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General Meeting 

Monday April 20th, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 
First 15 minutes- 

Dr. Marla Spivak’s “Why Bees are 

Disappearing”Ted Talk 
Program: 

Becky Tipton Presents: 

First Inspections 
Douglas Co Fairgrounds Building 21 North 

 
Marla Spivak will be our guest speaker at the Marla-

Velous Funday on June 6th.  She researches bees’ behavior and 
biology in an effort to preserve this threatened, but ecologically 
essential, insect. 

Bees pollinate a third of our food supply -- 
they don’t just make honey! -- but colonies have been 
disappearing at alarming rates in many parts of the 
world due to the accumulated effects of parasitic 
mites, viral and bacterial diseases, and exposure to 
pesticides and herbicides.  Marla Spivak, University of 
Minnesota professor of entomology and 2010 
MacArthur Fellow, tries as much as possible to think 
like bees in her work to protect them. They’re “highly 
social and complex” creatures, she says, which fuels 
her interest and her research.  She is also analyzing 
how flowers’ decline due to herbicides, pesticides and 
crop monoculture affect bees’ numbers and diversity. 

Becky will talk a little about safety gear, lighting and 
using your smoker, and what healthy looks like. She’ll 
also talk about removing comb when it's drawn 
wrong. She will approach but not talk about supering. 
If members would like to bring refreshments both 
beverages and paper goods will be provided.  
Directions:  The address is 2110 Harper St.  It is 
easily accessible from K10, turn north on Harper 
Street and it is just a few blocks.  We are in Building 
21 North which will be on your left you turn into the 
fairgrounds.   

2015 SPRING OPEN HOUSE & PLANT 

FUNDRAISER Saturday May 9 - 8a to 2p 
Ready to start a butterfly garden or improve 

the one you have? If so, come visit us at Monarch 
Watch for our annual Spring Open House & Plant 
Fundraiser. 

We will have more than 5,000 butterfly plants 
(both annuals and perennials), including seedlings of 
twelve milkweed varieties. These plants are ideal for 
starting butterfly gardens or adding to established 
gardens. Monarch numbers have been declining and 
we need to plant milkweeds to sustain the monarch 
migration. Modest contributions are suggested for the 
plants. 

Refreshments will be provided. There will be 
games for the children and they can make "seed balls" 
containing seeds of milkweeds and other butterfly 
plants that can be used to create habits for monarchs 
and other butterflies. They can also watch the queen 
bee lay eggs in our honeybee observation hive, see 
scary insects and spiders, or watch videos. 
 
KU West Campus Monarch Watch (Foley Hall) 
 
Via I-70 Turnpike: Take West Lawrence exit and 
continue South on IOWA street. At the 19th Street 
stoplight turn RIGHT (west). At "T" turn LEFT 
(south). Proceed past the stop sign (after stopping of 
course!) and then turn right into a parking lot and find 
a place to park ;-) Foley Hall is the one-story building 
that will be on your right. 
 
Via westbound K-10: K-10 turns into 23rd street in 
Lawrence. Continue West on 23rd until you reach 
IOWA street. At the stoplight turn RIGHT (north) 
and continue to 19th Street. At the 19th Street 
stoplight turn LEFT (west). At "T" turn LEFT 
(south). Proceed past the stop sign (after stopping of 
course!) and then turn right into a parking lot and find 
a place to park ;-) Foley Hall is the one-story building 
that will be on your right. 

http://www.macfound.org/fellows/43/
http://www.macfound.org/fellows/43/


Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers Association   www.nekba.org   Page 2 

Beelines 

By President 
Andy Nowachek 

 
March has always been the month that seems 

like the beginning of the honey season.  Actually the 
honey season is 12 months a year because it is 
agriculture.  This month has definitely been a busy 
month and it looks like the momentum is building up.  
On the 13th and14th of March we were at the Kansas 
Honey Producers Association meeting in Manhattan 
Ks.  These meetings are like going and visiting 
relatives you have not seen in a long time: small talk, 
greetings, how things are going, how the bees are 
looking, etc.  It is a great time with great people to 
converse with and exchange ideas and thoughts.  Plus 
there normally is a guest speaker and this year was no 
exception as we got to listen to Dr. Clarence Collison 
who was just outstanding with his presentations both 
Friday and Saturday.  If you ever get the chance to 
attend one of these I truly believe you would be 
hooked, it sure is interesting actually talking to fellow 
Kansans about bees in their area. 

