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Reflecting on the Things of the Past
By C.5.

I's hard o make any sense of the world today, You would think with all of the people dying around the world, people
would start 1o take some of these things serious. Bul instead, most people are complaining and have tumed instead to
their crooked ways and gave cause 1o the adversity [o disrespect one another, You'd betler believe that God sees every-
thing that is happaning 1o us, past, present, and future. He knows all, nothing surprises Him, and nothing sneaks by Him
unneticed. He promises that all things work together for the good of those who love Him. This is still true whether or not
we understand why things happen the way they do. No matter how dark or despairing things may seem at the moment,
Godis in full control.

Let me ask you all this, what would happen if you approached a fork in the read and found two signs, one reading “Road
to comfort™ and the other, "Road to adversity™? Would you agree that most of us would probably veer onto the path of
comior wilth a sigh of reliel, because no one wanls 1o expenence pain, disappointment, or loss. Yel through my years of
imprisonment, I've leamed that hardships are essential and part of the believer's spiritual journey.

First of all, adversity reveals our view of the Lord, The maore cleady, we understand who God is and what He desires to
accomplish in us, the stronger cur faith will be and the greater our joy. I's when we stay focused on the negative aspects
of our current circumstances, that we may begin to doubt His loving soversignty and good purpose,

Secondly, I've learned that adversity teaches us the truth about curselvaes. Sinful attitudes and misplaced priorities oftan
come to the surface in imes of affliction. Though we may just want the situation to improve, God intends to leach us
through it. So. it's impertant that we have a willingness 1o leam. Instead of seeing our difficulties as loss, we need o view
them as a means God uses to build our endurance. Then we may be, as James says, in James 1:4, “Let perseverance
finisi its work so that you may be malure and compele, not lacking anytiring. "

God's Word tells us, in Numbers 32:23, "But if you fail to do this, you will be sinning against the Lord; and you may
be sure that your sin will find you oot " And | for one know all oo well, that the secret sinwill lead (o public conse-
quences. It may appear for a season that a person is getting away with a certain sin. Their life may seem 1o be as good as
anyone else’s, but in the end, there will always be evidence of the choices they have made. Sinis a powerful foe. In this
place, |'would say a plain word or bwo 1o those who understand the method of justification by faith, which is in Christ
Jesus, but whose trouble is that they cannot cease from sinning, We can never be happy, restiul, or spiritually healthy until
we become holy, We must be rid of sin, but how is the riddance to be shaped? This is the life-or-death question of many.
The old nature is very strong, and | have tried to curb and even tame it, but it will nol be subdued, Then | would find
mysell, though anxious 1o be better, stubborn. The passions are 5o furious, the thoughts are so changeable, the imagina-
tion is so ungovernable. The desires are 50 wild, that the man feels thal he has a den of wild beasts within himself, which
will eat him up sooner than be ruled by him,

We may say of our fallen nature what the Lord said 1o Job conceming Lesviathan, in Job 41:5, “Wilt thou play with him
as with a bird? or will thouw bind him for thy maidens?™ A man might as well hopa to hold the North wind in the hollow
of his hand as to axpect to control by his own strength, those discipline powers which fall within his fallen nature. So it is
with an ungodly man, you cannal force him to do what a renewed man does most willingly. Yes, you may teach him, and
set a good example, bul he cannot leam the art of holiness, for he has no mind to it. His nature leads him another way.
When the Lord makes a new man of him, then all things wear a different aspect. So great is this change, that the new
nature fellows after rght as naturally as the old nalure wandered after the wrong.

What a blessing 1o receive such a nature that only the Holy Spirt ¢an give. I'm sure you would agree that man is more
than a body made of flesh and bones. He is a spinl, and he has a soul which consisls of a mind, a will, and emotions. It is
the personality of man. Sinners suffer in their mind. They are filled with mental anguish and no matter what they do or
possess there is nothing that completely satisfies them. They suffer emotionally. Since they have chasen 1o run thair own
lives, they become frustrated and angry, emotionally upset, when things don't go their way. They know nothing of faith,
Trusting God, a power greater than thamselves is incomprahansible (o them. They never enter rest in their souls because
one may anly enter the rest of God. As Hebraws 4:3 tells us, "For we which have believed do enter into rest, as He
said, "As | have sworn in My wrath, if they shall enter into My rest,’ although the works were finished from the
foundation of the world.”

