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THE QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF THE HICKORY AVIATION MUSEUM

HAM meets CAM!
By Kyle Kirby

O

ne Sunday last January Jim Malcolm made a
phone call to Randy Breedlove, Director of
the Carolinas Aviation Museum (CAM) at
the Charlotte Douglas International Airport. Jim’s
phone call resulted in an invitation to visit CAM!
Jim and Tom Burkhalter who are part of our staff at
Hickory had both participated as volunteers at CAM
but hadn’t visited in some years. Both museums have
kind of mirrored each other over the years but a formal
visit had really never occurred. CAM participated in
our "Warbirds Over Hickory" show and we generally
knew of each other’s accomplishments. A visit
would allow a great opportunity to meet-and-greet
and see their new facility.
CAM was formerly known as the Carolinas
Historical Aviation Commission (CHAC). Last year
they gained access to the former Wachovia flight
facility adjacent to the NCANG ramp at the Charlotte
Airport. Among HAM members traveling to CAM
were Eric "Boris" Beckler, Jim Malcolm, Brian King,
Bob Morgan, Chris Newton, Tom Burkhalter, and
myself and my beautiful (and wonderfully patient!)
daughter McKenzie. Upon arrival, we were made
welcome by Randy Breedlove, John Scott and Joe
Smith.
Randy gave us a brief summary of events that led
to their move from the old facility at the north end of
Runway 18L-36R to their new home in the former
Wachovia flight operations hangar.
(continued next page)
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Director’s Corner

M

emorial Day weekend will find HAM

hosting a “Welcome Home” ceremony for
the Tuskegee Airmen in partnership with
Lenior-Rhyne University and The Hickory Museum
of Art. This celebration will kick off a year long
unity program supported by The City of Hickory.
Recently I was asked “why are we doing this?”
Well, I guess the simple answer is because we can.
The other reason is that we should. One of the
things that sets our museum apart from others is our
veterans programs. What better opportunity could we
find to honor a group of veterans, than to remember
a group like the Tuskegee Airmen on Memorial Day
weekend?
A couple of weeks ago I was speaking with Joe
Miller. During World War II Joe flew B-24s with the
15th Air Force. When I told him about the Tuskegee
event his eyes brightened up and he told me a story
about how a couple of “Red Tail” P-51s came to his
aid after a particularly hairy mission.
(continued next page)

P-51C Mustang N61429 - “By Request”

(HAM meets CAM!)

After that Randy, John and Joe showed us around
the new hangar. It’s climate controlled, brilliantly
lit, and the first thing you notice is how clean and
shiny everything is! The Piedmont DC-3 greets you
immediately as you enter the hangar. From the oil
drip pans under the engine it’s pretty obvious this is a
working airplane, and that’s only the beginning.

N44V, CAM’s DC-3, in Piedmont Airline Colors
I have known about most of their aircraft for
some time, but it was great to finally “meet” them
face to face. The Douglas D-558 Skystreak stands
out immediately for its historical significance and
rarity. The Skystreak is a transonic research aircraft
built in 1946 and flown by Marion Carl and Scott
Crossfield, among others. Also, you guys know what
an F-4 phreak I am, so I spent some quality time
with their F-4S. They have two restored cockpits,
one for the F-4 Phantom and the other for the KC97 Stratotanker. Both cockpits are great and allow a
real hands-on experience! It is also interesting to see
the variation in types with our own birds at Hickory.
Their A-4 is a very early example (an A-4A) and
they have an extremely rare P-80 that served with
the USMC.
(continued next page)

.A-7E flown by VA-72 during Gulf Storm
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(Director’s Corner)