March 15th and the 22nd was another fantastic 
time with our Beginners Beekeeping Class.  We had 
around 241 there this year- how could it not be 
fantastic?  Starting off the first Sunday was Dr. 
Clarence Collison who switched from the KHPA 
talks that pertained to the more experienced 
beekeeper to the beginner and was great at moving 
from one level of beekeeper to another level.  This 
was followed up by experienced members of our club 
who continued on with the training aspects of 
Beginners Beekeeping.  From what the majority of 
the evaluations were it was the success that we had 
hoped for.  If I were to tell you we could grant every 
wish and do a 100 percent making everyone happy I 
would be ecstatic, but the truth is there are speed 
bumps and with these evaluations we will strive for 
the 100% next year.  We did have an audio problem 
and we are still waiting for that person who is highly 
savvy with electronics to step forward.  One thing 
needs to be realized that this is a Beginners Class and 
we presented the basics only.  It takes time to become 
proficient in anything we do in life and beekeeping is 
no different.  The one advantage to this class is you 

have gotten the basics and attending as many 
meetings as you can is a great help as we do present 
some of these programs throughout the year that are 
pertinent to that time of year and go into greater 
detail.  There are always experienced beekeepers at 
these meeting to ask questions to plus at the end of 
the program we have a question and answer time (and 
if the president forgets, stand up and let him know).  
The library is an excellent place to get well 
documented material.  In talking to some of you 
those that attended seemed truly interested in a 
fascinating insect.  We as a club welcome you to a 
very gratifying hobby, future business and member of 
a great organization. 

March 28 was the fourth year that we were 
asked to attend the Prairie Village Earth Day’s event 
with 65 vendors promoting eco-friendly items to help 
preserve the earth.  This is a great group that is trying 
to help with issues that seem to be present every day 
of our lives.  It amazes me the interest in our Honey 
Bee and what they can do to help save it.  There are 
numerous ways that people can help out and one of 
the easiest ways is to plant insect friendly plants, 
maybe a 5 foot square maybe 10 foot or more, BUT 
watch what you buy.  Are they hybrid, if so they lack 
nectar and pollen, are they treated with 
neonicotinoids or some other harmful pesticide?  The 
interest and the good questions were there. It always 
seems worthwhile to pass on information to the 
public about Honey Bees and Beekeeping and its 
rewards. 

I’ve been saying it’s dry and the other evening 
it was proven to me.  Around 9:00 P.M. I received a 
call from one of the property owners where I have 
bees.  He had just gotten in the house to take a 
shower and clean up.  He has taken classes and is 
licensed to do field burns and has done them 
numerous times before.  His intention was to burn 5 
acres and had it set up to do so with a road to stop 
one way and a mowed area in the other direction.  As 
you can guess, the wind came up; it jumped the road, 
and the fire department was called after they realized 
he and his wife could not control it.  The fire truck 
got stuck and then the hydraulic pump on the truck 
overheated to help matters.  He noticed the fire 
heading toward the bee hives and headed out with his 
tractor and water sprayer to the hives.  The next day 
we went down there and the burned area was within 
18 to 24 inches of burning the hives.  The bees are 
still flying but I bet they were in the evacuation mode.  
I also heard of another beekeeper this year who had 
mowed a large area around his hives.  As luck would 
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have it this was the only yard of mine that was not 
mowed.  This is just some food for thought.   

If you are a new beekeeper very carefully 
choose your location.  It should have easy access, a 
water supply, and be out of sight if in town, (check on 
city regulations) and have lots of sunlight. 

Hope to see you all at the next meeting and 
welcome to a fantastic and a rewarding hobby.  Have 
fun with the bees, they’re quite an important insect.  

    

2015 Meeting Dates for 2015 
Meetings are held at the Douglas County Fairgrounds 
at 2110 Harper St.  It is easily accessible from K10, 
turn north on Harper Street and it is just a few blocks.  
We are in Building 21 North which will be on your 
left you turn into the fairgrounds. 

 

 Monday, May 18 7:00 pm Supering and 
Producing Comb Honey 

 June 6--FUNDAY! 
 Full day workshop 

Keynote speakers--Dr. Marla Spivak & Dr. 
Marion Ellis & Dr. Chip Taylor 

 July 19th   Annual Bee-Bee Q & Pot Luck 
Dinner & Watermelon Feed at Zimmerman 
Kill Creek Farm, DeSoto -Bee Olympics 