Sadly, this world is not a friend o grace. This my brethers and sisters is what God says aboul the cutcome of a person
who attempts to live without Him, who miss merciful, lengsuffering, and slow to anger. Even though in my cwn past life, |
too have gone far into sin and living openly in rebellion. | have done evil with both hands, going lrom bad (o worse while
persisting in ungodiiness. | now realize that my friends and family must have looked upon me with disgust, rather than
with hiope. But not so of my God!

| Shwercomers: for (vt RO, Boy 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
P s (602ZH72-8741 » OCACpx@gmail.com



No one else would éver have thought of justifying those who are guilty. He, in the splendor of His grace having chosen
some of them before the foundation of the word, will not rest until He has justified them, and made them to be accepled in
the beloved. Is this nol written in Romans 8:30, "Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and
whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified.” Thus, we see that there are
some whom the Lord resolves 1o justify, why then should “Sse’ not be in those numbers!? No one but God would ever have
thought of justifying me. | am a wonder to myself, and | doubt not that is equally Seen in others.

Look at Saul of Tarsus, who foamad at the mouth against God's servants, “As for Sauwl, he made havock of the church,
entering info every house, and haling men and women committed them o prison.” (Acts 8:3) Like a hungry wolf, he
worned the lambs and sheep nght and lelt, and yvel histen 10 Senpture as God struck him down on the road o Damascus,
"As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heavaen Rashed around him. He fell 1o the grouwnd
and heard a voice say to him, “Sso] Saal, iy &0 oy parsseets EEF ‘Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. T g
JIEEE, idan i S ERreseuitid f he replied. Ty i b a0 5 000D Mhe @iy S0l pria el G G20 cothil} pbip
st Eim ™ (Acts 9:3-6) It was right there, on his way to persecute more of God's people that Jesus was able lo change
his heart, and 5o fully justified him that before long, this very man became the greatest preacher of justification by faith
that ever has lived.

SaulPaul must have often marnveled that even he was justified, by faith in Jesus Christ, for he once was a persecutor for
salvation by the works of the law, None but God would have evar thought of justifying such a man as Saul, So, | say o
you all, how much mone can He do, the same for sinners like us.

Oh, hew the Lord is glorious in His grace, | can and will say, that the Lord has altogether delivered me from the power of
my former habits and has made me an example of vifue, God cannot lig and in Ezekief 36:26 says this, ‘T will give you
a new heart and put a new spicil in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of fesh.”
Has it ever struck you what a wonderful thing it is for the Lord to give not only a new heart, bul also a right spirit to those
who seek Him? Perhaps some of you may have seen a lobster that has fought with anather lobster and lost a claw, and a
new Claw has grown back? Wouldn't you say that this is a remarkable thing? Bul it is a much greater astounding fact that
a man should have a new hearl given to him. This indeed is a miracle beyond the powers of nature. Let's look al a tree for
a minute. If you cut off one of its limbs, eventually ancther one will grow in its place, but can "we’ change the tree? Can
W' swealen sour sap? Can ‘we' make the thorns bear figs? Wi may be able to graft something better into it and that is
the analogy which nature gives us of the work of grace, but absolutely to change the vilal sap of a tree would be a mirache
indeed,

There is such a marvelous mystery of power thal God works in all who believe in His Son Jesus, If we yield ourselves up
to His divine working, the Lord will alter cur naturg, He will subdue the old nature, and breathe new life inte all who believe
in Him! Let me encourage you all to put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. Where everything was once hard, everything
shall become more tender. Where everything was vicious, everything will become vifuous. Where everything trended
downvrard, evenything shall nse upward with a divine driving force, The lion of anger shall give place to the Lamb of
meekness, the raven of uncleanness shall fly before the dove of purity.

In my 11 vears of incanceration, | have seen with my oWwn eyes manvelous changes of moral and spiritual character. Blas-
pheming men wha now delight in and around the Gospel, Thieves are made honest, and drunkards and druggies are
sober. While liars become truthful, and scoffers become zealous. Wherever the grace of God has appeared 1o a man of
waman it has trained them to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts. This same grace teaches us to live soberly, righteously,
and godly even in this present evil word, Many people may not believe this fact, but it's only because they do not under-
stand the grace and power of God, until they need it for themselves.

