’s Book Club 
will take place on Tuesday, April 15th at 6:30 pm.  

We will be reading “The Edge of Belonging” by  
Amanda Cox. Please read this book in advance  

and be ready for a great discussion. 

Plan now for Easter!  On April 20th our Easter Sunday 
will consist of two services, a sunrise service at 7:00 

am and our regular 10:00 am service. The sunrise  
service will be a shorter and more traditional service 

with the 10:00 am service being a praise service.  
Between services we will continue to celebrate the 

day with Easter Breakfast together at 8:00 am and our 
annual children’s Easter Egg Hunt at 9:00 am. 
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Our March & April focus for Mission Spotlight  
giving will be the Legends Recovery Centers.   
 

Discovering the skills for sobriety is as vital as 
learning who you are. Legends Recovery Centers 
recognize the dark, challenging times  
experienced during addiction. 
 

These centers strive to help patients equip the 
tools to rebuild their legacy and set a foundation 
for their recovery through compassionate,  
personalized care. 
 

Living out your true legacy does not have to be 
intimidating. After all, you guide your life with the 
choices you make along the way. A patient  
choosing to put their best foot forward and  
recover from an addiction is no different, but it is 
one of the bravest decisions of their life. 
 

Legends Recovery Centers is a beacon of  
transformation and hope, with five years of  
experience in pioneering individualized care for 
over 500 clients seeking sobriety. 
 

Their refined approach, developed by a team of 
over 20 experts, focuses on addressing the root 
causes of addiction and tailoring recovery plans 
to individual needs, all while maintaining a  
commitment to excellence, comfort, and profes-
sional insight. 
 

Operating in three strategic locations—Green 
Springs, Cleveland, and Pittsburgh, they provide 
evidence-based treatment programs in secure 
and luxurious settings. Each center is a sanctuary 
for those committed to rebuilding their legacies 
and choosing a brighter, substance-free future. 
 

To give toward Legends Recovery Centers  
mission, simply mark your check memo or  
envelope “Mission Spotlight”. 

To Our Dear Church Family,  
 
Our family would like to thank everyone for the 
prayers, love, kindness and support over the past 
few years shown to Don and our family. Visits from 
Pastor Ryan at hospitals, nursing homes and in our 
home, many visits from loving members and friends, 
beautiful cards, delicious food, phone calls while Don 
was fighting infection and waiting to have a second 
hip replacement. The list goes on.  
 
On my way to church on December 15th, I fell on the 
ice at home and broke my back and had surgery. 
Once again all of the kindness was repeated. Visits 
from Pastor Ryan and members, beautiful cards, 
food and phone calls. Please know our family  
appreciated all the prayers and love we received 
during this difficult time.  
 
On our 65th wedding anniversary we received so 
many beautiful cards. Very surprised and  
appreciated! We enjoyed receiving the cards and 
words of encouragement.  
 
Once again our church family took good care of us 
on Don’s funeral day. Thank you for all the  
memorials, Pastor Ryan for the beautiful service, Ava 
for the wonderful organ music and Mary for all the 
preparation for the service.  Thank you to all who 
brought food for a great buffet, all the kitchen help 
and behind the scenes help.  Thank you to anyone I 
may have missed.  Thank you very much. Everything 
was very much appreciated.   
 
God bless all of you,  
Bonnie Weaver & Family 



Trinity Reminders and Answers to  
How Do I… and What’s That For...Questions 

Drop Box Available 
Need to leave a note or drop off offering when no one is in the office?  There is a locked drop box available for you to 
use in the connecting unit hallway next to the water fountain (outside the coat room).  The box is checked weekly. 

 

Got An Item To Submit For The Next Newsletter? 
Do you have good news or thank you’s to share?  
Drop a note off or email them to the church office by the 20th of each month! 
 

First Aid Equipment & Medical Supplies 
There is first aid equipment and supplies in the basement kitchen, fellowship hall pantry and church office for your 
use. There is also an AED in the connecting hallway near the restrooms.  
 

We have been blessed with the donation of a few wheelchairs, walkers, crutches, slings, bandages, ice packs, etc. that 
would help in a medical situation in the building or for someone in immediate need. These are located in the basement 
kitchen for your use as needed. 
 

