Fifth Sunday in Lent
April 6th, 2025

Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promuises it. In the gospel Mary anticipates i1, anointing
Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his burial. In the second reading Paul recalls bis
transformation from the persecutor Sanl into an apostle. In baptisn, God's new person (you!) rises daily from: the
dead)y mire of trespasses and sins.
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the pegple of God,

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Jesus, Still Lead On by Paul Manzg;

Please quietly reflect and prepare for worship during the niusic.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assenbly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptisim, as the presiding nunister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister
of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The prelude’s purpose is
1o prepare your heart,
your hands, and your
wtind for worship. 'The
Lord is worthy of our
preparation and the
prelude provides us a timse
1o do just that.

W ashed in water and
miarked with the cross,
the baptized children of
God are united with
Christ, and through hins,
with other belzevers, we
confess our sins and
return to our baptism. In
forgiveness God raises us

up again.

Purple paransents are
used in Christian
churches during Lent and
Adent to symbolize
repentance, huility, and
sorrom.



GATHERING HYMN ELW #0685

The Hymms proclain:
the Gospel in song. We
sing a variety of hynmns to
Take My Life, That I May Be belp us tell God's story.
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1 Take my life, that I may be con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy Ilove;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
4 Takemy sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.

take my in - tel - lect, and use

5 Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: Parmos, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

GREETING

During this tinee, the presiding ninister and the assenibly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

ev - 'ty pow’r as thou shalt choose.

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.

The Apostolic Greeting
7s given by the Pastor
using the words of the
Apostle Paul in 2 Cor
13:13. In this greeting
the assenbly is rooted in
the Triune life of God.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
0 | .
7 v I — T i
b 1 I | | | T | I}
D—o—H ¥ &5t
v o

let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace
waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing
you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love
given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speafkes to us in Serjpture reading, preaching, and song,

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:16-21

The prophet declares that long ago God performed mrighty deeds and delivered Israel from Egyptian bondage
through the waters of the sea. Now, God is abont 1o do a new thing, bringing the exiles ot of Babylon and
through the wilderness in a new Exodus.

Thus says the Lord,

who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters,
who brings out chariot and horse,

army and wartior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,

they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
Do not remember the former things,

or consider the things of old.
I am about to do a new thing;

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I 'will make a way in the wilderness

and rivers in the desert.
The wild animals will honor me,

the jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wilderness,

rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,

the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

The prayer of the day is
typically a prayer focused
around the scripture texts
Jfor the day.

The Word part of our
litnrgy, is where we hear
“the living voice of the
Gospel.” We experience
this in the Biblical
readings, a sermon based
around these readings,

and the hynm of the day.



PSALM Psalm: 126
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God shall charge the an-gels to keep you in all your ways.

When the Lord restored the for- | tunes of Zion,
then were we like | those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great | things for them.”
The Lord has done great | things for us,
and we are | glad indeed.
Restore our for- | tunes, O Lord,
like the watercourses | of the Negeb. R
Those who | sowed with tears
will reap with | songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed,

will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves. R

SECOND READING: Romans 10:8b-13

[Paul writes:] If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on
the eighth day, a member of the people of Isracl, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under
the law, blameless.

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, 1
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his
sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain
Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one
that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his
death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it
my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assenbly stands to welcome the gospel.
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Let your stead-fast love come to us, o Lord.
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Save us as you prom-ised; we will  trust  your word.

GOSPEL: John 12:1-8

The holy gospel according to John, the 12th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfunze. Jesus
recognizes that her lavish gift is both an expression of love and an anticipation of his burial.

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he
had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus
was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of
pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with
the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was
about to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii
and the money given to the poor?” (He said this not because he cared about the poor,
but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put
into it.) Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day
of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The assenibly is seated.
CHILDREN SERMON
SERMON: Isaiah Perceives, Paul Presses, and Mary, Mary, She Pours



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #596

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
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1 My hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
2 Whendark-ness veils his love-ly face, I rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sus - tainme in the rag -ing flood;
4  When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then in him be found,
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no mer-it of my own I claim, but whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
in ev-'ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil.
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then is all my hope and stay.
clothed in his righ-teous-ness a-lone, re - deemed to stand be - fore the throne!
Refrain
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On Christ, the sol - id rock, I stand; all oth - er ground is
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sink -ing sand, all oth - er ground is sink - ing  sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868




THE APOSTLES’ CREED As Lutheran Christians

Living together in hope and trust, let us confess our faith together. we have three creeds to
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. articulate our faith. The

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was Apostl s.,Nzceﬂe, and
conceived by the Holy Spitit, bom of the vitgin Maty, suffered | <Athanasian Creeds.
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he | Thwugh the Apostles’
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he Creed e confess onr faith
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, in the trinne God- Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Son, and Holy Spirit

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life evetlasting. Amen.