 Monday, August 17, 7:00 pm Honey Judging, 
Integrated Pest Management 

 Monday, Sept 21 7:00 pm Getting Bees Ready for 
Winter 

 Monday, October 19 7:00 pm Evaluating Your 
Hives and Making Plans for 2016 

 Monday, November 16 7:00 pm TBA 

 Monday, December 21 7:00 pm Holiday 
Cookies and Youth Scholarship Auction 

 January 11, 2016 (2nd Monday) Youth 
Scholarship presentations 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Mentoring 
 During the beginning beekeeping class the 
question was asked if the club had a mentoring 
program.  The answer is no. We have discussed it 
several times at our board meetings but have never 
come to a consensus of what to do.  We all do what 
we can.  Steve and Becky teach a monthly class in 
Topeka.  Robert, Andy and Kristi all help a lot of 
people in their own way.  Next month I hope to have 
a list of other members who are willing to mentor and 
the times and locations or their activities. 
 Cecil and I are going to invite members who 
are interested in working through hives with another 
beekeeper on a monthly basis.  We are willing to have 
members come to our home on the first Monday of 
the month from May through October.  The cost will 
be $10 per person with the proceeds going to the 
youth scholarship program.  Members are asked to 
bring their own protective clothing.  There are only 2 
of us so we’ll just see how it goes.  The times are 5:30 
pm – 8 and people can stay as long as they want.  
They can come when it is convenient for them too.  
We are hoping to keep this fluid to accommodate 
more members.  Our address is 19201 S Clare Rd, 
Spring Hill KS 66083. 913-856-8356. 
joli@heartlandhoney.com. The dates are May4, June 
1, July 6, August 3, September 7 and October 5.  

Funday Needs 
 
We have a few goals this year—maybe you can help 
us out— 

1. We would like to have a sound system for 
each meeting room space.  We have several 
but are in need of several more.  If you have 
one that we can borrow please call Joli at 913-
856-8356 or email at  
joli @heartlandhoney.com 

2. We would also like some volunteers who 
would take charge of one meeting room each. 
Their responsibility would be to make sure 
that the guest speaker is using the mike and 
that the PowerPoint projector is ok and their 
program is loaded up.  You could then go on 
to what you wanted to hear but be back to 
that room for the next guest speaker.  

 

mailto:joli@heartlandhoney.com
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The Honey Pot 
By Becky Tipton 

 
 
We are a small industry.  That makes it extremely 
important that we help each other when we can.  Like 
most farmers, beekeepers are strong individualists—
they do things for themselves that many people 
would hire done.  Small business mentality keeps us 
working long hours and trying to make our product 
(honey) the best it can be.  I am proud that so many 
folks are joining our beekeeping community.   
 
The perfect example of this remarkable individualism 
is found in our members Jim and Wanda Morford.  
They travel to Lawrence for our monthly meetings 
from Kanopolis, KS (that’s out past Salina!).  There, 
they have a wonderful lavender farm!  They opened 
their home to the North Central Beekeepers a couple 
weeks ago to help other beekeepers in their area and 
encourage new beeks.  Steve and I were able to drive 
down and spend the day.  We enjoyed ourselves and 
learned a lot!  (Who knew there are so many different 
kinds of lavender?)  Wanda and Jim treated us all to a 
delicious lunch with “Chocolate covered Honey 
Bees” for dessert.  Wanda shared the recipe for these 
little gems—just the right combination of sweet and 
crunch.  Thank you, Wanda! 
 They will be presenting at our Marla-velous 
Funday, June 6th “Growing Lavender for Bees”. 

   
Honey Bee Mines 
½ cup peanut butter 
1/3 cup softened butter 
 ½ cup honey 
1 ¼ cup crushed crisped rice cereal (Rice Krispies) 
¼ cup chocolate chips 

Slivered almonds 
 

- Combine the peanut butter, butter, honey and 
crushed rice cereal in a bowl and stir until well 
mixed. 

- Shape teaspoonful of the mixture into balls 
and chill until firm. (A small portion scoop 
works well.) 

- Measure chocolate chips into a microwavable 
bowl and heat at 15-second intervals until 
they are melted. Stir after each interval. 

- Drizzle chocolate in stripes over the honey 
balls. (Melted chips may be placed in a small 
plastic bag.  Snip a tiny hole in one corner and 
use the baggie like a frosting bag to apply the 
melted chocolate.) 

- For bee wings, set 2 almond slivers on top of 
each honey ball, using a dab of chocolate to 
secure them.  Cool completely before serving. 

- Makes 2 dozen. 
 
I am always looking for recipes to do make-overs.  
You know, using leftovers in such a way that Steve 
doesn’t know they are leftover.  This salad can be 
made using left over fried chicken, baked chicken or 
even smoked chicken.  It just takes a few minutes to 
put this together. The dressing is sweet and tangy, 
delicious. 
 