Use of the Church Hall or Basement 
The church calendar of events is hanging on the wall outside the main office door.  You can also view scheduled events 
on the church website calendar (www.trinityelliston.org).  If you would like to reserve the hall or basement take a form 
from the pouch under the calendar outside the main office, complete it and return it to the office to be scheduled.  You 
are now required to fill out a form for any event that you would like to have in the church (including any rollover events 
from year to year for holiday parties).  Please do not just write on the calendar - we ask you complete the form first.  
Once the form is reviewed we will add it to the calendar.  If you have any questions, please contact Mary in the office. 
 

Trinity Logo Wear  
You can now order items directly from bit.ly/trinityunitedchurchofchrist.  If the item you would like is not listed simply 
call R&R Identification at 419-355-8206 or visit their shop at 160 S OH 590 Fremont, OH 43420 and tell them what you 
would like with the Trinity Elliston logo on it and they will be happy to make it to your specifications. 
 

Table & Chair Sign Out 
Sign-out sheet for tables and chairs is located in the closet 
 across from the main office (on the back of the door).  
Contact the office to make sure you are on the list for the  
date you would like to use the tables and chairs.  The only 
tables that are to leave the property are the older wooden 
style tables.  The only chairs that are to leave the property 
are the wooden chairs.  Both tables and chairs that may be 
taken out are located in the shed by the kitchen entry. 
 
How Do I Give to the Church and Its Ministries 
There are  a number of different ways to give to your 
church, as listed below: 
• Give to the church via Sunday offering, US Mail, or 

drop off (A wooden collection box is located on the 
wall outside the lower coat room for your conven-
ience throughout the week.) 

Giving to your local church using Tithe.ly is super easy!  
• Online - A link is provided on our Church Website 

at ww.trinityelliston.org. Click on the link and it will 
take you to our secure  Tithe.ly page to set up your 
one time or reoccurring contribution. 
 

You may also go to search the internet for Tithe.ly/
Give and look up our church, then fill in the giving 
form. 

•  Give in App - Download the Tithe.ly App from 
the App Store (iPhone) or Google Play Store 
(Android).  Once you've downloaded the app, cre-
ate an account or log in, locate our church and tap 
"Give Now" to complete your contribution.   

 

What is the Contingent Fund? 
Do you know what the Contingent Fund is used for?   
This is the fund that ALL building and maintenance 
items are paid out of.  So when something breaks or 
requires maintenance, we pay for it out of this fund.  
Examples of other items that are paid out of the  
Contingent Fund include: 

Maintenance work on the boilers   
Paint, Batteries, Light bulbs and new lights 
Parts to fix & repair things in the church  
Carpet Cleaning/Floor Waxing 
Snow Removal & Lawn Care 

GOALS 

 

$50,000 

 
$45,000 

 
$40,000 

 
$35,000 

 
$30,000 
$27,059 
$25,000 
 
$20,000 
 
$15,000 

 
 

$10,000 
 
 

$5,000 

Firm Foundation Campaign 
 

• To date $27,059.73 has been given 

toward the Firm Foundation Fund 

with expenses of $12,069.03 for  

repair of the basement leaving a  

balance of $14,4400.70 on hand. 

• Goal of $50,000 starting funds for  

preservation and repair of  

Sanctuary Wing and Steeple (doors in 

the wings, brick work, water proofing, 

eavestroughs, flashing, etc) 

• Waterproofing, Cleaning,  

Organizing & Supplying Basement and 

Kitchen for ministry  

•    Continuing to grow our small  

      groups ministry meeting monthly  

      to improve church community and  

      Connection. Training and  

      equipping leaders to see these  

      through. 
 

All Basement repairs are completed. 

As of 
2/28/25 

http://tithe.ly/
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/tithe-ly/id694740700?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ly.tithe.tithely&hl=en


V O L U M E  9 9 ,  I S S U E  4  P A G E  9  



 

 

17955 W Third St 
Elliston, OH 43432 

Phone: 419-862-3417 
Email: tucc1862@gmail.com 
Website: trinityelliston.org 
—————————————————————-- 
Facebook: facebook.com/TUCCElliston 
Instagram: trinityellistonucc 
YouTube: TrinityElliston 
Livestream: trinityelliston.org/livestream 
—————————————————————-- 
Pastor: Ryan Shields 
Pastor’s Email: ryandshields@outlook.com 
—————————————————————-- 
Children’s Ministry Director: Janene Lattimore 
Janene’s Email: janenelattimore11@gmail.com 


