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Ten Years of Frostbite Festivals

Leonard Moore inducted into
Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame

This December the
USVHS would have hosted
the eleventh Frostbite Festival & Holiday Bazaar, if the
Covid-19 pandemic hadn’t
interfered.
The first “Frostbite
Festival” was held December 11, 2010. The one-day Sisters Leita Anderson and
event included a Holiday
Dixie Meyer at an early FrostBazaar at the Swan Valley bite Festival.
School, a Holiday Tour of
Decorated Homes, a ginger-bread house craft table, a
mule-drawn wagon ride, a children’s choral group and a
prize for the best antique item brought to the event.
Becky Anderson won with
her 1911 vacuum.
The 2011 Frostbite Festival was a two-day event
with the Holiday Bazaar at
the Swan Valley school
and a Tour of Holiday
Homes on Saturday. On
Sunday Santa came to the
Swan Valley Community
Santa and Mrs. Claus, aka.
Cookie and Bill Beers, 2011.
Hall, where a bake sale,

The USVHS learned October 12 that Leonard
Moore was chosen as a “Member of the Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame 2020 Class of Inductees, characterizing those who have made an impact on Montana’s Western Heritage.” Steve Lamar had nominated Leonard for
the MCHF three times, 2018-2020, citing Leonard’s long
history of guiding with his family in Glacier National
Park and the Bob Marshall Wilderness. Leonard is being
honored posthumously; he died June 6, 2020. Steve said,
“I wish this had happened
while he was still here to enjoy
it, but feel he is looking down
with a big smile on his face.”
In August 2019, Leonard
awed the audience with his
stories and poems during the
Outfitters and Guides celebration at the Swan Valley Museum. In the excerpt below,
Leonard describes a 1926 trip
in the South Fork, now the Bob Marshall Wilderness,
when he was seven years old.
We had a party of four hunters. We camped at the
mouth of Bartlett Creek, where the old plane wreck is on
the south end of the airstrip. That fall I shot my first elk,
a spike bull. Not very many people that are seven years
old have ever fired a rifle. It pretty near knocked me
down. The reason I remember that trip so well, is the
ranger at Big Prairie took a liking to Dad’s saddle horse
and bought him, and left us a horse short. Well here’s
three quarters of elk meat on a saddle horse and me a
settin’ in between to come out of the hills. And, it turned
out to be quite an excursion. But we went from there and
outfitted out of the valley here until March of ’39. In that
time, we had what they call the Clark Place south of the
outfitters camp at Holland Lake.

Continued page 6

Missing Steve Lamar’s large 3-ring bind-

er full of Swan Valley history is missing. He
may have loaned it to someone? The binder
contains Ponderosa Press articles, and other
important information. If you have it, please
return it to Steve, or contact him if you
know where it is. 406-754-2745,
lamar@blackfoot.net. Thank you.
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Donated Thomason papers shed
light on homesteading-era life
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Barb Raible

Memories of fire fighting

Henry Thomason homesteaded in the Swan Valley near Rumble Creek in 1919, proving up in 1924.
Relatives Charles and Betty Alford from Florida gave
Suzanne Vernon several handwritten letters and documents that had been passed down to them. Suzanne was
working on the Swan Valley Oral History Project at that
time. Excerpts from two of Thomason’s letters reveal
how people traveled to the Swan in 1913 and 1922.