Even though we may be living in some troubling times, the life of faith is frequently contrary to typical human living.
Jehoshaphat faced his difficulty by applauding God's past work and faithfulness, and by recalling God's promises, YWhen
wie respond in a similar way, we 100 will be able (o proceed with courage. The natural man (human) response 1o troubled
tirmes is self-pity. And 0 go ower and over the details and repercussions of our problem only makes it seem more threaten-
ing. Inslead, praise focusses our attention on God, and i we are looking 1o Him for our aid, then we can't help but 1o rec-
ognize His sovergignty.

Every trial thal enters our life comes through His permissive will, which means that He has complete control. Whatever His
reasons for allowing these things inte our lives, He is faithful to see us through it all. In 2 Chronicles 20:9 we read, “IF
calamity comes upen us, whether the sword of judgment, or plague or famine, we will stand in Your presence
before this ternple that bears Your Name and will cry out to You in our distress, and You will hear us and save
us."”

confinued on page 9 ...
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THIS IS THE CONFIDENCE WE HAVE IN APPROACHING GOD: THAT IF WE ASK ANYTHING ACCORDING TO HIS
WiLL. HE HEARS Us. AND IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US - WHATEVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE
WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 1 JOHN 5:14-15 (NIV)

PRAYER REQUESTS

| will be 70 years old this March and within 30 days following my birthday | should see the parole board. I'm asking for the
G4 family to agree with me for a positive response to my release hearing. | have been incarcerated for 36 years. |
now have & grandchildren that | would love 1o take to the National Parks camping, fishing, and hiking. | want them o have
good memaories of me baforé | pass away. Thank you ALL for your prayers. With love to everyone there, your brather in
the faith ... D.P.E.

| have a prayer request to ask of the ()G« family. Let me explain. It's been something else these last couple of years.
Mo one ever told me that the sanclification process would hurt 50 badly. But through it all I've leamed the true revelation of
Phifippians 4:13 as well as the importance of obedience. This is what | need prayer for. I've recently went through a
divorce, and it wasn't 50 much the legal part or again, the process, bul it was the ugly, hurtful things being said to me over
that year we were figuring everything out. The more soft spoken | would be, the more ugly the atlitudes grew towards me,
Breaking me down with words cut me deep. Resentment and bitterness can really break the accused one's heart. I'm
asking that you all pray for me that God blessas me with a good Christian lady who loves Jesus as much as | do, I've
applied for some pen pal sarvices, but I've not had any success. | think I've been looking in the wrong places. Recently |
heard that still small voice tells me to writa the church, so here | am. As you keap me in your prayers, please know that
you all will definitely be in mine ... ALA.

Pizase pray for me. I've been having some conflict with my cellie. He has no love, just hate, He has threatencd me
several times and | have asked (o be moved due to the threats. They don't seem o care, until something aclually happens
between us, and bloed is drawn. | really don't want to go 1o ‘seq’, but | will if that's what it takes to get out of this situation
and have peace. | lean heavily on, *I can do all things through Ghirist Jesus who strengthens me” (Phillppians 4:13)
.- RS,

Please agree with me as | pray this prayer, “You Are Thera', Lord, in Geneasis 6:5, it's recorded, “Then the Lord saw that
the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil con-
tinually.” These words assure us thal You are not Blind. With this | know that You see all that is happening on this earth
owver the past couple of years. Lord, my haarl is heavy as young black people are dying at the hands of the police. But
Lord | also know, as Scripture states, none of these things are a surprisa 1o You, And Lord, as hard as it is for me to say,
but | know You command us 1o love even our enemies, Lord bless the men and women that have taken the lives of these
people. And Lord, let them come 1o truly knew Youw. Lond, | also ask You'to bless the families suffering due 1o the loss of
their sons or daughters. | know that only You can comfort them ... J.M.

PRAISE REPORTS

' wanted to send you this notice, in order 1o be a good steward, as I'm being released next month. We've had a long run
tegether, but if you would remove me from the mailing list and use the funds for somecne new 1o the ministry. | thank all of
you there at the (Seercomers for (S hrist for all your love and hard work. | pray that our Father continue to bless you all there
at the: ministry. Your monthly newsletters, cards and birthday cards over the years have helped me get through this prison
sentence. All of your efforts have strengthened my faith, along with the other brothers here I've shared them with. | appre-

ciate all that you do for the body of Christ. May God blass all of you and your families ... R.B.

