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Meeting Schedule
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President’s Report
Well, it’s that time again, when the President’s Message/Report begins with those oft repeated words,
“This will be my last Report/Message as the President of the Tennessee Valley Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution (TVCSAR)”. Closely followed by the familiar phrase, “I can’t believe the year has passed
so quickly! It seems like only yesterday I was writing my first Report/Message”. I can’t imagine two more
telling and meaningful phrases. For those of you who have served the Chapter in this position, you understand
fully the emotion and gratitude of having had the opportunity to be in this endeavor. For those of you who have
not, I wish for you the opportunity, for I have never experienced an opportunity to represent and be identified
with a finer group of American Patriots than the members of the TVCSAR. I sincerely thank each and every
one of you, for having had the opportunity to serve as your Chapter President. It is one of my most cherished
experiences in my Treasure Chest of memories.
I know you will all agree with my Heartfelt Kuddos to Beverly and the members of the Ladies Auxiliary
for their tireless support of all our activities. My Special thanks to all our officers for their hard work and
dedication to fulfilling the duties and responsibilities of their offices. Every position in the structure is very
demanding when executed with diligence and purpose and none are “do nothing” jobs. Each is essential in
making the Chapter a smooth functioning, meaningful organization that achieves the goal of fulfilling the
purposes of our founding Ancestors in supporting and promoting our American History, our Patriot Ancestors
and Education of what it means to be an American. These goals are accomplished through our public
appearances, our youth programs, and our individual and group interaction with the public.
We recently concluded our youth program competitions and as I was thinking about our efforts, I was
grateful we had been able to reach about 125 youngsters in various grades with our programs and cause them to
think, at least for a brief time, about their National History and Culture as American Citizens. And, my thought
was how good this is and how much time and effort our Committee Chairmen and judges, and coordinators had
devoted to making this happen. And then I thought how great it would be to have a capability to reach not 125
youngsters, but maybe 125 million through the wonder of modern technology. And believe it or not, we are on
the cusp of having that capability.
The National Society SAR Education Center for the
American Revolution Proposal is very close to becoming a
reality, when the final stages are approved by the NSSAR
Executive Committee and Board of Trustees at the Spring
Leadership Conference next month. This facility, located
in Louisville, KY, will be an immersive and interactive
facility with the capability of exporting instructional
material electronically throughout the world through the
marvels of modern technology. When that becomes a
reality, we as SAR members will truly be able to fulfill our
purposes of History, Patriotism and Education.
This is a purposeful, meaningful, fulfilling
organization that has great purposes. However, like any
organization it is no better that the efforts of the individuals
of which it is comprised. This is a very dynamic, not static
organization, and it takes about 30 people in the offices and
chairmanships to make it properly function. When you are
asked to participate, please do so! Sure it takes time and
effort but I guarantee, the rewards far exceed the cost of
time and effort. I have taken that opportunity for
participation and I am very grateful to you for having given
me the opportunity. Thank you for a fantastic year!
REMEMBER OUR ANCESTORS, AND GOD
President Hal Thornton greets Vietnam
BLESS AMERICA.

Hal Thornton

Veteran Donald Arrowood at “Tut” Fann
Veterans Home. See additional photos of
this visit on page 3.
Photo by Jim Maples
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Secretary’s Report - December Meeting
The December Chapter meeting was called to order by
President Hal Thornton at 11:00 a.m. in the auditorium of the
Huntsville-Madison County Public Library. The Pledge of
Allegiance was then led by President Thornton and followed by
the SAR Pledge, led by Compatriot Chip Pharr. The Prayer of
Invocation was given by the Compatriot Bob Baccus. Forty Four
members plus forty guests were present. Guests were recognized
and introduced.
President Hal Thornton read the SAR description of medals
and certificates for Law Enforcement Honorees. President Hal
Thornton and Compatriot Mac Moon presented commendation
medals and certificates to Madison County Deputy Sheriff Rick
Brown, Madison County Employee Ms. Rebecca McMurray and
Morgan County Deputy Sheriff Tony C. Vest. Many Photos were
taken to remember this wonderful occasion.
Two new members, Senator Arthur Wooden Orr and Dustin
O’Ryan Baker were inducted into the chapter and given the oath
of membership by President Hal Thornton. Registrar Charles
McMurry presented their membership rosettes.
Vice President Bob Baccus introduced the Program Speaker,
LTC(R) Ed Kennedy. The program was on the “Battle of
Cowpens” and “A Contrast in Organizational Leadership”
between an American General Daniel Morgan and British
General Banastre Tarleton. The program was excellent and well
received. Following the presentation, Ed Kennedy was presented a
Certificate of Appreciation by Vice President Bob Baccus.
A motion was made and seconded to dispense with reading of
the previous month’s minutes. Officers and Committee Chairmen
reports were foregone in the interest of time.
President Hal Thornton informed the chapter that the Poster
contest is under way and results will be presented at the schedule
Chapter meeting on January 11, 2016. President Hal Thornton
stated that a number of members have yet to pay their dues and
after January 15, 2016 the unpaid members will be removed from
the chapter roles by NSSAR.
President Hal Thornton also stated that a committee for
selecting officers for 2016-2017 will be chaired by Compatriot Bob
Doherty with Compatriots Jim Maples and Larry Crabtree as
members. Selection of new officers will be presented at the January
or February meeting.
Compatriot Jim Maples and others will take Christmas
Cards to the veterans at Tut Fann Veterans Home after the
meeting.
President Hal Thornton thanked the Ladies Auxiliary for
providing food and drinks for the meeting. The ladies of the
Auxiliary led by Beverly Thornton were, Linda Doherty, Linda
Maples, Sue Royer, Kay Anderson, Janie Byers and Nancy
Billings.
The TVCSAR greeters today were Compatriots Cutter
Hughes and Henry Oldham.
President Hal Thornton concluded the meeting with the
Benediction by Compatriot Bob Baccus and the SAR Recessional
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led by Compatriot Keith Haney and then with a motion to
adjourn.
The meeting ended at 12:26 pm.