Barb Raible told of her experiences fighting fires
back in the 1970s and ‘80s and talked of her grandfather’s and father’s memories serving as lookouts and fire
fighters. Below are excerpts from Barb’s remarks at the
USVHS Fire History Event in 2019 held at the Swan Valley Community Hall.
Talking about a fire on the Swan Range above Holland Lake, Barb said:
We were behind the hotshot crew and that was the
first time I’d ever been with a hotshot crew ... it was
amazing because they would just lay out and sleep.
What? We haven’t eaten! We’re here all night! We
don’t even know what we we’re doing!
We got the choice. The choice was either you can
stay and work all night, or you can walk down to the
crick bottom there where that trail comes across the crick
and spend the night. But there’s no sleeping bags and
there’s no food down there for you. So that’s why we opted to work all night.
But ... after the fire was out ... Dave Ensign and I,
for about two weeks, got flown up there every day in a
helicopter. Got dropped off on the top and then we would
work our way down ... to Owl Creek Packer Camp. That
was pretty nice, just lookin’ for hotspots and puttin’ ‘em
out. So that was probably the best part of that fire.
We went into the wilderness a lot when I worked
with the Forest Service. And those were probably some of
the best. We’d have a really small crew. Get flown in
there. Spend a couple days and then come out after we
got the fire out. We went out and put ‘em all out. Maybe if
we hadn’t done that it wouldn’t be as big of an issue now,
if we had let those fires burn back then [Referring to the
size and intensity of fires these days].

Polson, Mont, May 26, 1913
Dear Brother and Family
We will start on a trip to the Swan Valley soon,
may start tomorrow if we start tomorrow we will cross
the mts. Follow an old Indian path, but as that will only
let us see what is on the west side of river, we will go as
soon as we get back around via Bigfork and cross the
river there on ferry and take in the east side of river, we
expect to put in about 3 weeks on the east side, Howard
and I started on this trip about a month ago, but only
got to the head of Swan Lake and was stopped by high
water, if we decide to cross the range first we wont put
in but little time on west side.
As ever, Your brother Hank
From a letter written circa 1922
All I have done since the snow came it (sic) to
tend the bronks (sic), and keep the fire going, am alone
most of the time. ... expect she [Mary Harris, an early
Swan Valley homesteader and Henry Thomason’s sister
-in-law] will be back on her place in time to put in garden. Her place is 11 miles north of ours. ....How about
it are you folks coming out here next May.... May is a
good time to trap bear, and you need a good bear rug.
... So I think you two old timers better decide to come.
All you have to do is to go up to St. Paul and tell them
you want a ticket to Missoula Via the Northern Pacific
then a stage from there, to 1 ½ miles of my cabin, lay
over one night at Seeley Lake P. O. I am 90 miles from
Missoula, north in the Swan valley. ...Very little sickness out here, but heard some time ago, quite a bit of
“Flu” around Kalispell. But Kalispell is 80 miles from
here. ... hope to hear from
you folks before so long,
What is It?
Kind Regards to all,
Henry

Barb’s grandfather [Matt Hill] and father [Oliver
Hill] both worked at fire lookouts and fought fires. Barb
recalled their stories:
My grandfather was actually a lookout up on Holland Ridge. He just walked up there during the day, and
my dad and my grandmother [Anna Hill] got to spend the
summer on Holland Lake. And they were the only ones
there, if you can imagine that, in the little Forest Service
cabin. It was pretty nice then being the only ones there.
During the 1930s and ‘40s, the Forest Service hired
young men, age 16 and up, to work on lookouts and on
fires. My dad remembered the Holland Crick fire, “Art
Anderson and I won the contest. I was 16 years old. We
had to fall these trees into the fire with two-man crosscuts. George Erickson and Fritz Kaser worked there too.”
So that was quite a while ago.

Thank you Charles and
Betty Alford and Suzanne
Vernon!
Neil & Dixie Meyer Collection
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Arnold joins board,
Raible steps down

Jenny Kauffman

Trina Arnold agreed to serve on
the USVHS Board of Directors at
the October 2020 annual meeting.
She is replacing Barb Raible. Trina
was honored as an USVHS Valued
Volunteer in 2019. “I wanted to learn about the valley
and the people who homesteaded in the area. My interest took me to the museum,” where she has served
as a docent. Trina and husband John moved to the
Swan Valley in 2015 from California. They had always wanted to live in the mountains, she
said. Trina is a retired elementary school teacher.
Barb Raible became a
board member in 2012. A native Montanan, her paternal
grandparents, Matt and Anna
Hill, filed a homestead claim
on Buck Creek in 1917—where
Barb and husband Joe live. Barb worked for the Forest
Service in the Swan Valley for eight seasons doing
forest stand exams and occasionally fighting fire. After receiving a degree in Forest Management at UM,
she and Joe moved to Oregon to work for BLM. In
2010 they retired and returned to the Swan Valley.
Her knowledge of local history has been invaluable.
Thank you for your service Barb!

