Empowering our community.

NEWS RELEASE
IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New ECHO Lacombe Association ready to support local community initiatives
Lacombe, Alberta (April 26, 2016) – The ECHO Lacombe Association, a newly formed community
economic development organization, is ready to receive applications for the first of its ECHO Lacombe
Fund community grants.
“We seek to support individuals or groups looking to do work that benefit our community,” said ECHO
Lacombe Association President Drayton Bussiere. “It is important for us to find ways to collaborate with
and enhance the capacity of those who want to deliver new programs and services, or complement
existing initiatives in a positive way.”
“The ECHO Lacombe Fund community grants are made possible by the proceeds received from the
community-focused ECHO Energy utility, and are the culmination of a lot of hard work on the part our
association members and City Council,” said President Bussiere. “Some in the community have been
wondering when they would see those profits at work in the community, and today we are proud and
excited to show everyone the potential that ECHO Energy initiative and ECHO Lacombe Association
have.”
The association welcomes requests for a wide range of projects and programs within Lacombe including,
but not limited to:
•
•
•

Seed grants: funding to help launch a new project, program or initiative
Equipment grants: funding for equipment, repairs and renovation
Project/program grants: funding for a specific and/or recurring initiative with specific objectives;
and a predetermined cost

The ECHO Lacombe Association is comprised of representatives from the City of Lacombe, Burman
University and the Lacombe and District Chamber of Commerce, as well as an additional five members
from the community at large. The group seeks to improve the quality of life within Lacombe by fostering
a collaborative environment focused on cultivating innovation, nurturing a business-friendly culture,
promoting sustainable growth and creating a safe, inclusive, vibrant and healthy community.
For information on how to apply to the ECHO Lacombe Fund, please contact Guy Lapointe at (403) 7821263 or glapointe@lacombe.ca.
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BACKGOUND INFORMATION
Echo Lacombe Association welcomes requests for a wide range of projects and programs within the City of Lacombe
including, but not limited to:
•

Seed Grants: Funding to help launch a new project, program or initiative

•

Equipment Grants: Funding for equipment, repairs and renovation

•

Project/Program Grants: Funding for a specific and/or recurring initiative with specific objectives and a
predetermined cost*

*Note: If a grant request is for a longer term project, applicants should outline their plans for sustainability.
We look for initiatives that:
Meet a need or fill a gap within the community
•

Show an understanding of our community, its needs, and existing services

•

Respect our community’s diversity

•

Identify creative, innovative and practical approaches

•

Strengthen organizational capacity when required

Enhance community organizations’ capacity to deliver services
•

Address organizational stability/sustainability

•

Leverage financial and in-kind support

•

Promote collaboration and sharing amongst community groups to reduce duplication of programs or improve
effectiveness of services

Complement existing initiatives in the community in a positive and useful way
•

Develop new partnerships or networks

•

Contribute new understanding about community issues

If a request falls within one of the categories below, it will not be considered:
•

Deficit funding

•

Endowments

•

Annual funding drives/events

•

Medical equipment and research

•

Purchase of land and/or buildings

•

Grants primarily benefitting individuals (such as scholarships)

•

Personal gain/profit

•

Staffing/ongoing operational costs

•

National or provincial initiatives without clear benefit to the City of Lacombe

•

Any expenses incurred prior to Echo Lacombe Association's decision date

How do we make decisions?
All proposals are reviewed by the Echo Lacombe Association Board of Directors. The board considers whether the
applicant has demonstrated an appropriate plan, the capacity to implement the project, a reasonable budget and

timeframe, appropriate partners, a plan for sustainability (if applicable), and likelihood of a benefit to the City of
Lacombe. Because of the wide range of requests we receive, consider, and fund, the Board does not use strict criteria.
Rather, they assess the proposals holistically and decide whether the project, program, or initiative is a good investment
for Echo Lacombe Association at that time. A successful grant application may receive up to 50% funding support
towards their approved project/program budget. Successful applicants must provide onsite signage indicating that ‘this
project was made possible in part from funding generated by Echo Energy.’ All approved projects are to be presented to
Lacombe City Council and accepted as information.
Each year, Echo Lacombe Association will distribute funding between the following four pillars:
1. Ecology: the relationship between people and communities and their environments
2. Culture: enriching our community through language, religion, cuisine, social habits and arts
3. History: preservation of our local landmarks
4. Opportunity: opening doors for residents through new building projects, grants and education
Grant seekers are advised within a few days of the Board's decision and, if a grant has been awarded, a cheque is
forwarded to the organization soon after the decision. If the Board declines a proposal, notification is provided promptly.
How do I apply?
Please submit your proposals in person or via email to:
Guy Lapointe
5214 – 50th Avenue
Lacombe, Alberta
glapointe@lacombe.ca
Applications must include:
1. Project budget and plan
2. Timeframe
3. Confirmed partners
4. Demonstrated benefit to the City of Lacombe
Applications are accepted throughout the year. Successful grant applicants must complete their project within a year of
receiving funds and provide a one page report detailing:
1. The work completed;
2. Invoices paid and
3. Photos of the executed program/project.
Disclaimer: Completion of an application does not guarantee funding support. The ECHO Lacombe Association has the
right to refuse any application for any reason.
Echo Lacombe Association has permission to use my name along with photographs to promote this program.