Joe explained that he and his crew were on their
way home in a crippled B-24. Their B-24 had been
shot up pretty good. One engine was out and another
wasn’t running well. They fell behind the rest of
the formation which left them very vulnerable to
German fighters. When Joe radioed for assistance,
the Tuskegee Airmen were the first to respond and
escorted Joe’s damaged airplane back home. Joe told
me that he never had a chance to thank them and that
he was looking forward to doing just that when he
gets to meet them.
In a nutshell, this is why we need to do this
program. It’s not about race, or politics, it’s about
“Brothers in Arms” getting a chance to meet, talk
about old times and honor their comrades who paid
the ultimate cost for our freedom.
While the men of the Tuskegee Airmen certainly
endured bigotry, discrimination, and all the worst
that humanity had to offer, our program is about
celebrating their success and honoring the men that
sacrificed so much for this country. The Tuskegee
Airmen had one of the best combat records in
the European Theatre of Operations. They could
honestly boast that they never lost an airplane that
they escorted.
So while we can never erase the sins of the
past we can offer hope for the future, as we as a
united community give a well deserved and past
due “Welcome Home” to these veterans that broke
ground on all fronts. Please join me on May 28th as
we honor the Tuskegee Airmen and remember all of
our veterans that sacrificed so much to give us the
freedoms that we enjoy today.

Jeff Wofford
Director
Hickory Aviation Museum

(HAM meets CAM!)

Their Echo model A-7 (flown by our pal John “Lites”
Leenhouts in Desert Storm) offers a stark contrast
to our A model. All the aircraft in their hangar are
fantastic, but for me the standouts include an AV-8B
Harrier, AH-1 Sea Cobra, CH-46 Sea Knight, OV-1D
Mohawk and an F-14D that was in our own F-14’s
sister squadron, VF-213.
Years ago I did volunteer work at Florence, SC
for Thomas Griffin, who had a collection of old
warbirds at the airport there. CAM obtained two
aircraft from Florence, an early short tail F-102 Delta
Dagger and an F-101 Voodoo, and they were parked
on the ramp outside the main hangar. They brought
back fond memories for me. Also on the ramp is an
HH-3 Jolly Green Giant. Across the ramp is another
restoration hangar with some more impressive items.
These include an Army operated T-28B alongside
a H-34 helo. Another OV-1D was present, too, but
the real gem was in the back. This was a straight
wing F-84G Thunderjet painted in the markings of
Carolina native ace Dolphin D. Overton. “Dolph”
flew over one hundred missions in the F-84 during
the Korean War before transitioning to the F-86.
They have some dedicated volunteers working with
them who have done a wonderful job restoring and
maintaining these aircraft.
Over lunch we discussed the various trials,
triumphs and tribulations that each of us has had in
our museum experience. After lunch, Randy had to
leave as did some of our crew. John Scott took the
reins from then on and we were given a further tour of
more CAM assets around the airport. This included
a visit to what I can only describe as the “fabled
Batcave” and its collection of jet, radial and inline
engines as well as material for future restorations,
including an F-100 Super Sabre!
One exhibit they will add in the near future is the
complete Airbus that crashed in the Hudson, Flight
1549. Plans are not complete for the exhibit but it’s
sure to be a major attraction. I am excited for them
in this new acquisition and we all discussed where
they were going to fit it in!! It will create challenges,
but these resourceful folks will figure it out and it
will be great for the state and nation. I am glad they
preserved the entire airframe! Great job CAM!!

(HAM meets CAM!)

On behalf of all of us who went, I want to thank
the staff at CAM for being so gracious to us and
letting us see their operation. I think all of us who
went came away with a great appreciation for the
dedication and hard work of the folks at CAM.
It is first class and their members can be proud
of the hard work it took over many years to bring it
all together. Both of our museums know what this
takes. Each of us offers a unique glimpse at aviation
history and Hickory and Charlotte are barely an hour
apart.
It is always mentioned that there has been some
friction between our respective groups. That was
one of the things discussed during our visit. It has
usually just been small things and the naturally
competitive nature of people who work hard and take
pride in their work. I think we can work together to
make each of us stronger and better and look forward
to that very end. I also want to thank Shawn Dorsch
(not sure of the spelling) for the special trip he made
to HAM the following Sunday. Shawn and I had a
great visit together and he offered some great ideas.
We cordially offer CAM a visit to our facility any
time and look forward to more great fellowship in
doing the things we all love to do.