Asian Chicken Salad (2 servings) 

3 cups shredded napa cabbage 
3 cups shredded romaine lettuce 
2 cups fully cooked sliced chicken (baked or crispy 
fried) 
1 small red bell pepper, seeded and deveined, thinly 
sliced 
½ cup chopped carrots 
1 11 oz. can mandarin orange slices, drained 
½ cup slivered almonds, toasted 
1 Tbsp. toasted sesame seeds 
  
Orange Vinaigrette: 
• 1/4 cup orange juice 
• 2 Tbsp. balsamic vinegar 
• 1 tsp. Dijon-style prepared mustard 
• 2 tsp. honey 
• 1/8 tsp. cracked black pepper 

  
Garnish: 
• 1/4 cup chow mein noodles 
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Heat chicken and cut into bite-size pieces. Combine 
cabbage, lettuce, red peppers, carrots, oranges, 
almonds and sesame seeds in large salad bowl; set 
aside. In a small jar with a tight-fitting cover, combine 
the orange juice, vinegar, mustard, honey and pepper. 
Cover and shake well until combined. Add the 
chicken to the salad; pour the dressing over the salad 
and toss well. Garnish with the chow mein noodles 
and serve. 

  
Looking for a recipe using honey, e-mail me at 
bstbees@embarqmail.com and I’ll search my 
cookbooks and try to find what you’re hungry for! 

Tips for April 
 Consider helping a neighbor get started in 

beekeeping by selling them a split from your hive.  
You can buy a queen from a queen breeder.  This 
could keep your bees from swarming later in the 
year! 

 Watch for swarms—there goes your honey crop! 

 Equalize hives to minimize swarming:  brood 
from healthy hives may be transferred to a weaker 
colony.  Food frames could also be shared. 
WARNING: never move frames unless you 
know where your queen is. Find the queen first.  
Never make an exception to this rule. 

 You should have several frames of brood in your 
hives now.  If you don’t, then you have a 
problem. It may be your queen or there aren’t 
enough nurse bees to take care of brood.  The 
queen won’t lay more eggs than the workers can 
care for.  

 Clean and scrape off your bottom board  

 Using screened bottom boards will help with 
Varroa control a little and colony ventilation a 
whole lot.  Good ventilation means less work 
cooling and reduce stress in the colony 

 Keep up or start your recordkeeping. 

 Check the level of your hives, they should tip 
slightly forward. 

 Entrance reducers can be removed any time after 
the first of April. 

 Check colonies for food-if they need food, feed.  
If they have food-don’t feed unless you want to 
make some splits or increases—if you feed too 
much it encourages swarming 

 Check for pollen stores, usually pollen is on the 
2nd frame in on both sides-the outside frame is 
usually honey and the next frame in is usually 

pollen. 

 Plant trees and shrubs for your bees.  Plant a tree 
and feed bees for the next 100 years. Contact the 
Kansas Department of Parks and Wildlife for 
wild-life” bundles. However you have to 
remember in October to do this. 

 Put a swarm trap in your bee yard.  Bees are 
valuable. 

 Send in your Funday Registration or go online to 
nekba.org to register and pay online—it’s going 
be Marla-velous! 

Funday Update 
We are diligently working to line up a fantastic 

program for you.  
In this Buzzer there is a flyer and form to 

register for the day or you can go online and 
register and pay with your credit card—nekba.org. 
 Be thinking of items that you can bring to the 
silent auction to benefit the youth scholarship 
program. 

Do You Want Swarms? 
 If you would like to be notified of swarms in 
your area call Cecil at 913-856-8356.  You could also 
call your local fire department, local Park and 
Recreation department, or any local pest control 
companies.  Give them your name and phone number 
and they’ll be happy to pass any swarm calls along to 
you!  

Lemon Bars 
1 pkg. of lemon pudding cake mix 
½ Cup butter 
1 egg 
1 container lemon frosting 
1 8oz. package cream cheese 
2 eggs 
May add chopped pecans 1/3-1/2 cup 
 
Preheat oven to 325°.  Combine cake mix, 1 egg and 
melted butter.  Pat into 9 X 13” pan.  Blend frosting, 
2 eggs and cream cheese and a little honey if you need 
to say it has honey in it.  Add chopped pecans if 
desired. Spread on top of cake mixture.  Bake for 30-
40 minutes.  Remove from oven and sprinkle with 
powdered sugar.  Cut into squares when cool. 

 

mailto:bstbees@embarqmail.com
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Old Bee Gal 

By Joli Winer 
 

 I know every year I say that I 
love this time of year the best—but I mean it.  It’s all 
about the bees for me.  I love selling honey and 
making soap but I really love working through hives 
in the spring, with Cecil.  We were fortunate enough 
to escape one Sunday to check some hives and feed 
some bees.  What a treat that was.  So what did we 
look for? 
First: were they dead or alive? 
Second: Was there brood in both hive bodies? If 
there was brood we either combined the brood all 
into the bottom hive body with the empty combs on 
top. Or if there was a lot of brood in both boxes, 
after we did the happy dance because we can split it 
later, we just left it.  If we had a dead out in that yard 
we added a third hive body on top to give them room 
until we can get back.   
Third: If all of the bees and brood we only in the top 
hive body than we put the top hive body with the 
brood down and put the empty box on top.  
Fourth: If the bees had less than 5 or six frames of 
honey we fed them—we want to split our hives to 
make increases so we feed in the spring to encourage 
the queen to lay more eggs.   

