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Only eight new virus cases in region
COVID-19 continues to wane throughout NEPA, state
BY KATHLEEN BOLUS
STAFF WRITER

One death and only eight
new cases of COVID-19 were
reported Sunday in the seven-county region of Northeast Pennsylvania, according
to state Department of
Health data.
The one death was
reported in Wayne County.

Statewide, nine total
deaths were recorded on
the Health Department’s
C OV I D - 1 9 d a s h b o a r d
update Sunday. State daily
update figures on cases
and deaths have been subject to change from the
refining of data.
The Department of Health
reported 166 new cases state-

wide for a total of 1,210,240,
which includes 196,891 probable, an increase of 11 from
the number of new cases
reported Saturday.
Statewide, 11,424,133 vaccines have been administered, of which 5,239,933 are
fully covered, data from the
vaccine dashboard also
updated Sunday shows.

By county:
Lackawanna added two
cases for 18,533 total, of
which 2,902 were probable.
The county remained at 480
deaths.
Luzerne added one new
case for 32,049 total, including 2,619 probable, and
remained at 823 deaths.
Monroe added four cases

for 14,802 total, including 464
probable, and remained at
321 deaths.
Pike added one case for
4,027 total, including 432
probable, and remained at 54
deaths.
Susquehanna had no new
cases or deaths and remained
at 2,659 total infections,
including 349 probable, and
62 deaths.
Wayne had no new cases
and remained at 4,142 total

infections, including 442
probable. One new death was
reported in the county, for 84
total deaths.
Wyoming had no new
cases or deaths and
remained at 1,995 total infections, including 355 probable, and remained at 54
deaths.
Contact the writer:
kbolus@timesshamrock.com;
570-348-9100 x5114;
@kbolusTT on Twitter

Animals making
themselves at
home, finally

Nice day
for a
cruise
The Villa Capri
Cruisers hold their
Father’s Day Car Show
on Sunday at Nay Aug
Park in Scranton.
Clockwise, from top:
Part of the large, sundrenched crowd
checks out the equipment; a yellow 2000
Corvette is reflected in
a puddle; a visitor
admires a 1962 Chevy
convertible; Richard
Reggie and Ellice
Barber, both of
Scranton, check out
the classic cars; and a
1957 BMW Isetta
takes up as little room
as possible.
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Though a few mules lived
up to their stereotype and
didn’t want to move, some
200 residents of Indraloka
Animal Sanctuary now officially have a new home.
After pandemic-related
delays, the sanctuary recently
closed out a long-awaited transition from its original campus in Mehoopany to a new,
improved space near Dalton.
“It’s fantastic. For the animals, there’s so much more
space and better fencing. It’s
safer and more comfortable
and free,” Indraloka founder
Indra Lahiri said. “For the
staff, it’s wonderful to work
in a beautiful environment
… and get to experience this
lovely, wonderful facility that
the community so kindly and
generously helped us build.”
A safe haven for farm animals in need since 2005,
Indraloka broke ground on
its new campus in late 2018
with plans to complete it by
the spring of 2020.
Around half of the nonprofit’s rescue animals had
settled in the new space earlier this year. Operations
were split between two campuses as the remaining animals waited in Mehoopany
for their turn to move, leading to safety concerns and
increased costs.
The nonprofit enlisted the
community’s help in raising
around $90,000 to finish the
sanctuary and move the rest
of its animals.
“We really are so grateful
to the community for welcoming us and we hope to see
everybody soon,” Lahiri said.
Indraloka plays an active
role in the NEPA Animal
Welfare Collaborative, a collective of regional sanctuaries, shelters, rescues and
advocates hosted through the
Scranton Area Community
Foundation since 2019.
Scranton Area Community Foundation President and
CEO Laura Ducceschi called
Indraloka’s work both
unique and important for
animal welfare and education. People may not realize
how much it adds to the
region from a tourism standpoint too, she added.

