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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

BOM approves online, DAR recruiting plans

Compatriots,
Time flies. It’s been a very busy
3½ months since I was honored
with the role of president of ALSSAR. It has been a blessing getting
out to the chapter meetings that I
have attended so far, along with
several Color Guard & Honor
Guard engagements.
To date, I have met many compatriots attending the Spring Leadership
meeting in Louisville, Ky., chapter
meetings at the Gen. John Archer
Elmore, Birmingham, Tennessee
Valley and Little River chapters as
well as the Cahaba Coosa, my home
chapter. I proudly inducted new
officers at both the Tennessee Valley
and Little River chapters.
My wife Sally and I also have attended the Tennessee Society, Mississippi Society and Louisiana Society
meetings. At the Mississippi Society
meeting, I joined the Mississippi
Color Guard in laying the Alabama
Society wreath at the grave of Patriot Lt. Daniel McKie in Oxford, Miss.
A note about our ALSSAR Color
Guard & Honor Guard: we have
more events scheduled to date than
total engagements in all of last year.
Wow! In the last couple of months
alone I have attended the grave
marking of patriot E. Thompson and
patriot William Ryan, both in Sommerville.
On May 6, the ALSSAR Color

Approximately 40 compatriots representing 12
ALSSAR chapters attended the spring Board of
Managers meeting May 14 at the American Village.
The group passed a new online payment system, introduced a recruiting program to reward
Daughters of the American Revolution members
for finding new SAR compatriots and unveiled a
program involving patriot historical markers.
Twelve of the 15 SAR chapters were represented (Etowah, Shoals and Tri-State chapters,
you were missed) for the new online payment
system discussed by Michael Martin, ALSSAR
recording secretary and chairman of the system.
A working group had been organized to address the interest and demand to accept dues

payments online. In an effort to find the best
option, meetings were held with Texas and Tennessee to get their feedback. A proof of concept
was presented to utilize PayPal starting for the
2023 dues season in the fall.
Almost at the same time, a committee comprised of John Killian, Ray Cassel, David Jones
and John VanZant was exploring the possibility
of a life membership plan in the state society,
noting the national society has a life membership
program and several states have successful life
membership plans. That measure was passed at
the state convention in February and can be
found on the state web site.

Tennessee Valley chapter connects Virginia
and Alabama legacies through seedlings

See MESSAGE, Page 2
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ALSSAR vice president Jim Griffith, left, Matt
Candeias, Huntsville Botanical Gardens’ curator
of living collections, with a Madison tree.

The Tennessee Valley chapter
(TVCSAR) has initiated a legacy tree
project to honor James Madison, the
fourth president and the namesake of
Madison County.
ALSSAR compatriots came up with
the innovative plan to honor the intellectual “father” of the U.S. Constitution and federal Bill of Rights by
planting trees associated with his home
throughout Huntsville and Madison
County in an effort to raise the profile
of the famous patriot in the Alabama
county named for him.
In 2019, Jess Brown, chairman of
the chapter’s publicity committee,
contacted the director of horticulture at
Montpelier, the Virginia home of President Madison. Director Allyson
Whalley and others in the administration at Montpelier, such as Robert
Myers and William Bichell, were instrumental in assisting the chapter.
Montpelier officials agreed to extract
a limited number of seedlings from the
200-acre James Madison Landmark
Forest for use as legacy trees. This
See TREES, Page 3
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Pulling double duty in preparation for possible new role
I am sorry that Rita and I were unable to
be with you at the recent meeting of the
Board of Managers at American Village. It
was critical that I attend the Florida Society
Spring Board of Management/Annual Meeting in Kissimmee on the same dates of May
13-14. You may have heard something
about it; our fellow Sunshine State compatriots are back on track and looking forward to
hosting the 2023 Congress in Orlando.
There are several states that traditionally
invite the Secretary General to be the guest
speaker and find out what his plans are for
the coming year. Additionally, the President General calls on the Secretary General to cover events that he is simply unable to attend because of multiple commitments. In fact, I represented PG Wright at
the Annual Conference of the Washington
and Oregon Societies/Pacific District in
Vancouver, Wash., on April 8-9, and again
at the Florida Society meeting in May.
My other activities have included Spring
Leadership in Louisville on March 3-5 and
teleconference meetings of the Executive
Committee on May 9 and 31. I have also
attended virtual meetings of the committees of Strategic Planning, America 250