This is how we like to increase our hives and 
build up from our winter losses.  We go through each 
hive and find our queen.  Then we count the brood 
and leave 3 frames of brood and bees the first week 
of April, 4 frames the 2nd week.  Leaving more than 
that it is too hard to get them to accept a new queen 
because the population is too high.  Three-four 
frames are the most ideal.   If you are not requeening 
at the same time you would put your old queen back 
in with the brood into the bottom hive body of your 
original hive.  If you are requeening, than you would 
kill your old queen and install your new queen in the 
brood area of your bottom hive body.  We like to 
leave her caged for 4 days and then come back to 
release her.  If you just took out the cork in the candy 
end the bees could chew through that candy and 
release the queen before the bees had gotten used to 
her. 

The extra brood & bees that you have taken 
away for your new splits you will put into a hive body 
in the center and install your new queen, leaving her 
caged for 4 days.  Next to the brood add some open 
frames of foundation or drawn comb.  Then in your 
outside frames, if you have honey and pollen put 

those in the 1 & 2 and 9 &10 positions in the hive.  
Honey frames on the outside in 1 and 10 positions 
and pollen frames in the 2 and 9 positions.  You 
always want to put your brood down, in the bottom 
hive body because bees naturally will move up. 
 When making splits in the same yard as the 
parent hives the field bees will fly back to the parent 
hive.  This leaves your young split/nuc with fewer 
bees to take care of the brood.  This can cause the 
split to actually not make it!  It is best to move the 
split away about 2 miles so that it has a better chance 
to survive.  You can also switch places with the parent 
colony.  Move your smaller new hive to the place that 
the parent hive was and you old hive to a new spot.  
The field bees will return to the young hive in the new 
spot. 
 If you cannot find the queen or anticipate that 
you will have trouble.  You can go out 4 or 5 days 
before you plan to make your splits and go through 
the brood so that you have brood in both boxes.  
Then put your queen excluder between the bottom 
hive body and the top one.  When you come back to 
make your nuc, divide the colony in half, and look for 
eggs-the queen will be in the half with eggs so you 
could take the brood from the other half.  This 
method helps to narrow down how many frames you 
have to look on to find the queen! 

The other way we make nucs when we 
absolutely cannot find the queen is quite tedious, but 
works.  You need an empty hive body and a bee 
brush and a queen excluder.  Go through and count 
your frames of brood, leave 4 below in the bottom 
hive body and make it up with your ten frames exactly 
how you want to leave it.  With your maker put an X 
on the top of the brood frames that you want to take, 
these will go into the top box. Now brush off every 
single bee from every single frame over the bottom 
hive body that contains the brood that you are 
keeping with that hive. It will be quite full. Put the 
bee free frames into your empty hive body, making 
sure that there are no bees in there.  Put your queen 
excluder on top of the bottom hive body (with all of 
the bees) and then put your hive body with the bee 
free frames on top.  The bees will soon move up on 
the extra brood and cover those frames but your 
queen should be confined below.  After 3 or 4 hours 
you can take out your marked brood frames and make 
your nucs, adding a queen to them. Be sure to replace 
the now empty spots in your original hive body with 
empty frames.  

Another important factor is that the bees need 
to have food.  Make sure that there is honey in the 
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hives or feed them!   

Your Package Bees—what to do? 
 
Keep your bees fed; until your second hive 

body is drawn out (all of the foundation is made into 
cells).  Add your second hive body when your bottom 
hive body is almost all drawn out when just the 
outside frames are not drawn out—you can move 
your outside frames in one spot and move the drawn 
out frames to the outside. After your top hive body is 
drawn out add you queen excluder on top, then one 
honey super and the second when the first is drawn 
out.  Quit feeding your bees when you add your 
honey supers. 

Check your bees as often as you want.  Wear 
protective clothing and use your smoker.  Your hive 
will be getting larger and more defensive as it grows.  
Practice lighting your smoker and keeping it going. 

Work your hives in the afternoon when most 
of the field force is out. 