Hello Shercomers for (Shrist family. | wanted to give the family a praise report. Three years ago, | wrote you all to have the

prayer warnors pray conceming mmy children. We all agreed that our relationship would be restored. Well, God has done

axactly that and then some. I'm now in contact with them, and the beauty of it allis they've never once thrown my past in

my face or even brought it up. That's the way our God restores our lives and relationships, with peace, love, and healing.

Tell everyone to hold their ground, and stay in prayer for their loved ones, don’t frel, but remain cbedient {0 the Most High
God ... US.

I'm writing to let you all know this will be my last letter to the ministry from prison. | want to thank you all for all of the
prayers, newsletlers, cands, and comespondence these last len years. Your comaspondence has really encouraged me (o
try and do the right things from day to day in here and now out on the streets. 1l be hitling you up at your email address
and look forward to meeting with you again ... PB.

Thank you, Jesuslllill My daughter has been finding God in her own way. Long story short some things have happened
for her that have no explanation than God's hand and in turn sha has gotten rid of all of her occult stuff, such as, tarot
cards, astrology sluff, etc. She is researching and Lalking with others aboul the Bible. Her journay is beginning ... Foot
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“Consider it all joy, my brothers, whenever you fall inte various frials, knowing that the proving of your faith
woarks endurance. And let endurance have its perfect work in order that you may be perfect and enhanced,
waniing in nothing. ” (James 1:2-4)

These words of the Spirt, through James, just about say it all conceming the value of trials and temptations. They are
blessings to the children of God. They may not seem 50 when we are hurting, but we who be Overcomers for Christ
spirt builders, would do well to adopt the same philosophy of ‘body builders’ and their adage, “No pain, no gain™. Indeed,
on the one hand, “All disciples seem not joyful at present, but sorrowful; later, on the other hand, it gives back the
peaceable fruit of rightecusnass to the ones who have bean developed through it.” (Hebrews 12:71) Therefor we
are reminded, in 1 Peter 1:6-7, "In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to
suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth
than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ
is revealed.”™

It is human when suffering lo grieve, even 10 be inclined 1o despondency, Dy the pain or trial or l2mplation or persecution.
Yetwe may find courage, nol only in the knowledge that these things like bodily exercise, “We krrow that the law s
good if one uses it properly,™ (1 Timothy 1:8) are given 0 us o0 strengthen us, but also in the knowiedge that when we,
“Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is
undergoing the same kind of sufferings.” (1 Peter 5:9) Believe this, satan is cosmopolitan, he shares his misery with
EVETYONE.

As those who trustin the Lord Jesus, we must remind ourselves what James 1:12 tells us, "Blessed is the one who per-
severes under frial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has
promised to those who fove Him. ™ Furthermore, 1 Corinthians 10:13 assures us, “No temptation has overtaken you
except what Is common to mankind. And God is faithful; He will not let you be templed beyond what you can
bear. But when you are templed, He will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.” For, “then the Lord
knows how 1o rescue the godly from trials and fo hold the unrighteous for punishment on the day of fudgment.™
(2 Peter 2:9)

Because of these things, the saint may face trials and templations with confidence, crying in joy with these words from
Faul, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or
nakedness or danger or sword? As it Is written: ‘For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as
sheep fo be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conguerors through Him who loved us. For |
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything efse in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God that Is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:35-358)

Il finish with this, “Do not waste fime arguing over godiess ideas and ofd wives ' tales. Instead, frain yoursell to be
godiy. Physical trafning is good, but fraining for godiiness is much bafier, promising benefits in this life and in
the life to come.” (1 Timothy 4:7-8 NLT)

God’s Plan is Supreme
By J.H.

I salute you all with the most sincerity from a younger soldier in the army of Christl Your cards and words likewise are
encouraging and add fuel to the fire that is burning in my chest.

Trusting in His plan, 100% of the time, all the time is key. Paler was able o walk on water until he took his ayes off of the
Savior of the world. No matter what storm I'min, | need to discipling myself to keep my eves on Him. | also continue 1o
work on understanding that God's plan is suprema and sometimes people wea love, might not be a pant of day-to-day oper-
alions.
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As you know, through the blood of Christ, true change is possible. | get discouraged when my sister will not help commu-
nicate with my teenage boys, | have so much to pour into them. My family is small, and | have no extended family in San

Diego. And for me, this is a mini slorm that | need o continue to rust in His plan, His provisions and how He s working in
my SON's lives,

In one of my poems, | mentioned that *changing in the streets is not easy”. [n that | was speaking of my inability to change
with all of those distractions, templations, and skewed identities. Prison has been a perfect and ideal location for my par-
ticular situation. | had a chance to understand that people, drugs. money, and “fake friends’ could never satisfy the hole in
imy heart that is perfectly designed (o fit only one thing, JESUS!