Ron Bledsoe, Secretary
Secretary’s Report - January Meeting
The January minutes will be held until the next newsletter since
they contain the names of the youth contest winners and cannot be
published before the Alabama Society State Convention.

Chapter Banquet
Our Annual Chapter Awards and Officer Installation Banquet will
be held on Friday, March 11th, 6:00pm at Huntsville Country
Club. A registration form will be available at the February meeting
and also is available at our website at www.tvcsar.org. Our speaker
will be Compatriot Fred Olive, incoming President of ALSSAR.
This serves as our March meeting.

Upcoming Events
8 February 2016 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville Public
Library.
19-20 February 2016 - ALSSAR State Convention, Legends
Marriott, Prattville, AL
11 March 2016 - Tennessee Valley Chapter Annual Awards &
Officer Installation Banquet - 6:00pm Huntsville Country Club
11 April 2016 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville Public
Library.

Passing of Compatriot
It is with sadness that we note the passing of long time chapter member Dewey Lusk. Dewey was a member of the “Greatest
Generation”, a World War II veteran serving as a Staff Sergeant
with the 40th Bombardment Squadron. In April 2012, the Tennessee Valley Chapter awarded Dewey a War Service Medal for
his service.
Dewey was a resident of the “Tut” Fann Veteran’s Home
Alzheimers unit for the past couple of years. In our visit to “Tut”
Fann in December (pictures on facing page), we were able to
briefly visit with Dewey.
Linda and I attended Dewey’s funeral, and we were overjoyed that so many came to pay their last respects. It was obvious
that Dewey had touched many lives during his lifetime.

Jim Maples
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“Missing Man Table” at Tut Fann
Veterans Home in memory of all
POWs/MIAs

Photo by Jim Maples
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President Hal Thornton, Bob Doherty, Jim Maples, and
their wives went to Floyd E. “Tut” Fann Veterans Home to
pass out the Christmas cards that the Chapter prepared.
This is a very moving experience to be with these veterans.
We will do this again in 2016 after the December meeting
and all are invited to attend.
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Welcome New Members! - December & January Meetings

Arthur Orr

Dustin Baker

Vernon Stallcup

Law Enforcement Awards

At our December meeting, Law Enforcement Medals were awarded to Rebecca McMurry and Deputy Sherriff Rick of the
Madison County Sheriff’s Department and Deputy Sherriff Tony Vest of the Morgan County Sherriff’s Department.

Rebecca McMurry

Rick Brown

Tony Vest
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5th Grade Programs
Several members of the chapter recently visited Danville Middle School
in Danville, AL (top three pictures) and the Academy for Academics
and Arts in Huntsville (bottom four pictures). In each visit we had
approximated 75 students and their teachers. You can see in the bottom
left picture that the teachers had as much fun as the students! In the
bottom right picture, Bob Anderson and Connie Cook are leading the
final “Huzzah” cheers at the end of our program

Bobby White
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Chapter Meeting Guest Speakers

Compatriot Bob Baccus has provided some excellent guest speakers during the
past year. In the picture above Bob presents a Certificate of Appreciation to Ed
Kennedy, our December speaker. Ed is an expert on the Battle of Cowpens and he
provided an outstanding presentation on leadership during the battle.
In the picture at the left, Bob presents a Certificate of Appreciation to our January speaker, John Nilsson. John has written a book on place names in Huntsville
and his presentation was on the naming of downtown Huntsville streets for Revolutionary War era heroes.

Photo Courtesy of Aaron Davies

Jim Maples
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801
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