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BARTENDER: Yeah, yeah I got that.

NATHANAEL: I just wanted to be clear.

(LATER THAT DAY, OUTSIDE OF CAESAREA)

(Nathanael drags his feet through a rural area. He sits under a
fig tree, filled with remorse. He looks around; there’s no one for
miles. He'’s alone. He pulls architectural drawings out of his
satchel and rifles through them.)

NATHANAEL:

This was done for You.

(He glances at the sky.)

Blessed are You ... blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the
Universe ...
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(He sighs, shakes his head, as though he’s trying to say
whatever he can come up with.)

Hear, Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One.

(He strikes a flint against a rock and sets fire to the drawings.
As they start to burn ...)

Hear my prayer, O Lord; let my cry come to You ... do not hide
Your face from me in the day of my distress ...

(Tears flow.)

Incline Your ear to me; answer me speedily in the day when I
call ...

(He looks up again, pauses.)

No? This was done for You! Do not hide Your face from me! Do
You see me?

(He sits back under the tree, hugging his knees to his chin while
he watches his dreams burn.)

NATHANAEL (CONT’D): Do You see me?
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Hope Deferred

Let’s be honest ... happiness is a better selling point than
“comfort in grief.” In fact, our human tendency is to assume that
following Jesus = more happiness. We may not always be aware
that’s our spiritual expectation, but when life goes awry and grief
sets in, we quickly rear back at God with questions like:

How could You? Why would You? Don't You see me? Don't You

love me?
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The truth is that grief can be utterly derailing. We know God has
the power to heal, but He doesn’t always heal. At least not always on
this side of eternity. We know He has the power to save our
reputations, our jobs, our loved ones, our hopes, our dreams—but
sometimes He doesn’t. We know God has the power to change and
fix and protect and provide in exactly the ways we want Him to, so
when He doesn’t, it calls into question His love for us and even His
very character.
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But “blessed are those who mourn.”
In the face of suffering or death, God’s comfort in grief seems
like a pretty pathetic consolation prize. Except to those who’ve

received it.
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Your Turn

1. In what ways have you experienced grief in your life? What has your
response been to it?
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The Good and the Grief

“The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found
Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip

found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him

of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’
Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out
of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ Jesus
saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him,
‘Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no
deceit!’ Nathanael said to him, ‘How do you know
me?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Before Philip called you,
when you were under the fig tree, | saw you.””
John 1:43-48
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“For we know that the
whole creation has been
groaning together in the

pains of childbirth until

now. And not only the

creation, but we ourselves,

who have the firstfruits of
the Spirit, groan inwardly
as we wait eagerly for
adoption as sons, the
redemption of our
bodies.” Romans 8:22-23

We can’t skip grief. If we could, we
wouldn’t be capable of fully experiencing
love or laughter or peace or any of the
other good things, because grief reflects
our capacity for the good things. At its
core, grief is the soul’s
recognition that the world isn’t
what God created it to be. That
loss, brokenness, and death are, in fact,
the antithesis of the what He made. And,
like us, He grieves—but not just because
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our sinfulness destroyed His beautiful world. He grieves with us
because He loves us and because nothing we experience escapes His
purview.
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‘Which brings us to Nathanael. It’s probably safe to surmise that
the soon-to-be-disciple didn’t follow Jesus based solely on His
ability to know people’s whereabouts. No doubt the fig tree thing
was cool, but it wasn’t the only thing Jesus knew, because in their
brief exchange, Jesus revealed a much more intimate knowledge:
“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”
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Based on Nathanael’s comment ! to Philip about Jesus’s
hometown, we can deduce he didn’t hide much. He “spoke his
truth.” He was in the habit of “telling it like it is.” Or more
accurately, he was opinionated, perhaps prideful, a little rude, and
kinda prejudiced. And Jesus clearly knew it, gracious as He was in

the way He characterized 2 jt. He’d seen Nathanael under the fig tree
and all the days before. He knew Nathanael’s life story, his hurts and
his triumphs, his fears and his dreams, his weaknesses and his
strengths. Jesus knew what made Nathanael tick. Knew his very
thoughts, whether under that fig tree or standing in front of the
Creator Himself.




image18.png
Such knowledge—such comfort to be so intimately known—
converted the flawed-but-still-called Israelite in an instant; his grief
and heartache forevermore to be carried by the One who saw him.
The same One who sees us when we’re alone, when we’re grieving,
and before we’re even aware He’s there.
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Your Turn

2. In episode 2, Nathanael is grieving under the fig tree. While we don't
actually know what he was thinking about in that moment, according to Psalm

34:18, what do we know?
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3. According to Exodus 3:7, what do we know?
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4. According to 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, what do we know?
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Out of Ashes