For more information
contact any of the Society’s
officers or directors or write:

2020 Annual Raffle Winners
Thank you to the raffle item donors and all who pur-

Steve Lamar, President
(406) 754-2745
lamar@blackfoot.net
Neil Meyer, Vice Pres.
(406) 754-2265
Fern Kauffman, Chair/
Secretary
Katharine Beers, Treasurer

Board of Directors
Trina Arnold
Ellie Greenough
Sharon Gressle
Helene Michael
Pat Sinz

Directors At-Large

Horton B. “Tony” Koessler
Henry Pennypacker Jr.

Program Coordinator,
Newsletter Editor
Anne Dahl

Website Editor

Susan Novosel

Digital Archivist

Upper Swan Valley
Historical Society
PO Box 1128
Condon, MT 59826
News & Notes is created
and distributed by the
Upper Swan Valley
Historical Society. Become a member, donor,
or volunteer.
USVHS welcomes all
volunteers! If you would
like to volunteer contact
President Steve Lamar,
754-2745, or Colleen
Kesterson, 754-2377.
Your support is greatly
appreciated!

chased tickets! With events canceled due to Covid-19, the
raffle is an especially critical source of funds for the
USVHS to create exhibits at the Swan Valley Museum and
offer activities that preserve and promote the Swan Valley’s history and culture. Winners:
Scott Crane—Wes Kesterson’s cord of firewood.
Julie Kotchevar—Window cleaning by Remarkable
Cleaning Pro, Inc.
Florence Tucker—Hand-quilted quilt made and donated by Jo Ann Hostetler.
Mary and Tom Fitzsimon—Rustic handmade table by
Steve Lamar.
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Accessibility Test

Diann Ericson, who is recovering from a stroke she suffered in 2019, brought her
wheelchair to the museum to try
out our public research computer—to be sure the computer
desk is the right size. As a result, Steve Lamar, who built the
desk out of lodgepole, will
slightly lengthen the legs.
Diann walked in and
walked out of the museum. She
rarely uses the wheelchair now,
but she was willing to sit in it
long enough to help with the
assessment. While we took photos and considered the size, Diann watched a video of Leonard
Moore telling stories (see front
and back pages).
At the research computer
you can now find homestead
records and maps, view the historical cabin interiors, hear stories, watch videos, read newsletters from the past, and more.
Over the winter, we will continue to add content, as part of our
accessibility goals.

Thank You
Volunteers & All Who Have
Donated Items for Displays

Swan Valley Museum
Winter Schedule
Open by appointment

info@SwanValleyHistoricalSociety, www.SwanValleyHistoricalSociety.org
Call Steve Lamar or Fern Kauffman for appointments or to inquire about
accessibility, (406) 754-2745 or (406) 754-2238.
Summer Schedule: Memorial Day-Labor Day, Fri. & Sat. noon-4pm
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Frostbite Vendors

These past Frostbite vendors responded to our invitation for a free ad. We apologize to those we were unable to reach.

Crow
Medicine
Arrows

Debbi Krantz
Artist

Watercolor

PO Box 1282
Condon, MT 59826

Kathy Martin
Colibri Studios

406-240-7621
(leave a message)

406-253-5027
kathymartin7314@gmail.com

Discoveries
in Wood

Lee
Mason

Dona Aitken

Quilt
Runners

406-793-5836
dbaitken@blackfoot.net

Wall
Hangings
Wildlife
potholders

www.discoveriesinwood.com

nleemason@gmail.com

Heidi Klassen

Michelle Ream

Earrings

Felt Creations

Zipper Pulls
Wine Charms
Crafty1974@msn.com

aliveagaintaxidermy127@hotmail.com

Eric
Kottmann

Rustic Pots

Photography

Dodie Wood

406-362-4155

406-754-0333

PO Box 1072
erickottmann@mail.com

montanadogdays@gmail.com
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Frostbite Vendors

Past Frostbite vendors who responded to our invitation.