Beekeeping Class Thank You’s 
  

We want to send out a big thank you to 
Dadant and Sons & the A.I. Root Company for 
sending magazines (American Bee Journals & Bee 
Culture) and some great door prizes.  Also big thanks 
to Heartland Honey for donating the hive and bees 
that was won by Doug Fisher from Holton KS. 
 All of the NEKBA volunteers—presenters, 
food and beverage preparers, registration helpers and 
Robert for all of his hard work preparing the 
registration, making nametags and organizing 
everything.  You all are the best.  Our volunteer 
group gets larger every year so it gets easier—Thanks 
to all of you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newbee Tips 
Do as we say—not as we do! 

Here are a few of Joli’s favorite tips for heading out 
to the beeyard and working through your hives. 

 Remember that anytime the bees are flying is 
an indication that the weather is ok for you to 
work your bees 

 Consider keeping your tools in a bucket or 
tool box. 

 Make sure that have your smoker, fuel and 
matches or a lighter with you all the time.  
Also keep a cork to put a cork in the hole the 
smoke comes out of to put out your 
smoker—many a beekeeper has burned up his 
vehicle by not taking this small precaution. 

 Always have your hive tool with you and 
some nails to make quick repairs.  

 Joli likes to take an extra hive body to sit on 
so she doesn’t have to kneel down.  But you 
could use a fishing stool or a bucket with a lid. 

 Other items you might consider in your “bee 
kit” might be a permanent maker to mark on 
your hive such things as the year you put the 
queen in or what type she was—2015 Italian 
marked.  

 Upon leaving the bee yard always glance back 
and make sure that the lid is completely down 
on your hive and that your rock or brick is 
placed on top. 

 We also try to keep newspaper with us and a 
queen excluder and toilet tissue—you just 
never know when they will come in handy! 
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Northeastern Kansas Beekeeper’s Marla-velous Funday 
Saturday, June 6th, 2015 Registration: 7:45-8:45, Program 8:45-5:00 

Douglas County Fairgrounds, 2110 Harper, Lawrence KS  

Fee includes lunch, beverages, snacks & homemade ice cream and a full day of fun! 
Bring your hat & veil—we’ll be working through some hives 

Cost: $35.00 per person for those pre-registered, $40.00 at the door,  

Children under 5 free, ages 6-18, $17.50 for those pre-registered, $20.00 at the door. 

For those pre-registered, by May 26th, there will be a drawing at the end of the Funday to 

reimburse 1 (one) pre-registered person for their registration!   
For information contact Please contact Steve or Becky Tipton at 785-484-3710  bstbees@embarqmail.com 

New this year-register online at nekba.org 
Visit our website at nekba.org for updated information

 
Our special guests will 

include: 
Dr. Marla Spivak MacArthur 
Fellow 

Distinguished McKnight Professor, Extension 
Entomologist, Department of Entomology 

Marla Spivak researches bees’ behavior and biology in an effort 
to preserve this threatened, but ecologically essential, insect. 

Marla's interest in bees began when she worked for a 
commercial beekeeper from New Mexico in 1975. 
She received her PhD from the University of Kansas, 
under Dr. Orley "Chip" Taylor, in 1989. She began as 
Assistant Professor at the University of Minnesota in 
1993. She became interested in hygienic behavior of 
honey bees. This interest has expanded into studies of 
"social immunity", including the benefits of propolis 
to the immune system of honey bees, and to the 
health and diversity of all bee pollinators. Visit Marla’s 
Ted talk at 
https://www.ted.com/speakers/marla_spivak 

Dr. Marion Ellis, a retired professor of entomology 
and researcher from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, will be a feature speaker. We love him! 
 

Chip Taylor Dr. Chip Taylor, Founder and 

Director of Monarch Watch; Professor 

Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology,  

University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS. 
Trained as an insect ecologist, Chip Taylor has 
published papers on species assemblages, 
hybridization, reproductive biology, population 
dynamics and plant demographics and pollination.   

We’ll have incredible Hands On 
Workshops & Presentations at the Bee 
Hives—watch for updates at nekba.org 

 

Swarm Demonstration 

with Dr. Chip Taylor 
 

There are presentations for EVERY level of 
beekeeper! 

Bee Supplies 
Beekeeping Supplies will be available-
watch for updates about which suppliers 

 
Flower & Plant Sale--Douglas County 
Master Gardeners 
 
Door Prizes: The swarm from the swarm 

demonstration will be given away in a single hive. 
There will be door prizes from supply dealers.  You 
must be present to win and you must fill out an 
evaluation form to win any door prizes.  

 
Motels that are in Lawrence:  
Best Western, 2309 Iowa, 785-843-9100 
Hampton Inn, 2300 W. 6th, 785-841-4994 

 

Silent Auction to benefit the NEKBA 

Youth Scholarship Program 

Please bring items to sell and  

money to support our young beekeepers!  