From the
Desk of the
Secretary
General
SAR, Congress Review, Merchandise, and
Genealogy. I was the guest of the Tennessee Society at their Board of Governors/
Annual Meeting in Franklin, Tenn., on
March 11-12. Along with PG Wright, I
visited Society Headquarters in Louisville
on April 28, and then attended the Annual
Membership Meeting of the Missouri Society in St. Louis on April 29-30 as the
state’s guest. On May 3, there was a meeting of the SAR Foundation Board.
Of great interest for a future relationship
with other similar organizations, and along
with PG Wright, NSSAR Education Committee Chairman Brooks Lyles, and Collen
Wilson and Rae Ann Sauer of the NSSAR
Staff, I attended a Society of Cincinnatihosted symposium, under the auspices of
the American Revolution Institute, at the

Anderson House in Washington, D.C. on
March 30. Several Revolutionary War related and educational organizations came
together to discuss collective educational
possibilities for the 250th anniversary. We
subsequently responded to a survey exploring the possible formation of an American
Revolution Education Consortium.
In addition to fulfilling the “normal”
Secretary General duties, most of my spare
time has recently been spent in preparation
for my possible election as President General with the scheduling of visits around
the nation, making future committee assignments, arranging future speakers for
Leadership meetings, and working on administrative and personal details for Congress and Leaderships. I am deeply appreciative of the financial support you have
agreed for the PG reception after the Installation Banquet. It’s wonderful to see
such a full state society delegation coming
to the Savannah Congress.
Obviously, I am excited and hopeful at
the prospect of being elected President
General and I am truly grateful for your
encouragement and support.
—C. Bruce Pickette

Message
(Continued from Page 1)
Guard, in support of members from the Georgia and Florida Society SAR Color Guard, marched from Fort George to the statue of
Bernardo de Galvez to celebrate Galvez Day in Pensacola. This
commemorates the Battle of Pensacola which took place in 1781
when the Spanish forces defeated the British and took control of
West Florida.
On May 21 (Armed Forces Day), the Alabama Society Color
Guard and Honor Guard joined the 17th annual Blue Star Salute
and Armed Forces Day event in Mobile.
Our Honor Guard fired a volley at 7:30 a.m. for the start of the
eighth annual Run/Walk for Alabama’s Fallen Heroes. And again
at 7:35 a.m., the Honor Guard fired a volley for the start of the one
-mile Fun Run for Alabama’s Fallen Heroes.
There was also a presentation of colors by the ALSSAR Color
Guard and a musket volley at the end of the National Anthem.
On May 28 at the Alabama National Cemetery, there was a Memorial Day flag placement by our ALSSAR Color Guard, who
presented the colors for the opening ceremony. I thank everyone
who assisted.
On June 14, I along with members of the ALSSAR Color Guard
(D. Michael Martin, Martin Brady, Skip Dotherow and Travis
Parker) and FLSSAR president Matt Matthews, presented & posted the colors at the funeral of U.S. Navy Seaman T. Simmons,
killed on Dec. 7, 1941 on the U.S.S. California at Pearl Harbor. I
want to thank the members of the Color Guard and our colleagues
of the Blue Star Salute Foundation (Harry Sessamen and Tom
Long and compatriots of the Alabama Society) for all their work
and dedication. It was a very hot day down on the Alabama/
Florida state line.
Our BOM was held on May 14 at the American Village. We
have several new programs:
• DAR Finders Program (DAR liaison David Jones)

