
We made it.  We made it to the good parts of Revelation that everyone looks forward to.  The description of the New Heaven and the New Earth.  Now as I have learned from inviting people to come visit me in Alaska, a place many have not been before, it is helpful to know what is here and what is not here.  So in most of Alaska, a surf board is not needed.  While London is also rainy, an umbrella here just doesn't work like good rain gear.  It could be that pesky wind.  Peter was quite excited by the xtratuffs I leant him for the week.  He said he was fishing barefoot in California the week before though.  So knowing there will be rain, wind, possible sun, maybe snow changes how one prepares in comparison to sunshine and 80 everyday.  The same is true for life after death.  As we realize what is there and what is not there, it changes how we will prepare.  So we will spend this week looking at what is not there and next week what is there.


As we mentioned last week, the first thing we are told that is missing is the current heaven and the current earth.  Jesus told us this in Matthew 24:35, but we heard it as his word lasting forever.  But he also told us that not just this broken earth, but also the heaven, God's current dwelling place will also pass away!  Why?  Because both need renewing.  Remember back in Revelation 12:7, we are told that there was a war in heaven?  War anywhere leaves a lasting blemish that is not easily renewed.  So Jesus tells us that both earth and heaven will be a new version.  Kind of like a new car.  This earth and heaven can't make it off the show room floor without be tarnished, so we will receive a new heaven and new earth.  The old ones will cease to exist, because they have been tainted by war and sin.


Now as people who have chosen to live by the sea, the rest of verse 1 sounds rather sad.  “There was no longer any sea.”  As people who spend their lives trying to predict what the sea is going to do, who are currently watching the sea destroy homes on the outer banks of the Carolina's, we are aware that the sea holds an element of chaos in it.  Throughout scripture, the sea represented chaos.  Remember, in chapter 4, the throne room had a sea, but it was like glass.  It was under the control of the lamb.  There is always the off chance it could cause chaos.  We can look at our headlines and see that chaos is alive and well.  Last week there were 6 separate mass casuality shootings and so we sent troops into Portland and Chicago, where none of those shooting happened.  Chaos still runs wild. We are told in this new heaven and new earth, chaos is not even a possibility.  When we get back from trips, we will have to tell only what was fun, instead of sharing harrowing tales of all the things that went wrong.  So we should try moving in that direction now, just to practice.


We will also want to sell all of our stock in Kleenex before we Jesus returns, because there will be no more death, mourning, crying, or pain.  The agents that caused such things have been removed.  So the question is, have we started the work of removing those things in our life?  We won't be able to remove them all until this moment in history.  We can however follow doctors and counselor's guidance to eliminate some of the pain in our life.  We can join griefshare on Monday's and begin processing all the things that cause us to cry and mourn.  We can practice forgiveness, so that death in friendships and marriage do not have to happen.  We are going to have to deal with them at some point if we are hoping to be part of this new heaven and new earth.


Verse 8 has a long list of characteristics that will not be there.  While none of those are what you want from a spouse, child, or neighbor; we should hear the first and the last as especially prominent and speaking to John's people.  Cowardly and liars surely can not be greater than murders and sexually immoral.  Yet in John's time, cowardliness and lying meant that when asked who your Lord is, you proclaimed Caesar is Lord.  Remember the Pharisees in John 19:15 who proclaimed, ““We have no king but Caesar,” when they were asked what should be done with Jesus their King.  That response was cowardly and a lie.  To deny Jesus so that you are safe is to choose the fiery lake of burning sulfur.  We are in a confusing time, where our allegiance is being called for more and more each day.  We need to be aware that neither of our political parties are in line with who and what Jesus calls us to.  So we need to reject the parts that are cowardly and lying especially about how the world works.  We also need to reject the parts that don't believe God can do what he says, that are vile, that kill others, that have sex outside of marriage between a man and a woman, that call upon a force outside of God to change things, and that worship other things higher than God.  We should start living this way now, because we don't want the habit to become too familiar.  Otherwise we won't know how to live when Jesus returns.


Verse 22 has our next thing that is lacking, which is there is “no temple.”  We have lived close to 2000 years without a temple, so this is not shocking news to us like it was to John.  But we need to hear this right now, because a large part of our support of the nation of Israel, is based on the myth that as Christians, we need to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem, so that Jesus can come back. All of this forgets what a temple is supposed to do.  To reflect the image of God to the people.  But when God is living amongst us, we do not need to build anything to remember him by.  It is on display each and every day.  Partly the reason why most stadiums do not have statues of their stars until they retire.  You can see them play in the stadium each game.  We have not only the Lamb, but the Lord God Almighty is also in the city for us to interact with.


Verse 23 seems to say there is no sun or moon, but that is incorrect.  The thing that is different is that their provision of light is not needed.  God's glory provides the necessary light to provide life.  The Lamb lights up the darkness.  Nothing can remain in darkness anymore.


This leads to the gates not shutting anymore.  I can't tell you how often visitors are blown away by the fact that our doors are not locked at all.  It is so foreign to most of us.  Go to Whitehorse and Juneau and we start remembering what the key fob is for, but the safety that most of us feel in Skagway will be compounded in the New Heaven and the New Earth.


We will also be short impure things and shameful or deceitful people.  We probably know people who are full of shame or deceit.  We need to hear this as not a condemnation that they are lost, but a call to remind them of who can take their shame away, who can lead them to be honest about who they are.  We need to point them to Jesus so that their name is also written in the Book of Life.


22:3 tells us that the curse that has been there since Genesis 3 is gone.  Those curses in verses 15-19 will not be a part of life anymore.  Childbirth will be pain free, the husband will no longer use his wife's desire to rule over her.  The ground will no longer be cursed.  We will no longer return and become the dust from which we are made.  All of this is gone with the new heaven and new earth.


Finally, there will be no more night.  As people who get a glimpse of this reality each summer, we know that sleep is still possible, but we also know what more can get done.  We know that the extended sunshine gives us extended drive and energy.  Jesus leading us will give us everything we need in order to live fully into this new world.


So with all of these things that will not be there, are we packing and preparing appropriately?  Are we living like there will still be darkness?  Or are we bringing the parts of our life hidden in the shadows out into the light of Jesus?  Hoping that if we don't talk about them that they will magically fix themselves.  Are we embracing or letting go of the characteristics that will not be a part of this new world?  Are we focused on building a new temple and all the incorrect theology and practice that goes with it, or remembering that Jesus and the Father are our focus.  This packing list from Jesus can help us let go of so many things we are holding onto right now that are slowing down our progress towards following them into this new earth and heaven.  Will we let the unnecessary things go, or will we show up to that day encumbered by things that we will never use.  We have the list, time to thin out our bags!
22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
22
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 
6 The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place.” 