 
Directions to the Douglas County Fairgrounds: 

Take K-10 to Harper Street, go north 2 blocks the 

Fairgrounds.  Harper Rd. is on the east edge town 

and there is a directional sign to the Douglas 

County Fairground  

 

Program and Speakers Subject to change 

mailto:bstbees@embarqmail.com
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Northeastern Kansas Beekeeper’s Marla-velous Funday 

Funday Registration Form 

2015 Beekeeping Fun Day, Saturday June 6
th

, 2015 
Need More Info? Please contact Steve or Becky Tipton at 785-484-3710 or bstbees@embarqmail.com 

New: You can register and pay online at nekba.org. Your contact information will be provided to the club 
through PayPal—please list all participants in the Paypal notes section 

 
Name______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip+4_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone #_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___ I am a member of the Northeast KS Beekeepers 
___ I am not a member of the Northeast KS Beekeepers 
 
I would like to be a member--Club Membership ½ year $7.50 (membership not required) _________ 
_____I would like to receive my Buzzer Newsletter by email 
 
Registration for Funday: 
Adults  $35.00 per person ($40.00 per person after May 26

th
 or at the door)  _________ 

Registration includes admission to the Funday, lunch, drinks, handouts, and an  
afternoon snack of homemade honey ice cream   
There will be an alternative meal available at lunch for vegetarians.  

 
We appreciate early pre-registrations so much that at the end of the Funday, 
we will hold a drawing of all preregistered people and one person gets his registration fee back! 
Youth (6-18) $17.50 ($20.00 at the door or after May 26

th
)     _________ 

Youth 5 and under free 
 
Youth Scholarship Donation         _________ 
 

Total           $_________ 
   
Need More Info? Please contact Steve or Becky Tipton at 785-484-3710 or bstbees@embarqmail.com 
Please make your check out to “Northeast KS Beekeepers or NEKBA” or register & pay online at nekb.org. 
Mail to Robert Burns  
7601 W 54th Terr.  Shawnee Mission KS 66202  email rburns@kc.rr.com  
Names of those attending so a name tag can be ready for you: 
 

 

 

 
New: You can register and pay online at nekba.org. Your contact information will be provided to the club 

through PayPal—please list all participants in the Paypal notes section 

mailto:bstbees@embarqmail.com
mailto:rburns@kc.rr.com
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Honey Plants   By Rose Lee Pollen is required for honey bee larvae to develop and grow 

and is their natural source of proteins, minerals, vitamins and fats. The table shows various sources of pollen and 

color from some of the plants blooming through May. It is compiled from information in Peter Lindtner’s Garden 

Plants for Honey Bees (Wicwas Press 2014), Wikipedia, and John Speckman’s list shown at KHPA). Asterisks refer 

to Lindtner’s rating of pollen and nectar with five stars as the most resourceful 
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HEARTLAND HONEY & BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES 
We carry a complete line of beekeeping supplies including woodenware, smokers, extractors, books, queens, 
package bees and containers. We will trade wax for supplies.  For your convenience please call in advance –Hours 
Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 10:30-5:30, closed Wednesday.    Joli Winer/Cecil Sweeney, Heartland Honey and 
Beekeeping Supplies, 19201 S Clare Rd. Spring Hill KS 66083. (913) 856-8356. joli@heartlandhoney.com   

FISHER'S BEE SUPPLIES 
We carry a complete line of beekeeping supplies. See us for your woodenware, smokers, containers, foundation, 
beekeeping books, extractors, queens and package bees. We also have extractors for rent. We will trade wax for 
supplies. Our hours are: 9:00am - 5:00pm Monday - Friday and Saturday after 8:30am. You should call before you 
come to make sure we are here.  
ED FISHER 4005 N.E. 132nd Street, Smithville MO 64089  816-532-4698 

DRAPER'S SUPER BEE 
We offer fast and courteous service to all beekeepers.  We sell all the supplies for beekeeping, containers, pollen  
 and honey for those who run short.  Order is shipped the same day as received in most cases.  Free catalog available on 
request. Pick up orders at our warehouse must be pre-ordered and picked up by appointment only.  Business Hours: 
Mon.-Thur. 8-5; closed from 12-1.   
Brenda and Larry Draper, DRAPER'S SUPER BEE; 914 S St. Auburn NE 68305    PHONE: (402) 274-3725. 

THE HAWLEY HONEY COMPANY 
For Sale: White Clover honey strained in 5 gallon buckets.  We will pack it in your jars for an extra fee.  Bee equipment, 
new and used. Jars, foundation, bears, comb honey, used extractors.  Bees: frames of brood. Corn syrup or sugar by the 
5 gallon bucket or barrel.   If you need it, we probably have what you want.   
Raymond Cooper, 220 N Elm, Iola KS 66749.  Call: 620-365-5956 after 8:00 p.m. 