• Online dues payment system that will go live this fall
(chairman D. Michael Martin)
• State Life Membership (ALSSAR secretary Eric Alford)
• Patriot Historical Marker Program (chairman Benny Hannah)
• America 250 SAR Program (chairman Travis Parker)
• Public Relations & Outreach (chairman VP Jim Griffith).
I pulled from a prior newsletter something penned by former
president Edmon McKinley that is worth repeating:
“Let me first remind you that it is both a national and state policy that politics should not be part of our chapter programs. To do
so would not only endanger our 501-C3 standing but many times
it makes many of our members uncomfortable. I would urge you
to have as many programs as possible on the Revolutionary War
and our founding fathers. I have strongly urged this policy this
year. I just want to remind you of this emphasis. We sincerely do
not want programs that might be deferential to your chapters or
the SAR at the state and local level. Some chapters are using materials and having speakers that they do not pertain to the Revolutionary War or the SAR mission. I would urge you to have programs that focus on Revolutionary War, Americans achieving
freedom and presenting content consisting of documents concerning liberty. During this critical time in America, our programs
should contain patriotic content or thought. Programs should include the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and Revolutionary War ideas of freedom and liberty.”
All in all, it been a great and busy 3.5 months with more to
come! Next month, the NSSAR 132nd Congress will convene in
Savannah, Ga., on July 10-15. Our Society has 22 delegates who
will be in attendance and will be shaking the hand and welcoming
in our OWN: NSSAR President General Bruce Pickette.
Serving as your president is both an honor and a pleasure. I
thank you all.
—Bill Daniel
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Trees
(Continued from Page 1)

Friend of the Library (FOL) at the NSSAR
Library, J. Fred Olive, PhD. provided a review
of the Friends of the Library Program (which
can be accessed online at https://www.sar.org/
friends-of-the-library-fol/). Edmon McKinley
provided a review of the George Washington
Endowment Fund (to become a GWEF Fellow, complete the attached form at https://
www.sar.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/
GWEF-Brochure-2020.pdf).
The DAR Finders Program, discussed by
compatriot David Jones, rewards DAR members for their recruitment efforts of approved
members of ALSSAR. DAR members who
recruit three prospects whose applications are
approved will receive the Martha Washington
medal and certificate; six prospects whose
applications are approved will earn the Medal
of Appreciation and certificate; and nine prospects whose applications are approved will
earn the Daughters of Liberty medal and certificate.
Tennessee Valley compatriot Benny Hannah,
chairman of the Patriot Historical Marker Program, spoke on the new ALSSAR program, in
partnership with the William F. Pomeroy Foundation. The Pomeroy Foundation accepts proposals for Patriot Historical Markers in two
cycles (spring and fall) and, if approved, the
foundation provides the marker, post and shipping of the marker to the ALSSAR.
Hannah will oversee the program in north
Alabama, but another compatriot is needed to
work with the central and south Alabama areas. For more information, e-mail Hannah at
benny.harris.hannah@gmail.com.
Travis Parker, chairman of the “America
250 SAR” program, discussed the upcoming
campaign, which can be found online at
https://america250sar.org/
The America 250 SAR is an opportunity to
grow our societies’ membership by letting the
public know about us and what we do. The
America 250 SAR is our opportunity to celebrate the lives of our patriot ancestors through
activities and programs that serve schools,
churches, veterans, patriotic and service organizations in your community. SAR state
societies and local chapters, through collaborative community activities, enhance your
value as an organization leading patriotic education and awareness in your community.
Parker, chairman of the veterans programs,
also provided a review of upcoming events:
• Wreaths Across America — On Dec. 17,
Wreaths Across America will be at the Alabama National Cemetery to remember and
honor our veterans via laying a Remembrance
Wreath on the graves of our fallen heroes.
• Honor Flight — flies World War II, Kore-