Today | have the contact information and | look forward to coming back Into these same prisons and feeding His sheep!

God'’s Creations
By B.T.

| was given a free phone call this moming, 50 1 called one of my daughters. It was nice to hear her voice, and thal my
grandkids liked their cards and pictures | sent them.

Earlier | was writing a letter to a coupla old friends, explaining to them about God's craations. Being in nature whila | was
growing up, with the beauty of God's creations it's easy 1o see the many things God crealed. It is 50 amazing o see how
God crealed everything for a reason. Even with all the beauty it's hard for me to understand how most people don'l see
this beauhy

It's a shame that I'm in here and missing out on everything He has created cut there. When | used to go fishing, hunting
and to the mountains | would always look around at everything. | love nature, all of the animals, birds, trees, the wind, the
fresh air, the clean fresh water that | could see through, rocks, cliffs, the different sizes of mountains. [loved the slars at
night and how close they are, When it rains, walching the snow as it falls and heanng the power of the Lord as the
thunder booms in the mountains makes the hair on the back of my neck stand up.

In God's power He is the Creator of the universe and brings peace in the mountains. Many people don’'t see what God
has given 1o us to steward and take care of. Compare the mountains with the city life, it is 50 amazing how the mounliains
have so much more peace than the city life. City life has so many problems. Prison has so many problems, but we don't
have to live like others. Jesus says, (& EreEe e o fr, LD Qs e P ol Erm S (AT £ G el 1 Gr s E e
R, (S (aE af el aliEEe [(nE crErEErie (e Ed LY (John 14:27, John 16:33)

God knows the beginning from the end. Evenything God has created He's crealed for a reason. Isn't it amazing how the
waler in the mountains find its way (o the ocean, and how water makes everything come alive? Before drugs found their

way into my life, 1 was a funny guy, and | lifted other people’s spirits up. | was caring, respectful, helpful, honest and a
giver. | was raised to know how 1o sunive. | fished, hunted animals for food and raised a vegelable garden.

Sinca having Jesus in my life, I've leamed who | was and who | had become. Jesus has changed my whole life. Today |
am very emotional, and 1 can feel the pain, the hurt and the suffering in people around me. | don't like (o sea people or
even animals huring. | don't like who | was, but today, 1 like who | am in Christ. | was very ashamed of my past, but today
| am forgiven by the blood of Jesus. | am a new creation, saved by my Savior Christ Jesus.

God is 50 full of loving kindness. He seen my ugly life and came to save me by sending His Son Jesus o die on the Cross
He didn't deserve, for me! | was lost but now | have been found. | used to be so blind but now | see. God lives in my heart,
and | can feel Him there. The little things | think | know sometimes help me understand | don't know much without Him,
and apart fram Him | can do nothing.

The Father promised us thal He would never leave us, 50 be strong and of good courage. Many of the things I'm going
through | ried o figure out on my own, and it didn’t come out 1o good. God said, "Don’t get your wisdom from men, but
from above, and don't try to be wise in my own eves.” (1 Corinthfans 2:5) | tried all of that and | failed. So today, | don't
lean on my own understanding. (Proverbs 3:5) The Book of Proverbs teaches us to fear the Lord our God. This is not

continued on page 17 ...
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Soot's Bible Study

Ezekiel 27:1-28:26
The beauty of Tyre was the source of its ‘s pride quaranteed its judgmenl. Conceit or pride in our own
accomplishments should be a danger signal to us. In'. :13-17, “Look here, you who say, ‘Today or lomorrow

we are golng to a cortain town and will stay there aﬂa will do business there and make a profit." How do
you know what your life will be like tomorrow? Fam_:.qfa Bg"’ﬂ:g morning fog—it's here a little whife, then it's
gone. What you ought fo say is, ‘If the Lord wanis fg! we will .Wh and do this or that.” Otherwise you are
boasting about your own preten 5 plans, ﬂndausuch bnasﬂng isevil. Remermber, it is sin to know whal you
ought to do and then not do it.”