The prayers of intercession
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Z}’Zg?;;f i
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world,
and all those in need. Church based aronnd the
A brif silence Scripture for a given week.

The church declares your praise, O God. Guide us in the example of Isaiah’s imagination, Paul’s
transformed identity, and Mary’s faith and devotion,; that our lives, too, may be poured out in
love as we trust in your promises. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

The earth declares your praise, O God. Make a way for the planet’s future in the sea and the
wilderness, the mountains and plains, the tundra and wetlands. Repair habitats and sustainable
ecosystems on, above, and beneath the ground. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayet.

The nations declare your praise, O God. Where religious differences divide, bring together
those who worship you in the name of Jesus Christ and those who call to you with different
names. Guide interreligious dialogue, that faith may unite rather than divide communities. God,
in your mercy,

receive our prayer.



The gifts of the Spirit declare your praise, O God. We thank you for artists who proclaim the
gospel (especially Albrecht Diirer, Matthias Griinewald, and Lucas Cranach). Inspire music,
poetry, and images that proclaim the new thing you are doing. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayet.

Holy God, you are the stronghold of our life. Care tendetly for those who are ill in body or
mind, and those people living in fear or need, especially, Judy, Marcia W., Greg, Jan, Janet, Joyce,
Phyllis, Larry, Bob, Ellie, Mary, John, Pat, Anna, Pat, Susan, Chatlie, Wendy and all those we
name aloud or in our hearts. May all know that they are not alone. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayet.

The communion of saints declares your praise, O God. Giving thanks for those who have died,
we trust in the one who has made them his own: Christ Jesus, our crucified and risen Savior.
God, in your mercy,

receive our prayet.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of
Jesus, who leads us from death to life.

Amen.
PEACE The passing of the peace is
The presiding munister and the assenibly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. traditionally part of the
litnrgy, so that anyone in
The peace of Christ be with you always. the gathered assembly may

have a time to be
reconciled to one another
before sharing the mea.

And also with you.

The congregation is invited to share a sign of God's peace with one another

The assenibly sits.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
Electronic giving may be done by singply scanning the OR Code and making a donation.

OFFERTORY God Be In My Head by John Rutter
OFFERTORY HYMN
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in the midst of youu, O Je-ru - sa - lem.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together.

Gracious Provider,

A musical offering is
given to God in onr
worship as the gifls of the
assentbly are collected.
This is a repuinder of
God's abundance. We
offer back to God just a
small portion of what
God has given us, so that
the mussion of God can be
realized.

you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world. As we prepare to
feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing those treasures with others,
through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among
us, opening your heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our

commitment to sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of
baptism,we may come to the fullness of your grace.And so, with all the
choirs of angels,with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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san-na in  the high-est. Blessed is he  who comes in the
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

In the meal part of our
litnrgy we prepare fo cone
to Christ’s table. In the
Great 'Thanksgiving we
focus on being thankful
Jor all God has done and
for all God has given to
us. In the Eucharistic
Prayer, we ask God to
send the Holy Sparit to
this ymeal and e ask
that Christ will fulfill bis
pronise to be in the bread

and wine.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the
sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the
cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
1s my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await
his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spitit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our
Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now
and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who are hungry, come!
The feast of grace is spread.

COMMUNION

This is the Lords table. Jesus is the host. We are Christ’s guests. Jesus welcones everyone
to come, to eat and be nourished, fed and forgiven. 1 isitors and children are welcomse to
receive commmnion. 1hose who do not receive commmunion are welcomsed forward to receive
a blessing.  Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. 'T'he pastor and commmnion
assistant will conse to the pews of those unable to come forward.

W hen giving the bread and cup, the commmnion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Chirist, shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.
The assembly is seated.
LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The Lanth of God is a
title for Jesus that appears
mn Jobn 1:29. 1t is here
that we are reminded that
our Lord is present and
we are to behold his glory.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW #466
(Please continue singing until the organ stops.)