an War and Vietnam War veterans to visit
their memorials in Washington, D.C. There is
a waiting list of almost a year. The Lone Eagle
Program is for certain urgent medical conditions. Alabama now has a Hub in the newly
established “Wiregrass Honor Flight Network,” recognized by National as a “Patriotic
Outreach Program.”
• We Honor Veterans — getting Hospices
and Veterans working together to help with
the last days of a veteran under their care. The
Vet-to-Vet Program aims to pair recruited
veteran volunteers with veteran hospice patients. Once paired, Veteran Volunteers have
the unique ability to relate and connect with
each patient.
• Luke’s Wings — a non-profit dedicated to
the support of wounded, ill and injured service
members and police officers, provides families with the means to visit during recovery
and rehabilitation.
ALSSAR vice president Jim Griffith is the
chairman for the ALSSAR Public Relations
and Outreach Program and reviewed a number of programs and messages that he and
Jess Brown have utilized in the Huntsville
market (TV, radio, billboards, ancestor
search for local news anchors, just to name
a few). To help with this effort we are seeking a central and south Alabama compatriot
to work with Jim. If interested please contact Griffith at jgriffith1963@outlook.com
Cade McCool received the Bronze Color
Guard Medal and the State Medal of Distinguished Service at the BOM, while Michael
Martin was honored with the Bronze Color
Guard Medal.
ALSSAR delegates for the 132nd Congress in Savannah, Ga., were chosen at the
spring meeting. The group includes David
Malcom Jones, William Emmett Daniel Jr.,
Edmon Howard McKinley, James H. Maples, William Oliver Stone, Phil Rod Hildreth, Clarence David Billings, James Kenneth Griffith Jr., Eric Daniel Alford, David
Michael Martin, Ronald Allen Bearden,
Joseph Dekalb Barker Jr., Thomas Robert
Thomas, Bruce Alden Buehler, Robert Lee
Anderson Jr., Price Lovell Legg, Richard
Howard Wells, Jerry Allison Haynes, Benny Harris Hannah, Carl Bruce Kilgore, Owen Ferrell Pharr Jr., Donald Lee Roberson
and William Thomas Dean Ill.
Congress will be held on July 10-15. Alabama compatriot and NSSAR Secretary
General Bruce Pickette is scheduled to be
inducted as President General.
The ladies auxiliary, as usual, prepared a
great lunch for BOM members, with six auxiliary members providing lunch to the attendees.
—Bill Daniel

(Continued from Page 1)
forest is a protected and dedicated
area for tree growth and preservation at the estate and is home to
very old and large hardwoods.
Based on recommendations
from experts, the tulip poplar was
chosen. This hearty and majestic
tree is the largest of hardwoods in
the eastern United States and
seemed appropriate for honoring
this very important figure of
American history.
Retrieval of the seedlings was
delayed for many months as a
result of Montpelier being closed
during the pandemic. In late July,
2021, a dozen seedlings were finally acquired and transported to
Huntsville.
The trees were then placed under
the care of the professional staff at
the Huntsville Botanical Gardens.
The chapter was advised that the
trees should be at least three to
four feet in height before being
planted at a new permanent home.
In recent months the chapter has
been assessing a variety of possible locations for planting the trees.
Schools with “Madison” in their
names, such as Madison Elementary School, were the primary targets. However, additional sites in
the planning stages include the
front lawn of the new federal
courthouse in Huntsville, the lawn
of the Madison City Hall, and near
the replica of Independence Hall at
the American Village.
There are also ongoing discussions with leaders at the Kate D.
Smith DAR High School in Grant
about a Madison legacy tree at that
location.
Assuming adequate growth and
size, many of the trees will probably be planted between midOctober and early November of
2022. However, formal dedication
of the trees will occur at a later
date when the trees have acquired
additional growth and foliage. It is
expected that these dedication
ceremonies will be part of the
chapter’s “America 250” activities
and will increase the chapter’s
visibility at schools in the area.
Chapter compatriots Jim Griffith
and Brown are coordinating this
project.
—Jim Griffith
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In Memory…
The Alabama Society recently lost two compatriots, one from
the Black Warrior River chapter and one from the Tennessee Valley chapter.
JOHN HUGH GRAHAM, a past president of the Black Warrior River chapter and a resident of Duncanville, passed away on
June 4 at the age of 92.
Graham was born on Oct. 14, 1929 in Mount Pleasant, Penn.,
and served as the president of his high school class in Bridgeville,
Penn. He graduated from the University of Alabama in 1953
where he received a bachelor’s degree in petroleum engineering.
He met his first wife, Betty Jane McLendon, in Tuscaloosa and
they were married in 1954. After graduation, he served in the U.S.
Army as commander of a petroleum lab at Fort McArthur in California. He joined the Gulf Oil Corporation and over the next 32
years worked in various capacities as drilling manager in the Danish North Sea, Gabon (Africa) and Nigeria. He retired from the
corporate office in London in 1985.
He and Betty Jane moved back to Tuscaloosa in 1986 and built
a log home in Duncanville where he served as a volunteer fireman. A longtime member of the Riverwood Presbyterian Church,
John served as an elder until becoming Elder Emeritus in 2011.
Betty Jane died in an automobile accident in 1992.
John loved Alabama sports and was a lifelong fan of his alma
mater’s football team. When he married Linda Standridge in
1994, she surprised him with her dowry of four season tickets to
Alabama football games which they enjoyed for many years.
In addition to his service in the SAR, Graham also was a member of the Alabama Society War of 1812.
Survivors include his wife Linda, sons John Jr. (Wanda) of
Eufaula, Okla., and Glen Allan of Killeen, Texas, daughter Janalie
Margaret of Duncanville, brother James Perry Graham of Crossville, Tenn., sisters Betty Martinko of Chester, Va., and Mary Lou
Aufman of Cincinnati, Ohio; six grandchildren and five great
grandchildren.
A celebration of life memorial service was held on June 10.