Sheri
Burden

Wild in the
Swan

Sheri’s
Stained
Glass

Sharon Lamar
Artist, Author
Illustrator

406-754-2426

406-754-2745

2sheri@montana.com - www.ssglass.net

lamar@blackfoot.net ~ www.sharonlamar.com

Swan River Silver
Jewelry

Pamela Yates

Kathy “Little Bird”
Kinzfogl

Domestic By Nature

22217 Old Mill Road
Bigfork, MT 59911

406-880-0037
37266 Hwy 83 South
Bigfork, MT 5991

406-754-2461
birdfrog@blackfoot.net

Alpine.fur@gmail.com
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USVHS Priorities
The USVHS priorities are the preservation and promotion of the cultural
heritage of the Swan Valley. As such
our focus is on:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

Discovering and assembling records of historical work.
Providing educational outreach
and research opportunities.
Preserving historical artifacts and
sites of significance.

Recent
Accomplishments

Maki Cabin open with a tool exhibit.
Swan Valley Digital History Tour
for smart phones with Next ExitTM.
Ductless heat pump for the Swan
Valley Museum north room.
Outfitting & Guiding Celebration
and Fundraiser at Swan Valley
Museum.
Continuing cataloguing of donations.
Swan Valley Connections student
tour at museum.
Tour of the Arts at the museum.
Swan Valley School and Salmon
Prairie School tour at the museum.
U.S.F.S Tack & Hay Shed.
Holmes/Krause Family Tree.

Upcoming and
Continuing Projects

Digital research workstation for
museum visitors to access homestead records & other historical
information.
Digital archive system.
Oral History Project Phase II.
Outdoor power source for summer events at the museum.
Voices of the Swan Book 2.

How You Can Help see
page 7.

VOL. XIV. NO. 4

Frostbite Festivals continued from page 1
craft table and the contest were held. A sloppy joe
dinner was served, and a bonfire and snow dance in
the parking lot were the evening entertainment.
That year hot-off-the-press copies of the Montana
Voices of the Swan book were sold, and “The hall
was packed all day as
people stopped by to
make themselves a gingerbread house, door
swag or tree ornament
at the craft tables,” according to an article in a
2012 News & Notes
2017 Bake sale before
newsletter.
the crowds arrived
Katie Wright and Rodger
Frostbites were two-day
Thompson
weekend events, 2011-14. The Swan Valley Museum was open for holiday visitors in 2014. A collection of snowmen and a tree
decorated with ornaments made by students from Swan Valley School and Mission Christian School were on display.
The Holiday Bazaar at the school has always
packed the gym with an estimated 100-plus
people each year shopping at booths for gifts
created by local artists and crafters.
In 2012 the Frostbite bake sale was organized
by volunteer Jill
Wiseman and
her crew.
Steve Ellis wore
an engineer’s
2017 Bazaar,
hat in 2012-13
Swan Valley School.
and conducted
his boyhood Lionel train set “to the delight of both
young and old.” Music by local artists was a feature of early Frostbites. In 2014
entertainment included the Seeley-Swan Mountain Bells, a
Top: making
solo by Jayla Kauffman, and a
ornaments at
sing along led by Katie Wright,
the craft table.
Rodger Thompson and Ellie
Left: waterGreenough.
color class
While craft tables have
with Sharon
always been a part of the FestiLamar.
vals, in 2018-2019 Sharon Lamar added to the tradition by
teaching watercolor painting
classes.
Typically 20-25 artists and crafters have set up booths and sold their creations to holiday shoppers. The bake sale became more and more popular over
the years. In 2013 about thirty bakers donated home-baked goodies. In 2019
forty bakers donated treats. Funds from the bake sale have supported USVHS
activities and exhibits at the Swan Valley Museum. The success of the Frostbite
has always depended on volunteers who assist at the bazaar, work at craft tables
and donate baked goods. Thank you to all.
Watch for the Frostbite Festival to resume in 2021.
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What is It?
Answer

In Memory
of
a Longtime
Resident

A sawmill ripsaw
blade sharpener.