In the Singing
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1 In the sing-ing, 1in the si-lence, in the hands ex-pect-ant, o - pen,
2 In the ques-tion, in the an-swer, in the mo-ment of ac - cept-ance,
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in the bless-ing, in the break-ing, in your pres-ence at this ta - ble,
in the heart’s cry, in the heal-ing, in the cir-cle of your peo-ple,
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Je - sus Christ, Je - sus Christ, be the bread of peace.

Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931
Music: BREAD OF PEACE, Carlton R. Young, b. 1926
Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



The assembly stands.

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you
in his grace. Amen.
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Now, Lord,  you let your ser-vant go in peace: your word has been ful -
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

Generous Host,

you have shared your feast with us and made us new.

Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world,

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and # give you peace.
Amen.

Our final part of onr
litnrgy is the sending. We
are sent out into the
world reminded of God's
mission and strengthened
by the presence of Christ
and one another through
the power of the Holy
Spinit.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #802

Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
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Let us ev - er walk with Je - sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
Let us suf-fer here with Je-sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.

Let us glad-ly die with Je - sus. Sinceby deathhe con-quered death,
Let us al - so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead
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through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he is there is no loss.
he will free wus from de-struc-tion, give to us im-mor-tal breath.
that to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,
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On - ward in his foot-steps tread-ing, trav - ’lers here, our home a - bove,
Thoughto-day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:
Let wus mor-ti - fy all pas-sion that would lead us in - to sin;
we  are your own liv-ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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full of faith and hope and love, let wus do our Sav-ior’s bid-ding.
all dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.
and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heav-en.

in your pres-ence con - stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.
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Faith-ful Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here 1 share your woe; help me there your joy to know.

Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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DISMISSAL

The assembly is sent into mission.
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Christ, the 1sfe of All the L iving by Flor Peeters

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Litnrgies Annnal License #SB165339. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
Al rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #735631-A.

“The Mission of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church as a part of the family of God is
to share God in Christ with the World by equipping one another through
worship, learning, witness, service and support.”
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Welcome to St. Paul’s

In celebrating God’s beauty and strength created through diversity, we welcome, value, and include all of
God’s children regardless of race, culture, age, sexual orlentation, gender expression, ability, appearance, or
citizenship. St. Paul’s is committed to racial equality.

Admission to the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is by invitation of our Lord, presented through the
Church to those who are baptized. If you are unable to receive Holy Communion at the altar, please notify an
usher to receive communion at your seat. All are welcome at the table for a blessing. We use red wine and
bread at communion, and offer grape juice and gluten-free wafers. Inform your server at the rail if you desire
cither.

Distribution of the Communion Elements takes place as follows:
Exit the pew to the side aisles. Empty cups are obtained from the trays located by the front exit. Proceed to the
altar. Persons on the right side (lectern side) proceed to the back of the altar rail and fill forward towards the
front. The left side (pulpit side) proceed to the front of the altar rail and fill towards the back. After
communing, depart down the center aisle to your seat. Please place your cup in one of the baskets.
St. Paul’s Live Stream Policy
1.St. Paul’s Lutheran Church live streams the 11:00 AM setrvice every Sunday. The service is posted to
Vimeo and Facebook. In addition, special services may be live streamed.
2. The 8:30 AM service is not live streamed and is available for attendance by those who do not wish to be
recorded. For live streamed services there will be a “No Video Zone” designated in the Narthex.
3.1t is recommended that all livestream services include a disclaimer about the service being recorded,
posted on a visible location at the entrance of the sanctuary and written in the bulletin.
4. Children must have a sighed waiver from their parent or guardian before being recorded.
5. We will not share personal or identifying information while a service is being live streamed, this includes
during announcement, prayer requests, or the sermon.

Staff of St. Paul’s

Pastor Rev. Scott Anderson pastor@stpaulsdutham.otg
Duke Lutherans Pastor/
Associate Pastor Rev. Amanda Highben Amandahighben@duke.edu
Vicar Ashley Bowman vicat@stpaulsdutham.org
Church Secretary Heather Cain assistant(@stpaulsdurham.org
Minister of Music Susan Beschorner (interim) music@stpaulsdurham.otg
Bookkeeper Alan Rigsbee bookkeepet@stpaulsdurham.otg
Preschool Director Candace King pteschool@stpaulsdutham.otg
Property Manager Clark Brunner propetty@stpaulsdutham.org

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

1200 W. Cornwallis Rd., Durham, NC
https:/ /www.stpaulsdutham.otg/
(919) 489-3214
A memiber congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amserica, North Carolina Synod