John Hugh Graham
Jimmy Ralph Pemberton
JIMMY RALPH PEMBERTON passed away on May 25 at
the age of 85.
He was born June 14, 1936 in Tallapoosa County and grew up
in Dadeville and Alexander City, where he was a senior on the
undefeated Benjamin Russell High football team in 1953.
He aspired to be an Air Force fighter pilot and enrolled in aerospace engineering at Auburn. He never became a pilot but went
on to make a significant impact in space exploration and Department of Defense missile defense systems.
He began his career in Fort Worth working on the B-58 then
moved to Orlando and worked for Martin Marietta on the U.S.
Army Pershing I surface to air missile. Wanting a more challenging role, he moved to Huntsville in 1961 and first worked for
Chrysler and Teledyne Brown Engineering as a structural analysis
engineer supporting the Marshall Space Flight Center design of
the Saturn 1 First Stage Thrust Structure. His team designed the
“web structure” for the eight engines that thrust the rocket into
space.
Pemberton was promoted to section chief working on advanced payloads/concepts for the Saturn 1 and Saturn V rockets. After a brief stint with Boeing and another with Pascoe
Steele in Columbus, Ga., he found the opportunity to move
back to Huntsville in 1972 and began his career as a civil servant for the U.S. Army Safeguard Command working on short
range and long range anti-ballistic missiles. He eventually became a branch chief for a missile which helped defend against
Russia in the Cold War.
In addition to his service to the SAR, he also was a member of
the University Baptist Church for 58 years.
Survivors include his daughter Kim Brooks (Tom) of Atlanta,
three grandsons, his beloved companion Lou Ashworth and several nieces, nephews, and cousins.
A memorial service was held on May 31 at Berryhill Funeral
Home in Huntsville, followed by a second service on June 4 at
Flint Hill United Methodist Church in Alexander City.
—Photo courtesy of William Rozier

Cadet earns Cheaha chapter award
The Jacksonville State University Military
Science Department honored 46 cadets at
its annual awards ceremony on April 21,
including Cadet Carlos Cruz-Munoz, who
received the Sons of the American Revolution award from senior military science
instructor Col. (Ret.) Eric Sloughfy, vicepresident of the Cheaha chapter. Cruz is a
junior studying criminal justice and
participating in the Army ROTC
program. He is a member of the Sigma
Nu fraternity and a second year resident
assistant who enjoys painting, dancing,
cooking and working out.
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—Photos courtesy of Donald Jay Howton

Chapter president Dr. Paul Petznick, Bob Thomas and Cass Tinsley with youth award winners Catherine Leal
and Rebecca Hargraves, above left, and Petznick, Mountain Brook police officer Zach Hill and Mike Hale.

