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LIGHTS OF THE UNKNOWN
By Quincy C. Hilliard

QGrade 3 - Duration 5 min. 10 sec.

About the Commission:
LIGHTS OF THE UNKNOWN was commissioned by and dedicated to the Canton High School Band (Canton, Texas)
and Mike Barkley, Director of Bands.

About the Music:
Silver Cliff Cemetery (in Silver Cliff, Colorado) is known for its mysterious dancing lights. These “ghost lights”, as they are called were first seen around
1890. These floating lights of various colors are reportedly best seen on a dark, overcast night. The lights seem to dance around. This phenomenon was
first investigated and published in the National Geographic in 1963; however, the mystery remains unexplained. LIGHTS OF THE UNKNOWN is a
programmatic piece based upon this phenomenon.

About the Performance:

The opening Allegro should be played in a dramatic manner. Care should be taken to make sure that the sforzandos are played evenly and consistently.
The cadenza at measure 6 should be played in a slow and mysterious style. The singing part must include all notes of the chord. The A//legro at measure
7 must be played in a light and vibrant manner, making sure that the bell parts can be heard. The trumpet solo at measure15 should be played in a spirited
and light character. From measure 23 to 63, make sure that the mallet percussion parts are heard. The mallet percussion and the flutes should create a
“choral” color that will set a mood. It is extremely important that the sforzandos are done exactly as written during this section. The theme is heard for
the first time in measure 35 when it is played by the trumpet, clarinet, and oboe. The climax of the piece starts in measure 73 and must be played in a
dramatic fashion with an accelerando. Measure 81 returns to the original tempo. The ending should be played in a slow and mysterious manner. The
playing of the vibraphone and bells should be simultaneous with the release of the fermata in the last measure. The conductor should not bring his arms
down until the sound of the vibraphone and bells have diminished.

About the Composer

Quincy C. Hilliard’s compositions for wind band are published by a variety of well-known publishers. He is frequently commissioned to compose
works, including one for the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta and a score for a documentary film The Texas Rangers. In 2008, he was commissioned
by the Library of Congress to compose a work in celebration of the bicentennial of the birth of Abraham Lincoln. In 2012, one of his pieces, Coty
(for clarinet and piano) was recorded on a CD that was nominated for a Grammy Award. For many years, the American Society of Composers,
Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP) has recognized him with annual awards for the unusually frequent performance of his compositions. Hilliard is
regularly invited to conduct, demonstrate effective techniques, and adjudicate festivals throughout the world.

Currently, Hilliard holds the position of Composer—in—Residence and is the Heymann Endowed Professor of Music at the University of
Louisiana—Lafayette. Previous teaching positions include Nicholls State University, Florida International University, North Marion High School
(Sparr, Florida) and White Station Junior and Senior High School (Memphis, Tennessee).

He holds the Ph.D. in music theory and composition from the University of Florida where, in 1999, he was recognized as the Outstanding Alumnus
of the School of Music. He holds the Masters of Music Education from Arkansas State University and the Bachelor of Science in Music Education
from Mississippi State University, where he was designated College of Education 1998 Alumnus of the Year. Hilliard’s early music experience was
as a trumpet player in the public elementary and high school of his native Starkville, Mississippi. Dr. Hilliard is also president of Hilliard Music
Enterprises, Inc. a personal consulting firm, which has a corporate board of distinguished music educators. He and his wife Rubye have two sons.

P.O. Box 39516
San Antonio, Texas 78216-6516
www.printmusicsource.com
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Visit our website often as we continually introduce

new publications by both new and established

composers and arrangers.

www.printmusicsource.com

All of our publications are available in either traditional
printed form or are downloadable.

All publications are available from your favorite music dealer.

A Cathedral Christmas - Charlie Hill

America Forever March (F) - Jim Colonna

Blessing of The Fleet - Quincy Hilliard

Commencement Suite - Jair Klarfeld

Fingals Cave - Trans. Jim Mahaffey

Galla Creek March - Chris Kamerling

Heroes and Warriors March - Joel Leach

Holiday Prelude - Charles Booker

Impressions From A Land of Dreams - Bradley Kerr Green
Jingle Bells Fantasy - Zoltan Szeplaki

Mammoth Fanfare - Bradley Kerr Green

March For Today - Dave Dunbar

March Grandioso - Charles Booker

Pictures From The British Isles - Charlie Hill

River Mist - David Teas

Star Spangled Banner (Download only) - Arr. Charles Booker
Symphonic Variants On A Holiday Theme - Bradley Kerr Green
Themes from March Hongroise - Trans. Jim Mahaffey
Themes from Poet & Peasant - Trans. Jim Mahaffey
Variants On A German Hymntune - Jim Mahaffey

BandT Publications
P.O. Box 39516
San Antonio, Texas 78218-6516
Exclusively distributed by Print Music Source

WWW.printmusicsource.com
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