THEN: Struggling with its
operations split between two
campuses, Indraloka Animal
Sanctuary needed to raise
around $90,000 to complete
its new home near Dalton
and transport the rest of its
animals from Mehoopany.
NOW: Around 200 rescue
farm animals are in their
new home.
“In so many ways, it’s a
real asset to have such an
internationally renowned
sanctuary here in the
region,” Ducceschi said.
The sanctuary is inviting
the public to its Nurture &
Nourish events, which
include a tour, lunch and
activities focused on one species. This Saturday is Sheep
Sh’nugglin, followed by Pig
Pampering on July 24 and
Cow Creativity on Aug. 28.
The events begin at 10 a.m.
People can also book private tours of the sanctuary
online at indraloka.org.
Indraloka held its first
installment of summer
Earth Camp for kids ages 5 to
14 last week. The next sessions run July 12-16 and Aug.
2-6. Space is limited.
Virtually, the sanctuary
offers Intuitive Art events for
participants to create with
the animals. This includes
Color with the Cows on July
17 and Cut and Paste with
Kimaya and Pippa on Aug.
21, both at noon.
In addition to ongoing
donations, Lahiri said the
sanctuary always welcomes
new volunteers.
“This is a place we created
for the community and we
love to have the help from the
community too,” she said.
To donate and find information, visit indraloka.org.
Checks may be mailed to P.O.
Box 155, Mehoopany PA 18629.
Contact the writer:
bwilliams@timesshamrock.com;
570-348-9100 x5365;
@BWilliamsTT on Twitter.
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Rattlesnakes, people appreciate a little warm weather
Noxen Fire Company’s Rattlesnake Roundup a success after year off for pandemic.
BY ROBERT L. BAKER
STAFF WRITER
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Eight-year-old Briella Gallamo enjoys petting a rattlesnake while her friends Brynlea Welles, 3, and Luca
Welles, 2, all of Mountain Top, take in the Noxen
Rattlesnake Roundup with the help of volunteer
Alaisha Sherwood of the Noxen Fire Company.

Contractor Shawn Henninger, 44, of Dallas, got a
pair of nice Father’s Day
gifts this weekend.
On Saturday, his youngest
boy, William, 11, got a 44-inch
yellow-phase rattlesnake, his
first ever, as well as a 27-inch
copperhead; and his oldest
boy, Shawn Jr., 19, got a 48½inch dark-phase timber rattler, one of many since he
started hunting with his dad
at age 10
All three venomous creatures were in the snake pit at
the Noxen Volunteer Fire
C o m p a n y R a t t l e s n a ke
Roundup on Sunday. “Of
course, I’m proud of the
boys,” their dad said.

Shawn Sr. said his first
snake hunt was in 2000: “I
didn’t really have a lot of
pointers then, so I was glad to
share with my boys about the
proper way to go about it.”
Shawn Jr. said that when
the hunt was canceled a year
ago because of the coronavirus pandemic, “It was kind
of sad. I love being out in the
woods; there’s nothing really
to compare.”
He said that in recent
years he and a friend would
go out together and challenge
each other. “I think it’s mostly the adrenaline rush, but
we also like helping the fire
company since it takes care
of the community,” he said.
“Its our way of having fun
giving back.”

Roundup organizer Lew
Hackling, who also serves as
Noxen fire chief, was happy
with the turnout.
“This past weekend was
one of the best roundups
ever, with great weather and
a bump up in attendance,”
he said. “I am glad people
were wanting to get out and
support our fire company.
It’s encouraging to see so
many out.”
Statistically, Hackling
said there were 78 registered hunters this weekend,
with 33 rattlesnakes brought
in, along with four copperheads and 35 nonvenomous
snakes.
The total number of
snakes was about the same
as two years ago, but the

number of registered hunters was up by 10 even though
the number of timber rattlers brought in was down by
six.
The largest light-phase rattlesnake was 55 inches,
brought in by Karl Miller.
The largest dark-phase rattlesnake was 57 inches, brought
in by Addison Azarovich.
The lunker of the hunt was
brought in by Wade Weber, at
4 pounds.
According to the hunt
rules, governed by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, all of the rattlesnakes were to be returned to
the location from which they
were captured.
Contact the writer:
bbaker@wcexaminer.com