Kyle

Upcoming Events
By Tom Burkhalter

This spring will see new exhibits and major public
events at the Hickory Aviation Museum. Sometime
around March 1st we will have a Beech T-34C
mentor in Navy colors on the ramp. The Mentor was
derived from the popular Beechcraft Bonanza. In
both piston and turboprop versions, the Mentor has
given primary instruction to nearly two generations
of naval aviators. It will fit right in with the other
Navy birds on display! There is a good possibility of
two other major exhibits arriving in the near future,
but negotiations for those are not yet finalized so if
you want to know more you’d better start attending
the monthly meetings. Or you could just hang out at
the Museum on the weekends and listen to the latest
rumors. Either way, you’ll be welcome.
(continued next page)
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(Upcoming Events)

Memorial Day weekend will see two major
public events taking place at the Museum. On
Saturday May 28, beginning at 10:00 A.M., LenoirRhyne University and The Hickory Museum of Art
will present a program honoring the 332nd Fighter
Group, the Tuskegee Airmen of World War II fame.
Five survivors of the 332nd will attend, along with a
P-51 Mustang on display. This is a rare and unique
opportunity to celebrate the achievements of an
eminent group of airmen.
On Sunday May 29, beginning at 1:00 P.M., local
chapters of the Disabled American Veterans and the
Veterans of Foreign Wars will present a program
honoring all our veterans for their service to our
country. It hasn’t been finalized as yet but there is
a possibility that the music program will include
Scottish bagpipes.
Both events are hosted by the Museum. Admission
is free. The public is invited to attend.
We hope that these events will also raise interest in
and attendance at the Museum. Museum members
who are interested in volunteering to assist at the
events should contact Jeff Wofford, Linda Hill, Jim
Malcolm or Kyle Kirby.

Schedule of Monthly Meetings
All meetings are on the first Saturday of the month
at 2 p.m. in the All-Purpose Room at the Hickory
Regional Airport Terminal building.
The dates are March 5, April 2 and May 7.
Come along and bring a friend or two! In addition
to Museum business there will be a presentation on
subjects of interest to aviation history at the meetings.
For March 5, the presentation will be on the history
of Mars exploration.
The monthly Gathering of Eagles honoring
veterans of all wars begins at 11 a.m. on those same
dates.

Museum Hours of Operation
The Museum is open every Saturday from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. and every Sunday from 1 p.m. to 5
p.m. If we can get Harvey Dancey some help we
can be fully open on Fridays from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
as well – as it is, on Fridays only the Museum
itself is open, not the ramp. Anyone who can
volunteer for Fridays, please contact Jeff Wofford,
Jim Rosamond or Jim Malcolm.
For more
information about the Museum see our website at
www.hickoryaviationmuseum.org.
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First Quarter Party
By Tom Burkhalter

The Museum hosted a birthday party on Saturday,
February 19, for members and veterans. About
twenty people attended. Honored guests included
Joe Miller, John Parker, Bob Morgan, Sherman Best,
Dan Healy and Chris Knollmeyer, whose birthdays
fall in the first quarter of the year.
Refreshments were provided by Museum
members and by the Crosswinds Café, including
birthday cake, hamburgers, hot dogs, and a Death
by Chocolate layer cake baked by Diana Mowery.
Linda Hill and Judy Rosamond made sure everyone
had a full plate of whatever was available!
Joe and Dan both flew in the 15th Air Force during
World War II, and listening to them swap stories and
compare experiences with John, who flew with the
8th, and Sherm, who flew with the 9th, was a true
pleasure and a privilege.
Everyone had a good time even if they ate too
much. Hopefully we can do it again in the second
quarter. Who has a birthday between April 1 and
June 30?

Seated l-r: John Parker, Linda Best Coviello,
Sherman Best, Joe Miller.
Standing l-r: Tom Burkhalter, Dan Healy.