JORDY’S HONEY 
We carry a full line of beekeeping supplies.  Bee Hives, Supers, Frames, Foundation, Honey Containers, Smokers, 
Beekeeping Books, Queens, Packaged Bees and much more.  Our hours are 8:00 am to 6:00 pm Monday-Friday and 
weekends by appointment.  Please call in advance so we can have your supplies ready when you arrive.   R 
Robert Hughes, 12333 Wedd Street, Overland Park, KS 66213    PHONE: 913-681-5777 

NORTHEASTERN KS BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOC. 2015 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
NAME________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY___________________STATE____________ZIP+4_______________________________ 
 
PHONE___________________________Email address_________________________________ 
 
I would like to receive the newsletter, The Buzzer, by email   Yes_____ No_____ 
 
Membership Northeastern KS Beekeepers per year (July.-Dec. $7.50) $15.00 ______________ 
$15.00 (Jan-Dec)  
Additional family members wanting voting rights $1.00 per person  $1.00 _______________ 
Additional Family member’s names_________________________________ 
(Youth Membership (18 years of age or under)  $7.50_______________ 
Membership for Kansas Honey Producers Assn.  $15.00______________ 
American Bee Journal 1 year  $21.00________________ 
Bee Culture Magazine (formerly “Gleanings”) 1 year  $25.00________________ 
Youth Scholarship Donation  ______________ 
 Total ______________ 
Make checks payable to: NEKBA or Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers Assn. 
Mail To: Robert Burns, 7601 W 54th Terr., Shawnee Mission KS 66202    913-831-6096    email  rburns@kc.rr.com 

Now you can pay online at nekba.org 

mailto:rburns@kc.rr.com
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Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers Association            

Robert Burns, Treasurer 
7601 W 54th Terr 
Shawnee Mission KS 66202 
 

Address Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Monday night 
April 20th 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers’ Association 

 Membership is open to anyone who is interested in bees or bee culture.  Dues are $15.00 per calendar year (December 
31-December 31) for the first in the family joining. Those joining in July or later in the year may pay $7.50 for ½ year.  Additional 
members of that family wanting voting privileges shall be assessed dues at $1.00 per year.  Youth memberships (18 years of age 
and younger) are $7.50 per year.   New memberships and renewals should be submitted to the treasurer. 
 The Bee Buzzer is the official publication of the Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers’ Association, Inc. and is published 
monthly.  Commercial ads are accepted in the newsletter for a fee, non-commercial ads by paid up members are accepted and are 
free. 
 The library of the association is free to all members.  Books may be checked out at the meetings and kept for a period of 
30 days.  The bee publications, The American Bee Journal and Bee Culture can be subscribed for through the treasurer. 
 The Association meets each month on the third Monday at 7:00 p.m. except during the months of January, March, June 
and July. A beekeeping class is held in March.  This is a nonprofit organization; elected officers serve without pay.  Everyone is 
invited to attend the meeting.  Check The Buzzer or our website at nekba.org each month for the actual date, time and location. If 
the weather is bad call an officer to find out if the meeting will be held.  

 2015 Officers 
President: Andy Nowachek, 10921 W 91st Terr, Shawnee Mission KS awn@everestkc.net    913-438-5397      
1st VP: (youth scholarship) Christy Milroy, 23840 W 207, Spring Hill KS 66083 Christy.D.Milroy@sprint.com 913-707-2003 
2nd VP (Librarian): Alex Pantos, 2920 Stubbs Rd., Tecumseh KS 66542     MarlenePantos@yahoo.com     785-633-6283 
3rd VP (Honey Plants): Rose Lee, 1126 S 4th St, Atchison, KS 66002  rlee5407@sbcglobal.net   913-367-6264 
Secretary: Jo Patrick, 611 E Sheridan, Olathe KS 66061    brian-patrick@sbcglobal.net   913-829-2682 
Treasurer: Robert Burns, 7601 W 54th Terr., Shawnee Mission KS 66202 rburns@kc.rr.com   913-831-6096 
Program Chairperson: Becky Tipton, 9491 X Rd., Meriden, KS 66512 bstbees@embarqmail.com  785-484-3710 
Editor: Joli Winer, 19201 S. Clare Rd. Spring Hill KS 66083  joli@heartlandhoney.com    913-856-8356 
Webmaster: Robert Burns, 7601 W 54th Terr., Shawnee Mission KS 66202 rburns@kc.rr.com   913-831-6096 

Visit our Website at NEKBA.org 
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