God is not against our taking pleasure or finding satisfa

' whEr'r ﬁu do; Ha'ls against arrogance and inflated self-
18 l:h& l:nasis and source of our life.. [27:3-4

As truly wise paople get closer to God "=_"- i gir ne dap&m:l an Himfor quidance. (28:2-3)
- - i - , I |

Hebrews 11:17-31

Abraham was willing to give up His oW VE\HM 10 do 50. See Genesls 22:7-79. God did not let
d in to test Abraham’s faith. Insiead of taking
E: ugh Isaac. Ifyou are afraid to trust God with the
ifs ;m's axample. Because Abraham was willing to
tr g could har . What we receive, however, is not always
5. Material things ww among the least satisfying of rewards. Our
best and greatest rewards await us in eternity. (11 1'.'-"=1'9J'

possession, dream, or person you treas
give up everything for God, he received b3

Psalms 111:1-10 ﬁ ?

The only way o becoma wise is to fear (revere) God. This same thought i N
Lord is the foundation of true knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and
Acquire Wisdom My child, listen when your father corrects you. Don't

you learn from them will crown you with grace and be a chain of

Too often people want to skip this step, thinking they can become wise by life'experience and academic knowledge alone.
But if we do not acknowledge God as the source of wisdom, then our foundation for making wise decisions is shaky, and
wea are prone to mistakes and foolish cholces. (7177:70)

sedin Proverbs 1:7-9, “Fearcf the
ciplne. A Father's Exhorfation:
ect your mother's instruction. What
ound your neck.”

Proverbs 27:15-16

Quarrelsome nagging, a steady stream of unwanted adyﬂs -a form of lmture Paople nag because they think they're not™
getting through, but nagging hinders communication more than it helps. When templed 1o engage in this destruciive habit,
stop and examine your motives. Are you more concefmed about yourself - getting your way, being right = than about the
person you are pretending to help? If you are trul abmﬂnd'wnemla think of a more effective way to get
through to them. Surprise them with words of pat and See at happens. (27:75-16)

S “Foot” Notes

Blessings to you all, | would like you al t xmber that no matler what is happening, even in the worst of circum-
stances, it is you who decides what bed f Teentalhy : !
spiritual freedom cannot be taken M'_n,r..
regardlass of your circumstances,

choices o make as (o how you will respond to any si * circumstance. Again, this is one freedom that can neverbe
laken. Love lo ya'll short and tall. Vaya con Dios!!! Don't ride faster than your angels can fiyl!!
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Reflecting on the Things of the Past By C.5. Lonlinued from page 4
So, what is the focus of our gratitude? Most believers will probably find their thoughts centered on all the blessings God
has given them over the years. We must always tum our gratitude towards God Himself, Instead of simply thanking Him
for what He has done, let's also be thankful for who He is. Since we've come 1o know God as a loving Father, who
watlches over us all, we could easily lose sight of His awesome majesly.

W is this mighty one we call God? In Scripture, the Lord is described with a variety of names and titles. But my favorite
is found in Exodus 3:14, where He calls Himself, “1 AM WHO | AM", which is also the Hebrew word YAHWEH. This name
alone signifies His elernal existence, sovereignty, omnipresence, unlimited power, wisdom, and knowledge. What an
AMAZING God we serve!l Who is also compassionate and gracious, while abounding in levingkindness and trulh, We not
never doubt His love or fear He's unable Io help us. Even when everything around us changes, God remains the same!

Let me leave us all with this, "May the abundant blessings of God fill all of your hearls and homes, every day of your
lives!”

Loving God with Your Mind
By Rick Warren

“Do not merely isten (o the Word, and 50 deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” - James 1:22

We've baen looking at Mark 72:30, ™% mooeg e e Lerd pear S wth s peor Geses, £l pror s, S0 ey
oo, s S febar Saegrn.® One way 1o restate this verse is love God with all your talk, all your feelings, all your
thinking, and all your doing.

Although every person is called to do all of these things, God created each person to be stronger in one area. Thal means
God has shaped you more naturally to be a talker (hear), feeler {soul), thinker (mind), or doer (strength).

Let's ook at the thinkers, who most readily love God with their minds. Do you know that you can love God with your intel-
lect? When you develap and strengthen your mind, it's an act of worship,

One way you can recognize a thinker is by this: When thinkers become believers, they fall in love with the Bible.
FPsailrmy 118:97 says, “How [ love your law! | think about it al day long. " (GNT)

There is no other book in the world like the Bible! [t has the answers to life's questions, including why God put you here on
earth.