Renae
Anderson

Neil & Dixie Meyer
Collection

USVHS Volunteers
Make It Happen

Recipe: Evelyn Jette’s Huckleberry Crunch

14%
Paid
Hours

From The Huck Book

1 1/2 Cups whole wheat flour
1 Cup rolled oats
1 Cup brown sugar
1/2 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 Cup butter
2 Cups huckleberries
1/8 tsp. cardamom
1 Tbsp. tapioca (or cornstarch)

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Place flour, oats, sugar,
salt, and baking soda in large bowl. With 2 knives
(or pastry blender) work the butter into the dry ingredients until the pieces are uniform and quite
small. Pat half of the oats mixture into a buttered 9
inch square pan. Combine the berries with cardamom and tapioca, and place on top of the oats mixture. Place remaining oats mixture on top of berries.
Bake 50 minutes or until done. Serve with ice
cream, if desired.

Thank You
86% Volunteer
Hours

Support the discovery, collection, interpretation and preservation of local historic and cultural resources.
We thank you, and future generations will thank you, too!!
The Upper Swan Valley Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt non-profit corporation. Federal Tax ID #77-0666044.
Contributions are tax deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. Contributions will be acknowledged by letter.
Please make all checks payable to: Upper Swan Valley Historical Society, Inc., POB 1128, Condon, MT 59826
Name:_________________________________________________

MULTI-YEAR PLEDGE: 3 YEAR_________ 5 YEAR________

Address________________________________________________

Total pledge amount $________ Amt paid now $___________

City___________________________St._______Zip____________

Choose payment schedule: Annual:___ Quarterly:___ Monthly:____

Tel._______________________Email________________________
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP: July 1—June 30

Undesignated contribution or pledge: ____

Individual: $25___ Family $35___ Business: $100___

Contribution or pledge designated for: _________________________

CONTRIBUTIONS: Amount—$_______________
Memorial:___ In honor of:___

SIGNATURE_________________________ Date:_______________

Name:__________________________________________________

How Can You Help? Keeping the Swan Valley Museum open requires a team of dedicated volunteers, inspired members and
consistent financial support in order to have a viable operation and be able to pay the many expenses such as electricity, heat,
insurance, taxes, maintenance and upgrades. To this end we are actively growing our membership and inviting new donors along
on our exciting journey. As the saying goes “many hands make light work” and this endeavor is no different. We invite you to
begin, or continue, your support of the USVHS through membership, volunteering or donations (one time, monthly, yearly or
lifetime options). We are proud to call Swan Valley our home and look forward to preserving our rich history! Thank you for
making a difference! Please contact Steve Lamar, President at (406) 754-2745 or info@SwanValleyHistoricalSociety.org.
We thank you for your generous support.
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Henry Thomason, Holland Ridge, 1921. USFS photo

The USVHS is funded in part by coal severance taxes
paid based upon coal mined in Montana and deposited in
Montana’s Cultural and Aesthetic Projects Trust Fund.

New Montana Hall of Fame inductee Leonard Moore
recited his poetry from memory in August 2019 at the
Swan Valley Museum. See the story front page.
Cold Feet, by Leonard Moore
Did you ever go to bed at night to cuddle beneath the sheet
To find your space is occupied by a pair of icy feet?
There’s many a poor husband that groans in deep despair
To find that his space is occupied by a two-foot Frigidaire.
There’s no use in counting sheep. That’s just a waste of breath.
‘Cause those poor creatures would simply freeze to death.
Now everyone knows there’s more cold in a woman’s single toe
Than there is in arctic circles where it’s 45 below.
The little gal that shares your bed may have a heart of gold.
But why did nature spoil the mold with feet so icy cold?
There is one consolation if you think about it men.
Just be glad she’s got two feet instead of eight or ten.
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