Putting ashes on one’s head “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,

was an expression of sorrow, because the LORD has anointed me to

and conversely, putting oil in .

one's hair was an expression bring good news to the poor; he has sent
of rejoicing. me to bind up the brokenhearted, to

proclaim liberty to the captives, and the

opening of the prison to those who are

bound; to proclaim the year of the LorD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who

mourn; to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give them a
beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead

of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that

they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the
LORD, that he may be glorified.”
Isaiah 61:1-3
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“As it is, | rejoice, not
because you were grieved,
but because you were grieved
into repenting. For you felt a
godly grief, so that you
suffered no loss through us.
For godly grief produces a
repentance that leads to
salvation without regret,
whereas worldly grief
produces death.”

2 Corinthians 7:9-10

Through the Old Testament prophet Isaiah,
God promised that the Spirit-anointed Messiah
would turn sorrow into rejoicing. But what does
that even mean, since we’ve already established
that He doesn’t always remove the cause(s) of
our sorrow?

There are simply so many reasons to grieve.
Sometimes poverty or persecution can lead us
to grief. Sickness and death do for sure, not to
mention coming face to face with our own
sinfulness. And God actually uses our grief and
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our distress and our abject need to draw us to Himself. The comfort
expressed in the context of Isaiah 61 was for those who looked to Him for
forgiveness of their sins (Isa. 59:9—15) and for help in the hardship they were
experiencing (Isa. 60:14-18). As a result of their grief, they looked to Him

because of what He could do for them that they couldn’t do for themselves.
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We, in fact, cannot comfort ourselves. Not truly, not profoundly. We can
look on the bright side of life, we can count our blessings and measure cups
half-full, but in the deep recesses of our hearts, we can’t be to ourselves what
we desperately need. And neither can anything or anyone else in the whole
wide world. We can sometimes temporarily affect our own happiness, but we
can’t be the balm we need when happiness flees. And ... it ... flees.
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As we saw in the story about Mary, Martha,
and their brother Lazarus, Jesus grieves too. In
fact, in Isaiah 53, He’s referred to as “a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief, and as one
from whom men hide their faces he was
despised, and we esteemed him not” (v. 3).

It’s not often we think of Jesus as a man of
In fact,
proverbial ditch, we tend to feel like God has

SOITOW. when life goes into the
done something fo us, which means we miss
entirely that He’s grieving with us. While it’s
true that He’s sovereign and sometimes allows
hard things, it’s also true that He remains

present in the hard things—and that He’s

“When Jesus saw [Mary]
weeping, and the Jews who
had come with her also
weeping, he was deeply
moved in his spirit and greatly
troubled. And he said, ‘Where
have you laid him?’ They said
to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’
Jesus wept.”

John 11:33-35

Sovereign:
having supreme or ultimate
power (i.e., God knows and
understands the things we
don’t know or see or
understand yet).
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been through the hard things. Jesus lost people

He loved to sickness and death too, including His cousin John the Baptist
(Matt. 14:1-12) and His earthly father (note the absence of Joseph in John
19:26-27). He lost His reputation in His hometown of Nazareth, probably
along with a lot of His childhood friends (Luke 4:16-29). His entire life, He
was plain and overlooked (Isa. 53:2). He was poor, so He experienced the
physical discomfort of hunger pains and sleeping on the ground (Luke 2:6-7;
2 Cor. 8:9; Heb. 4:14-15). He was rejected, betrayed, cast aside,
misunderstood, mistreated, and ultimately murdered by the very people He
came to save (John 19:1-30).

He was indeed a man of sorrows, intimately acquainted with grief.

Including yours.
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God sees you. He knows what grieves you, and He is grieving with you.
He grieves your grief, the loss of creation as He intended it to be, and the
unending ripple effects of a world that’s been broken and twisted and
darkened. And He’s offering Himself to you in the midst of your heartache.
Think about that ... the Creator of the universe, the all-powerful King, the
Redeemer and Re-Creator—He sees you. And He sees what pains you.
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He’s not asking you to move on from your pain more quickly. He’s not
impatient with you or disappointed in your inability to be okay. He knows
that with some forms of pain come scars of the past and/or fear of the future,
and He’s not responding to your confusion, anger, or uncertainty by pulling
away from you. Like any good parent would respond to a hurting child, God
moves toward you in your pain, which means blessed are you who mourn,

because you will be comforted by the God who loves you, the One who’s
favor is upon you.
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And the knowledge of that should change everything. We grieve, but God
grieves with us; we are never alone. God sees us, intimately understands us,
and moves toward us, never abandoning us to our pain—on the contrary. He
holds us with a steadfast love and promises to turn our sadness into praise.

