31ST SUNDAY – ORD. (C)
GOD LOATHES NOTHING THAT HE HAS MADE
October 29/30, 2022
Our faith tells us that God created the world and all it contains, and human
beings as well. We know that He created out of love. Everything He created
is good; (Gen.1:31). We belong to Him; we are His people, and He loves all
that He has created including those who refuse to accept Him and
acknowledge His existence.
The author of Wisdom throws more light on this truth. If God hated
something, He would not have created it. He overlooks people’s sins that
they may repent. He loves every soul and spares all things. He has given His
Spirit in all things, and because of that He reminds people of the sins they
are committing so that they may repent and come back to Him.
Jesus, God made Man, has confirmed it by His life and what He taught. He
demonstrated this during the call of Zacchaeus. Everybody knew Zacchaeus
to be a sinner because he was a chief tax collector, but Jesus saw him as a
son of God who needed salvation. He knew he was also a son of Abraham
who needs to be brought back to the flock.
The message of Christ made Zacchaeus want to see Jesus but because of
the crowd he could not see him since he was short in stature. He did not
allow his shortness to discourage him but found ways and means to see
Jesus. He did not think about what people would say seeing him, a rich man,
on a tree. His desire to see Jesus earned him something more; he hosted
Jesus and his life changed. He was ready to amend his life. Salvation came
to his house. This means that his wife and children also experienced the fruit
of his conversion. He received something more important than the riches he
was running after.
How do I respond to the mercy and love of God? He says: “I reproof and train
those whom I love; so repent in real earnest. Look I am standing at the door,
knocking. If one of you hears me calling and opens the door, I will come in
and share a meal at that person’s side” (Rev.3:19-20). Am I hearing the
knock at my door of my heart every day? What steps am I taking to turn my
back to the world and focus on Jesus? Is salvation important and precious
to me? I should not deceive myself and say that God is merciful; He loves

everything He has created so no matter what I do He will save me. Yes, He
will forgive, but He always forgives those who are willing to be forgiven. He
saves those who want to be saved. All the same, He always offers the
necessary help to those who want to be saved with His Spirit and grace.
How do you feel when you see your children and grandchildren doing well in
life, especially those who were obedient and respectful to whatever you told
them? Their success or otherwise is a glory or shame to you. So, it is with
God. When I bear good fruit, I give glory to God. “It is to the glory of my
Father that you should bear much fruit and be my disciples” says the Lord,
(Jn.15:8). That was why St. Paul prayed for the Church in Thessalonica, “that
God may fulfil every good resolve and work of faith by His power, so that the
name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according
to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
What is my impediment of seeing or hearing Jesus? What do I have to let go
or leave behind in my life? Zacchaeus was ready to give to the poor and
restore fourfold what he had defrauded. How am I going to deal with my
anger or lust or greed or selfishness or laziness or pride or indifference to
my faith or envy? Jesus passes by every moment and whispers into my ears,
‘follow me’; do I hear Him? He is knocking at my door, am I ready to open to
Him? God is not tired of me no matter where I am now, but He is waiting for
my response to His invitation to be with Him. “Open my eyes Lord, help me
to see your face; open my ears Lord, help me to hear your voice; open my
heart Lord, help me to love like you”.
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