Editorial Staff

Tom Burkhalter, Editor
Kyle Kirby, Associate Editor
Bob Morgan, Associate Editor
Brian King, Associate Editor

CRAF

T

By Bob Morgan

his is a story that the majority of the American
public is not aware of. It is a story of how
vital American air carriers are to our military
needs and the importance of their contribution to this
nation. There is an organization called CRAF, an
acronym for Civil Reserve Air Fleet. It is a backup
Air Force manned completely by civilians. All of
our major scheduled carriers, freight airlines and
supplemental carriers are members. CRAF transports
a large portion of personnel and supplies into the
troubled areas of the world. They also maintain
supply routes across the United States for the Air
Force and Navy. This is done very efficiently and
at a tremendous savings to the American taxpayer.
These savings have added up to hundreds of billions
of dollars over the years.
CRAF’s predecessor started during WWII and
was called Air Transport Association (ATA), a trade
group that represented the allied commercial air
carriers. Two groups were within this organization:
the Air Transport Command (ATC) and the Naval Air
Transport Service (NATS). These units were strictly
military, however many of the personnel came from
commercial aviation backgrounds. ATA became
CRAF after WWII. At any one time the commercial
airlines have over 1000 planes and thousands of
personnel committed and have been a major factor in
every conflict since then.
After the end of WWII there was a tremendous
expansion of the commercial carriers and it was
the birth of many new airlines. Where did all these
trained personnel to fly the airlines come from? Exmilitary personnel trained during the war. Basically,
it was a change in uniform, a new color scheme on
the planes and a change in the paymaster.
I was one of them. I flew DC-4s and DC-6s into
Korea off and on for two years when the conflict
was on. Also in the 1950s, I was twice involved in
flying the supply routes for the Air Force across the
US. This Air Force logistic movement was called
LOGAIR. In the early 1960s I flew the Navy version
of this movement, called QUICKTRANS, for four
years. . We are talking about 30+ years. In the late
1960s, my company had a large fleet of Lockheed
Super Constellations flying into Viet Nam. Later in
the early 1980s, we were using DC-8s. That may
sound like a lot and it is, but many of my cohorts
spent almost all of their flying careers affiliated with
the CRAF movement. I wish that their stories could
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be recorded and preserved.
Here’s what my schedule looked like when I was
flying the Connie: Leave Travis Air Force Base,
California, 10 hours later arrive in Honolulu. Crew
rest. Next leg Wake Island. Arrive 10 hours later.
Crew rest. On to Clark Air Force Base, Philippines.
Flight takes 10 hours. Crew rest. On to Viet Nam
and back to Clark, 8 hours. Return to the US through
Wake and Honolulu. Total time elapsed: around
70 hours flying time in 8 days. Most of the Slick
Connie crews had a similar schedule. It was a crew
member’s dream, lots of flight time in a very short
period. It allowed us to have plenty of time at home
with our families. Unfortunately, the downside to
these flights was that we flew into combat zones and
there were casualties. I know of every incident but
will tell one that involved my company.
Slick Airways had a Super Constellation on
an ILS approach into Runway 24 in Tan Son Nhut
(Saigon). A broken cloud deck was below. Two
F-4s came up from below the cloud deck and one
struck the tail of the Connie causing severe damage.
The F-4 crew ejected safely. The Connie crew was
most experienced. The Captain, Don Steward, was
our Assistant Chief Pilot and an expert in using
differential power to maintain directional control.
To the south was another airfield called Ben Hoi. In
between Tan Son Nhut and Ben Hoi were these large
flat fields. Don Steward, the pilot, did a magnificent
job of bringing the Connie into a belly landing in one
of those fields. Unfortunately, the field was mined.
The aircraft exploded and four crew members and
seven company employees perished. As I stated
previously, other carriers had their troubles too.
Why am I telling you this? The news media, both
newspaper and television, never broke this news to
the American public. Why, I don’t know. Perhaps
there were orders from others. We did the same job
as the military, but the civilian crews flying into war
zones never received extra pay, recognition or a break
on income tax, which Air Force Reserve and Air
National Guard crews flying cargo into Vietnam got.
In this respect we were like the Merchant Marine of
World War II.
Here is a partial list of the carriers that flew into
Viet Nam: Pan American (the largest); Continental;
TWA; Eastern; Flying Tigers; Slick Airways; Airlift
International; and World Airways. How many
aircraft were committed to the war effort only Uncle
Sam knows. But I know this -- it was substantial.
Late one evening, I was standing on the tarmac
of Tan Son Nhut. My aircraft had been off-loaded,
re-fueled and the flight plan filed for our return to
(continued next page)

(CRAF)