How?
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By bending low to rescue us and heal
us, the first day and all the days.




image32.png
“But you, O LORD, are a shield about me, my glory, and the

lifter of my head.”
Psalm 3:3

“The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the
crushed in spirit.”
Psalm 34:18
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“The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one

who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he
will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud
singing.”
Zephaniah 3:17

“And we know that for those who love God all things work

together for gOOd, for those who are called according to
his purpose.”
Romans 8:28
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By dwelling with us, the Comforter Himself living

in our hearts and interceding on our behalf.
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“I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to
be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You
know him, for he dwells with you and will be in

You. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”
John 14:16-18

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do
not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit
himself intercedes for us with groanings too

deep for words.”
Romans 8:26
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By using us to comfort others and point

them to the One who comforts us.
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Lesson 2




image37.png
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in
all our affliction, SO that we may be able to comfort
those who are in any affliction, with the comfort
with which we ourselves are comforted by God. For
as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through
Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. If we are afflicted,
it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it
is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently
endure the same sufferings that we suffer. Our hope for you is
unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you
will also share in our comfort.”
2 Corinthians 1:3-7
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“Rejoice with those who rejoice, WEEP with those who

weep.”
Romans 12:15

“For to me to live is Christ, and to die
is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I
cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two.

My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for

that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is

more necessary on your account.”
Philippians 1:21-24

Paul was a disciple of Christ
who was persecuted for his
faith. He longed for death
because it meant being with
Jesus in heaven and the end
of his pain. But he also knew
that continuing in the flesh
meant telling more people

about Jesus and the comfort

and hope He provides.
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By giving our grief an expiration

date ... because someday heaven.
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“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.”
Luke 6:21

“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall
be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor
pain anymore, for the former things have passed
away.”

Revelation 21:4
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“They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun
shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in
the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will
guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe

away every tear from their eyes.”
Revelation 7:16-17
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Your Turn

5. In light of the preceding verses, describe God’s favor toward those who grieve.
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6. Jesus read Isaiah 61 out loud in the synagogue of His hometown and then said,

“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21)—i.e., I'm the One Isaiah
was talking about; the One who binds up the brokenhearted, frees the captives, and

comforts those who mourn.

How have you experienced Jesus in these ways throughout your life?
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7. How does knowing that Jesus experienced grief throughout His entire earthly life
impact the way you see your own?
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8. Read John 10:14-15. Jesus is our Shepherd and He leads us to “springs of living
water” (Rev. 7:17). But sometimes we get stuck in our grief and we resist His leading. How
does knowing He's the good Shepherd—our Comforter, Empathizer, Rescuer, and Healer—
make it easier to let Him lead you?
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EXT. HOSTEL (NIGHT)

(Jesus steps out into the night and latches the door behind Him.)
PHILIP: Rabbi.

(Jesus turns to see Philip walking up with Nathanael. He adjusts his
posture and seems genuinely honored.)

JESUS: Well, this is a good night.

(The two men are confused. To Philip—)

JESUS (CONT’D): Do you know who stands beside you?

PHILIP (mystified): This is my friend, Nathanael.

(Jesus doesn 't take His eyes off Nathanael.)

JESUS: Yes, the truth-teller.

(That gets their attention.)

NATHANAEL: I'm sorry?

JESUS: Man is often deceitful ... and Israel began with Jacob, a bit of a
deceiver, yes?

NATHANAEL: Yes?
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Nathanael (ak.a., Bartholomew)

While at first reluctant, Nathanael became a
follower of Jesus as a result of Philip’s persistent
encouragement to investigate the possibility that
Jesus might be the promised Messiah (John 1:43—
51). John explicitly named Nathanael among the
apostles (John 21:2), though the name Nathanael
does not otherwise appear in the four Gospels;
rather, they name “Bartholomew” in their lists of
apostles (Matt. 10:1-4; Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12—
16; Acts 1:13), and we're led to conclude that the
one man had two names: Nathanael Bartholomew.
Incidentally, double-naming was common in the

first century, even among the twelve apostles (for
example, Simon Peter and Levi Matthew). Various
traditions say that Nathanael Bartholomew later ministered in Turkey with
Philip (not a surprise), in Parthia with Andrew (the region of modern-day Iran
and Afghanistan), in Egypt with Peter, and even as far as India. A variety of
traditions report quite different means for Nathanael’s martyrdom: flayed
alive, crucified, beaten to death, beheaded, and/or drowned in the sea
(believed to have occurred in AD 82).
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NATHANAEL (looking at Philip): What did you say about me?
(Philip shakes his head.)