We need thinkers—beacause the world needs consideration. Somebody has to be thinking through complex issues and tha
implications of what the rest of us are doing. We need people who think through tough problems and bring solutions 1o the
table.

But thinkers need 1o be careful to also practice humility, The Bible says, “Don’t be impressed with your own wisdom™
(Proverbs 3:7 NLT). Why? Because God is God, and you're notb.

Humility is a cholce. James 4:70 says, “"Humble yourselves before the Lord” (MIV). Humility is something you do to
yourself, And it's not denying your strengths; it's being honast aboul your weaknasses,

Thinkers also need 1o be careful to practice what they know. If you know it, then do it! James 1:22 says, “Do not merely
listan fo the word, and so decelve yourselves. Do what it says™ (NIV).

Your personality is unique and precicus to God, When you use it to serve Him with all your heart, scul, mind, and strength,

Quele (deslly

“The workd’s favorite season is the spring. Al things seem possilie in May.”
= Edwin Way Teale (1899 = 1980) an American naturalist, photographer and writer.
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Appreciate Love

Blessed Mary (mother of Jesus)

Carnations Maother

Commandment Obey

Example Pleases

Forgive Respect

Gifts Sarah (mother of 1saac)

Help son

Holiday Special

Henor Tamar (mother of Perez, in the genealogical line of Jesus)

Listen Thank
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God's Creations by B.T. ..continued from page 7
telling us to be fearful of God, but respectiul of Him. Being respectful we will listen to and live by what His Word has to say
to us. Proverbs tells us 1o get understanding, gain knowledge, get wisdom, and aveoid evil. His Word shows us the way to

00, and our sleap will be swaat.

He says that will even add many days and years to our lives. While seeking treasures, it's
better to se n and le whal the Lord God tells us. Don't follow after riches like gold, silver, rubles, and money.
ven used i ch'young man storing up his riches in bams where moths and bugs can destroy it
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d adore God. Afler which we are (o lead others to the Cross of

amuantsnapp-en werfdar It doesn’t matter
than anything in this world, is that we have.ct

May 4th'<In} 836, a labor'demenstration in Chicage's Haymarket Square turned vielent when a bomb exploded, and demong
tors began rioting.
May 4th - In 1970, Ohio National Guardsmen killed four students at Kent State Unmtydunnganantl war prote
May 4th - In 1979, Margaret Thatck e
May 11th = In 1858, Minnesota w imitted as the thirty-second LS. state.
May 11th = In 1997, the |[BM ving computer Deep Blue defeated world champion Garry Kasparoy with two wins, one [oss,

and three draws ini@ sixs :.' ,
sfully tested its first nuclear weapon. _
LA lens ¢ "-'l:'ted in Waﬂ'lil‘l:gt*:ﬂ'l state. \
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Na;.r 15th - In 1980, Mo:
h emotional wedding. Even the ¢ake was in tiers
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Our Father in Heaven
by S.F,

Dear heavenly Father,
I thank You for this day Lord.
| thank You for me being able 1o see and hear today Lord.

I'm blessed because You are a forgiving bounder, standing heavenly Father,
You have done 50 much for me and You keep blessing me Lond.
Please forgive me this day for everyihing | have done, said and thought that was not pleasing (o You Lord.
1 ask now for Your forgiveness Loed,

Please keep me safe from all danger and harm Lord God,

Help me 1o start each day with a new atlitude and plenty of gratitude Lord God.
Let me make the best of each and every day Lord.

Please clear my mind So that | can hear from You and actept thase things Lord.
Let me nol whine or whimper over things | have no control aver,

And give me the best responsa when | am pushed beyond my limits Loed,
| know that when | cant or don't pray Lord You listen 1o my heart Lord.
Please continue to use me 1o do Your will Lord God,

Continue 1o blass me ahvays 5o that | may be a blessing 1o others always Lord,
Keep ma strong 50 | may help the weak Lord,

Keap me uplified so | may have the words of encouragement for others Lord.
I pray for all those that ane lost, that can’t or won't find their way Lord.
| pray for those that are misjudged or misundersiood Lord,
| pray for those that don't know You intimately Lord.

I pray for those that don't believe in You Lord God,

But | thank You God that | do believe in You Lord.
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