Clark Air Force Base in the Philippines. This was
on January 31, 1968, right when the Tet Offensive
began. Suddenly there were a mass of explosions and
tracers going over the entire area. My flight engineer
(an ex-Marine) said “Bob, those are mortars!” I
responded “Hell, I know what they sound like” and
we headed for the nearest bunker which was located
in the front of Base Operations. Fortunately the
bunker was occupied and when we dived over the
wall and our fall was cushioned. The noise was
incredible: yelling and screaming everywhere plus
the barking of sentry dogs. The Viet Cong had come
in through the drainage ditches. Our boys turned
the sentry dogs loose and they located and attacked
the enemy. Fuel tanks at the back of Base Ops were
set afire by mortars. I believe these were the V.C.’s
major target. Suddenly it became very quiet except
for the roaring of flames from the ruptured fuel tanks.
There were five civilian aircraft on the tarmac: two
PanAm 707s, a Flying Tiger CL-44, a Seaboard CL44 and my aircraft, a Slick Connie. A Major came
out of Operations, yelling “Get those airplanes out
of here!” Easier said than done. Both CL-44s and
a 707 sustained damage. I talked to the Captain of
the undamaged PanAm 707 and advised him I was
leaving. He remarked that we couldn’t take off
without clearance. I told him “Maybe you can’t but I
can.” There was a reason for his concern. He had a
planeload of returning troops and I was empty. I told
him to stay on frequency and I’d keep him updated.
The tower had been hit. The electricity was out. The
taxi and runway lights were inoperative. Runway 24
was the take off runway and to be on the safe side,
I taxied to the end of the Runway 6, taxied down
Runway 6, turned around at the head of Runway 24
and took off. I did this to ensure that there was no
damage to the runway so subsequent flights could
leave without damage or injury. We climbed to
10,000 feet, called Hong Kong Oceanic Control and
informed them of what had happened. I believe this
was one of the first reports of the Tet Offensive the
outside world received. Shortly thereafter, I received
clearance to Clark. Not long after, I heard PanAm
call in and he received clearance to Honolulu.
There is only one Super Connie still operable, a
G/H model. The military used the C series, which
was a smaller Connie model. Some of these are still
operable and are in museums. The G/H was rescued
from the desert by a group in Kansas City called
Save-A-Connie. It is now called the Kansas City
Aviation Museum. This aircraft was bought new by
my company, Slick Airways. I have many hours in
this bird. A member of the Kansas City group asked
me a question concerning some skin patches on the
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fuselage. I responded “That’s easy. Bullet holes.”

N6936C Lockheed 1049 H/G Constellation
Before I end this story, I want to make a comment.
I’m a little angry that those belonging to CRAF
never received the recognition they deserved. Pan
American was probably the largest contributor to
CRAF. PanAm, the icon of global aviation, fell
on hard times and should have been rescued. The
incident over Lockerbie, Scotland was the beginning
of their downfall. Other airlines had financial
problems and could have been rescued. Don’t forget
I stated at the beginning of this article that CRAF had
saved the American taxpayers hundreds of billions
of dollars. These carriers could have been saved by
only millions and still be contributing to our military.
We bail out the banking industry using billions of
taxpayer dollars. Just what has the banking industry
contributed to the defense of this nation except
financial chaos? It hardly seems fair. Let me
emphasize that when I say banking industry, I mean
the big boys and not the small regional banks, etc.
When you look at the airlines, many of the crews
are ex-veterans and they have two addictions: love
of their country and love of aviation. I believe our
leaders should reassess their priorities and determine
who is more beneficial to this nation.
Next time you are watching the news on
television and they are showing troop deployments
in Iraq or Afghanistan, look for that brightly painted
airliner in the background. It is a commercial CRAF
commitment and chances are some of the crew are exmilitary and the remainder are dedicated Americans.
There was an excellent book published in 1997
authored by Robert J. Serling, brother of Rod Serling
of television fame, called When the Airlines Went
to War. It contains much more detailed information
concerning CRAF and would make a fantastic
television documentary.
In closing, if it were possible to shed some of
my many years and be active again in this type of
aviation, I would do it in a New York minute. You
bet! Move! Get out of my way!