Birmingham chapter holds annual youth awards program
The Birmingham chapter held its annual youth awards
program at The Club on April 19, while also presenting an
SAR Heroism medal and certificate to a Mountain Brook
police officer.
Chapter president Dr. Paul Petznick recognized police
officer Zach Hill and presented him with a medal for heroism for his actions after rescuing several people trapped in
their vehicles. The dangerous flash flooding incident occurred on March 16. Hill has been with the Mountain Brook
Police Department for just under two years.
Bill Clement and state Children of the American Revolution chairman Bob Thomas are youth committee chairmen
and presented the youth awards.
A senior at Thompson High School, Jonathan Baggette
received the Arthur M. and Berdena King Eagle Scout
—Photo courtesy of David Michael Martin

Battle of Pensacola observance
The ALSSAR Color Guard joined with
units from Georgia and Florida on
May 6 to recognize the 241st anniversary of the Battle of Pensacola. ALSSAR Color Guard commander Joseph
Barker led the group and Alabama
was well represented in the procession
to the Gen. Bernardo de Galvez statue
where guest speakers including the
mayor of Pensacola, dignitaries from
Spain and tributes from students from
the Episcopal Day School and
surrounding areas convened.

scholarship and medal. He is a member of the Order of the
Arrow Scouting Honor Society and has received the Orders’
highest distinction being tapped for the Vigil Honor.
Cadet Captain Takyla Smoot was presented the SAR Junior ROTC award. A junior at Vincent High School, she is
cadet company commander, lives by the cadet creed and
exemplifies the Seven Army Values.
Mikayla Pennington, a senior at Montevallo High School,
was the SAR brochure contest winner.
The Good Citizenship Medal was presented to Jane Bland
Society, CAR president and state registrar Catherine Leal, a
student at Vestavia Hills High School. She is an Honor Roll
scholar, in youth leadership and a member of the school’s
dance team, the Rockettes.
—Jay Howton
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—Photo courtesy of William Rozier

Cheaha chapter installs new officers for 2022
The Cheaha chapter held its annual officers’ installation luncheon on May 11 at the Classic on Noble in
Anniston. The officers were installed by ALSSAR vice president Jim Griffith, who also presented a program
on the ALSSAR and NSSAR. The new officers for 2022 are, from left: Mannon Bankson, historian; Ronald
Burson, genealogist; William H. Rozier, treasurer; John M. Gruenewald, secretary and sergeant-at-arms;
Herbert C. (Pete) Morgan, registrar; Eric Sloughfy, vice president; Robert B. Folsom Jr., president and chancellor; and ALSSAR vice president Jim Griffith. Not pictured is chaplain Rev. Robert Jefferson Coker III.

Honoring our veterans should be a focal point for SAR
What is our purpose regarding veterans? Contrary to what some
believe, we actually should have a VERY strong presence in the
veterans community. Remember, if it wasn’t for “veterans,” we
wouldn’t have become a country (Revolutionary War veterans!),
stayed a country (War of 1812 and on!) or grown into a world power (World War II). As proud descendants of veterans, we should
make the honoring of them A PRIORITY of the SAR!!
If you will look at the U.S.S. Stark Award, there are many suggestions on things to do. Just a few are:
• volunteer at a V.A. nursing home OR visit a veteran in a hospital, nursing home or the veteran’s home (disabled or in hospice
care).
• gifts donated to V.A. hospital or nursing home (playing cards,
combs, puzzles, etc.).
• financial donations to VAVS (Veterans Affairs Voluntary Services).
• donate publications to V.A. library or reading room or other
primarily veteran place.
• take a veteran out to lunch and a car ride.
• chapter sponsored events – Washington’s birthday, Patriots Day,
Memorial Day, Flag Day, Fourth of July, Constitution Day, Veteran’s Day, etc.
• member attending other veteran organization observances
(recent Vietnam ceremony).
• placing and buying flags and wreaths for Wreaths Across America.
• participate in active duty or veteran’s funeral (bugler, pallbearer,