NATHANAEL (CONT’D): What is this? How do You know me?
JESUS: I've known you long before Philip called you to come and see.
(Off Nathanael's sideways glance ...)

JESUS (CONT’D):

Don’t look at him; look at Me.

‘When you were in your lowest moment, and you were alone ... I did not
turn My face from you. I saw you. Under the fig tree.

(Nathanael's eyes widen.)

NATHANAEL: Rabbi.

(Philip is clueless but watches with excitement. Nathanael's eyes fill.)
JESUS: There it is.
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NATHANAEL: You are the Son of God. The King of Israel.

PHILIP: I knew it!

JESUS: Well, that didn’t take long.

PHILIP: He doesn’t mess around.

JESUS: Because I said to you, “I saw you under the fig tree,” you
believe? You’re going to see many greater things than that.

(Jesus grabs his shoulders, leans into Nathanael' s now awestruck face.)

JESUS (CONT’D): Like Jacob, you’re going to see heaven open, and
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.
That’s Me, by the way.

NATHANAEL (chuckles): Yeah, I got that.

JESUS: Good. I know you like to be clear.

(Andrew and Simon emerge from the hostel with urgency.)




image49.png
ANDREW: Rabbi, sorry to interrupt, but John just arrived with a
message from Syria.

JESUS: He came back?

SIMON: Yes, he said people are already gathering to meet You, many
with afflictions to be healed. (excited) Your fame is spreading ... the
good kind.

ANDREW: You should rest, Rabbi. We should leave early.

JESUS: Thank you, boys.

(They hustle back in. Jesus turns back to Nathanael.)

JESUS (CONT’D):

So, you wanted to help build something that would cause prayer, and
songs, something to bring souls closer to God, yes?

(Nathanael nods.)

Can you start tomorrow?
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Prayer Focus

Talk to God about the things that are grieving you most right now. Thank
Him for His full awareness of your situation and for the fact that He cares.
Thank Him that He knows what mourning is like from personal experience
and that He desires to share in your grief—to come alongside you and
comfort you. Ask Him to empower you by His Holy Spirit to live joyfully—
somehow—in the midst of your grief, and to look forward in hope to the
time when all tears will be permanently wiped away.
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Sample Prayer
Dear Lord,

You know more fully than even
| do that there are things troubling
me and causing me great sorrow. Thank
You that You understand my grief.

Jesus, | recognize that in Your life on earth,
You experienced all kinds of grief too, and it
gives me some comfort to know that You truly
understand and empathize with me.

Help me to be sad about the same things that make
You sad. But at the same time, | need Your help
to move forward in my life in the midst of this
mourning. Through Your Holy Spirit, help me
to allow joy in You to be a part of my
life, even now while | wait.

Amen.
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Philip

The Gospel of John reports that two of John
the Baptist's disciples became early followers
of Jesus and explicity names Andrew, who
then recruited his brother Simon Peter (John
1:35-42). Like Peter and Andrew, Philip was
from Bethsaida, and he is known for recruiting
Nathanael (a.k.a., Bartholomew) to follow Jesus
as well (John 1:43-51). Thus, Philip is
sometimes presumed to be the second of John
the Baptist’s former disciples to follow Jesus.
Philip is mentioned by name several times in
the Gospel of John (John 6:5-7; 12:20-22;

14:6-10) and is said to have ministered later in Turkey, Tunisia, and
northern Africa. He was martyred by stoning (AD 54).
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Lesson 2

THOSE WHO MOURN

and the God who sees

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”
Matthew 5:4
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CAESAREA (DAY)

(Nathanael walks into a bar in Caesarea, defeated. He all but
collapses onto his stool and addresses the bartender.)
NATHANAEL: Your strongest. And cheapest.

BARTENDER: Is something wrong, friend?

NATHANAEL: Yes.

BARTENDER: Did someone die?

NATHANAEL: Yes.

BARTENDER: I'm sorry for your loss. Was it sudden?
NATHANAEL: I think ... it was a long time coming for him,
but it felt sudden.

BARTENDER (furrows brow): Hmm. Tell me about him.
NATHANAEL: He was an architect. It was what he wanted to
be his whole life.
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BARTENDER: Sad.

NATHANAEL: He came from nothing. Worked his way up.
Loved God. He wanted to build synagogues eventually. I know
that’s not very popular around here ... one with colonnades that
sing. Parapets that practically pray. Vaunted halls that draw the
soul upward to God. That’s what God made him for. Or so he
thought.

BARTENDER (shaking his head): He sounds like an ambitious
guy. What did he die of?

NATHANAEL: Hubris.

(Bartender gives him a long look.)

NATHANAEL (CONT’D): It’s me, by the way. I'm the dead
man in the storv.