Bob Morgan

Personal Thoughts

F

By Bob Morgan

ebruary 5th was the date of the museum’s
monthly meeting and our director, Jeff
Wofford, was scheduled to preside. He
unfortunately had to work and I was asked by one of
our board members, Jim Rosamond, to speak to the
group instead. I didn’t have a prepared agenda but
had been speaking with John Parker about the GRAF
article and decided to give the members a preview.
John Parker, Colonel USAF Retired, was seated
in front of me. Before I started the presentation, I
asked the crowd to stop me at any time if there was
a question. Halfway through, no one had stopped me
so I asked again if there were any questions. They
said to read on. After completing the reading, two
questions were asked.
John Parker then leaned forward with his head
down and it had me a little concerned. What I didn’t
realize was that he was absorbing every word and
it brought memories back to him. He was there that
night on January 31, 1968 during the Tet Offensive.
He informed the group that every word I spoke was
exactly what happened. The world is a large place
with billions of people and here were two residents
of small town America acquainted for less than
two years, members of a small museum who were
at the same place at the same time halfway around
the world. The odds are just staggering. We had four
guests from the local VFWs and American Legions
and I wouldn’t be surprised if some of their groups
had been there too. It really is a small world.
During my travels I have been very fortunate to
visit most countries on this planet. You can pretty
much name a country and I have been there. One
thing I’ve learned is that most members of the human
race all cherish similar things: family, food on the
table, a comfortable place to live and most important,
peace and security. We only differ in our culture and
language. Race, color of skin and religion are really
determined by the part of the world in which we were
born. I mention this because of the flights I made into
Viet Nam in the early 1980’s. If you had been in my
shoes, you would have been a little apprehensive.
How wrong I was. Never have I been greeted more
warmly.
What this proves to me is that the greatest portion
of the world’s inhabitants just want to live a safe
and peaceful existence. There will always be a few
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dissidents who are absolutely of no use to society.
Somehow, some of them become our leaders. Look
at what is happening in the Arab world.
I can speak about the Arab world with truth and
authority. I lived for five years in Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, Syria and Lebanon. My information does not
come from the news media, a great deal of which is
biased and distorted. I know the truth. I have been
there. In my opinion, the middle class of all nations
should determine our destiny. For some reason these
so-called leaders, including some in this country too,
are trying to eradicate us. The reason? They fear us.
We have a powerful weapon and it’s called a VOTE.
Let’s use it wisely. We cannot remain complacent and
must take a more active interest in our leadership.
The world at one time may have been large-but not
anymore. The development of nuclear devices have
made large and small nations just about equal. Think
about it.
The reason I decided to write this addition is
because of some misconceptions and misinformation
I had as to why we were involved in some troubled
areas of this world. A great deal of my information
comes from loyal and dedicated Americans (military
Americans) of high rank who believed what they
were told, especially about Viet Nam. Little of this
information proved to be true. Because of this, many
innocent people perished on both sides.
Proper leadership was lacking. There are four
five letter words that blend together with disastrous
results: Greed, Graft and Money that add up to Power.
Power is only great if used properly and is obtained
through honesty and well intentioned efforts. Those
four capitalized words unfortunately comprise the
motivation for most of the world’s leadership. So the
next time you vote, make sure you have done your
research on the person and not just the party. Is he or
she a true American or a political opportunist backed
by special interests with lots of money. Let’s support
candidates who make the American people their
“special interest.” The middle class will be heard
again.

Bob

HICKORY AVIATION MUSEUM
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
“Preserve, Honor, Educate”
3101 9th Avenue Dr. NW Suite 22-A
Hickory, NC 28601
828-323-1963
www.hickoryaviationmuseum.org
NAME __________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________________
CITY ___________________________ STATE ______ ZIP CODE ________________________
TELEPHONE _________________________ EMAIL ________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP: Individual ($35/year) _____ Family ($40/year) _____
Please tell us a little about your interest in aviation: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________

The Hickory Aviation Museum is dedicated to PRESERVING our aviation history, HONORING those who serve or have
served in the US Armed Forces, and EDUCATING the public concerning aviation-related issues and history.
Membership meetings are held on the first Saturday of each month at the terminal building of the Hickory Regional Airport.
The Hickory Aviation Museum is a 501(c)(3) Tax Exempt organization.
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