reading, etc.)
• donate new or used clothing to a V.A. facility or similar institution. Mileage counts on some items.
• SAR Wounded Warriors Program
• Help mark and put signs on parking places for Veterans and
Purple Heart Recipients.
You can also use various established programs to help veterans,
which can help with PR for your chapter. AND, as a bonus, you can
get Stark points for most of these.
An extreme example of how some of these programs can be used
together:
A Vietnam veteran is on hospice care but wants to see the Wall.
“Honor Flight” flies him to see it. “We Honor Veterans” pairs
him with a Guardian for the Flight and afterwards. “Luke’s Wings”
brings the family in to see him. After he passes, “Retire Your Flag”
allows a flag to depart with him for their Final Journey together.
U.S.S. Stark Award page 1:
“If you do something with the veterans that is not listed above,
please let chairman know so that it may be considered as a new
item to include for points”
In other words, don’t do something for veterans or active duty
military JUST to get “points,” do it to HELP. Then, if you get
points as well, that’s a nice EXTRA Bonus!
example: veteran’s ramp – Sections #4 & #12 Stark Award
If you’d like for me to come speak to your chapter sometime on
this and the America250 Program, please call Travis Parker at 334494-7846 or email Travis@TravParker.com
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PAGE 7

Revolutionary War podcast launched by ALSSAR duo
The National Society has started a new education initiative
entitled “Revolutionary War Rarities,” a podcast dedicated to
the rarely known, rarely taught, rarely understood facts about
the Revolutionary War.
A new podcast will be available every two weeks starting in
July and will be posted to all major podcast providers. It will
also be available on the SAR website (www.sar.org).
All episodes will be eight to 10 minutes long and will include little known facts and trivia that many people have never
heard.
Twenty-six episodes have already been written and include
titles such as “Sweet Lips,” “The Boot,” “Eight Men Out,”
“Dr. Who,” “The Notorious Offenders from Weare” and
“Therapeutic Phlebotomy.”
The podcast is the brainchild of two Tennessee Valley chapter compatriots, Jim Maples and Jim Griffith, who plan to
launch the podcast at the National Congress in Savannah, Ga.
So please stay tuned and, once released, please subscribe to
“Revolutionary War Rarities.” It will be fast, fun history produced by the National Society, Sons of the American Revolution.

—Photo courtesy of Jim Griffith

Tennessee Valley compatriots Jim Griffith, left, Jim
Maples plan to launch podcast at 2022 Congress.

ALSSAR starts public
relations initiative

—Photo courtesy of Jess Brown

ALSSAR teams up with DAR to recognize Flag Day
As part of the ALSSAR president’s public relations initiative,
the Tennessee Valley chapter teamed up with the DAR’s
Maple Hill chapter to bring attention to Flag Day. ALSSAR
vice president and Tennessee Valley compatriot Jim Griffith,
left, and Maple Hill registrar Mary Ann Stasiak, a bloodline
descendant of Betsy Ross, join WAFF’s Tennessee Valley
Living Show host Payton Walker.

ALSSAR president Bill Daniel has taken steps
to have a proactive public relations initiative for
the state society. Different chapters have been
successful at different initiatives. So the intent is
to establish a clearinghouse of ideas, initiatives
and processes for those initiatives in the hopes of
gaining a focus on getting our name out to the
general public. The ultimate objective of this
initiative is to help in recruiting new compatriots
and to further the historic, patriotic and educational goals of SAR.
A committee has been formed by president
Daniel which will be chaired by the ALSSAR
vice president and will consist of three additional
members. The intent is to have one member from
north Alabama, one from central and one from
south Alabama. This will enable the PR message
to get out to each chapter and will also enable the
gathering of ideas from across the state. Each
region of the state has different resources and
different challenges. This approach will ensure
that statewide representation is achieved.
Vice president and chairman of the public relations committee Jim Griffith has asked each
chapter to provide a public relations point of contact. This will help to centralize communications
of PR initiatives to the appropriate people within
each chapter.
This is an exciting effort and one which should
pay significant dividends to ALSSAR, each chapter within Alabama and ultimately to the overall
goals and objectives of SAR.
—Jim Griffith
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—Photos courtesy of David Michael Martin

Eagle Scout certificate presentations
On Jan. 22, ALSSAR vice president Bill Daniel and Cahaba-Coosa president Michael Martin presented an SAR Eagle Scout certificate to
Carley Seabrooke (pictured above with her
brother, also an Eagle Scout) of Boy Scout
Girl Troop 219 at Helena Methodist Church.
On March 20 at All Saints Episcopal Church,
Cahaba-Coosa sergeant-at-arms Conrad Ponder (above right) presents certificates to Eagle
Scouts Hunter Morales, J W Bird, Aiden Machett and Sid Warren. On May 21, C.W. Posey
(right) presented certificates to Nicholas Vegter, William McKelvey, Joshua Madderra and
Elijah Burchell of Troop 532 at Christ the
King Lutheran Church.

—Photo courtesy of David Michael Martin

Cahaba-Coosa honors middle school brochure and Knight Essay winners at city council meeting
On March 14, the Cahaba-Coosa chapter honored several Montevallo students at the city council meeting for
their performance in the SAR Middle School Brochure and high school Knight Essay contests, including sixth
grader Mikayla Pennington, honorable mention state brochure; eighth grader Sarah Pennington, third
place state brochure; sophomore Emily Pennington, second place chapter essay; and sophomore Aiden
Glenn, second place state essay.
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Black Warrior River sponsors JROTC winner David Doyle

—Photo courtesy of David Jones

Hillcrest High’s David Doyle is awarded
SAR medal by ALSSAR’s David Jones.

This past February at the annual
meeting of the ALSSAR, we honored our state winner of the SAR
JROTC enhanced program, Cadet
David Doyle of Hillcrest High
School in Tuscaloosa.
Cadet Doyle presented an outstanding packet of accomplishments
not only in JROTC, but also in the
community. These accomplishments
are self-driven to achieve his primary goal, an appointment at the U.S.
Naval Academy.
Cadet Doyle’s essay revealed
more about his character than he
himself realized. His essay focused on his values instilled in
him not only by JROTC, but also
by his family.
Cadet Doyle was submitted for
the President’s Volunteer Service
Award (Silver) in addition to being selected as the Black Warrior
River chapter’s JROTC enhanced
program winner. On April 29,
Cadet Doyle was presented the

PVSA during a school ceremony.
Recently, Cadet Doyle attended
Boy’s State and was elected to a
state office. He is scheduled to
attend the U.S. Naval Academy’s
summer program in June 2022.
Cadet Doyle is definitely living
the JROTC cadet creed “…I will
always conduct myself to bring
credit to my family, country,
school, and the corps of cadets.”
The Alabama Society of the
Sons of the American Revolution
is also included in this phrase of
the creed.
The ALSSAR JROTC committee judges did a superb job in selecting Cadet David Doyle to represent us this year.
Cadet David Doyle will receive
the National SAR JROTC Enhanced Program Award (Gold)
and a check for $5,000 on July 13
at the National Convention Youth
Programs Luncheon.
—David Jones

—Photo courtesy of David Michael Martin

ALSSAR Color Guard helps Gen. John A. Elmore chapter with Memorial Day recognition
The ALSSAR Color Guard joined forces with the Gen. John A. Elmore chapter and the American Legion on
Memorial Day weekend to honor all veterans who have passed at the Prattville Poppy Festival where a field
of ceramic poppies are on display.
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Visit the ALSSAR Web site at www.alssar.org
Tell everyone in the next newsletter what your chapter is doing
If you’re submitting material for the next newsletter, please e-mail your
pictures and information to timgaylesar@gmail.com or send information
about your chapter’s activities or upcoming events by Sept. 10 to Tim
Gayle at 3104 Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110.

—Photo courtesy of David Michael Martin

ALSSAR Color Guard and Honor Guard assists in annual Blue Star Salute
The ALSSAR Color Guard and Honor Guard joined forces with the Blue Star Salute Foundation and
other organizations at Battleship Park in Mobile on May 21, with the Honor Guard performing a musket
fire to start off the 5K and short runs at 7:30 a.m. and the Color Guard posting the colors for the main
event while the Honor Guard ended the national anthem with a musket fire salute. Additionally, an information booth was manned by the Alabama Society to answer questions about SAR.

