June 2018 Newsletter
Feed God’s People...
Jesus tells Peter to “feed my sheep,” but what does that really mean? We
are the sheep of God’s pasture, led by our Good Shepherd Jesus into
God’s unconditional grace. But we still need to be fed with Word,
Sacrament, Love and Compassion, so that we may feed those hungry for
God’s mercy. The task Jesus gives Peter and every Christian, is to provide
whatever is necessary for God’s people to thrive and be joyful. On the
first Sunday of every month, Epiphany collects dry goods for Collierville
Food Pantry's 3,000 clients who live below the poverty line. Each June,
Epiphany members “feed God’s sheep” at the Food Pantry, checking
expiration dates on cans, preparing food boxes for clients and receiving
donations. Our members also give their time and energy to our
Community Garden from March to November, giving the gift of fresh
produce to Food Pantry clients and area feeding ministries. Some
Epiphany volunteers deliver the garden produce; others make seed tapes
for planting, or beautify our Home Place site by planting bulbs and flowers. Epiphany members worked alongside
Kingsway Christian last winter to shelter and feed persons experiencing homelessness; this August we will partner with
Kingsway to build “rice and bean boxes” for Memphis Interfaith Association’s feeding ministry. There are countless
ways to feed God’s people, including one that you may have overlooked: friendship. This broken world is full of lonely
souls who have little hope of survival or joy; when you share the love of Christ with them through a kind word, a smile
or an invitation to worship or fellowship, you participate in Jesus’ task to feed humanity. As you’re out and about this
summer, pay attention to the many ways God feeds you, and pass on your gratitude by feeding someone else.

Peace to all here. Pastor Monica

Super Sleuth Sunday June 3rd - Visit Another Area Church!
On Sunday, June 3, 2018, the Epiphany Transformation Team, as one of
its planned activities, encourages you to "Go Visit Another Church!"
Pastor Monica will be attending Synod Assembly that day, and the supply
pastor she depends upon will not be available - this is the
perfect Sunday for this adventure!
We want each family to head to a different church. Those who live in
Mississippi are encouraged to visit a church nearby where they live so
they do not have to make another trip in for the scheduled potluck at the
end of the day.
At 5:30 pm that day, church members will gather at the garden for a potluck, fellowship and an opportunity to share
their experiences visiting other churches.

From Your Council President...
Here we are at the start of summer….I know the garden is in full swing already harvesting
radishes and greens. I hope that everyone can help in our garden this summer in some
way. We‘re always looking for help on the workdays, Wednesday and Saturday mornings
from 8:30 – 11:30 am, but there are other ways to help. We need someone to pick up
produce from garden on Thursday mornings at 8:30 am and take it to the Collierville Food
Bank. Several of our members make seed tapes at home for the gardeners to plant. And
I’m sure the gardeners would love to have someone stop by with cold drinks and cookies
on a work day!
While we are speaking of summer, please keep up-to-date on your pledges even if you are
on vacation. Our bills don’t stop over the summer; you can pay ahead or pay online. I am pleased to report that we
have made great progress on our budget deficit. Thanks to your increased contributions and keeping a close watch on
expenses, we anticipate ending the year in the black. Please continue what you are doing and we will keep you updated on our progress.
Our Bee House event at the garden was wonderful! We met so many of our neighbors and their families. We had a
great crew of volunteers from Collierville High School getting their volunteer hours. Thanks SO much to Greg Parker
who brought his saw, compressor, and everything else we needed to make the houses. We are already planning
another popsicle night in late July – hope you can join us to help make it a success. You will be seeing details soon.
And thank you to all the men who helped again at the Collierville Fishing Rodeo. Sounds like a good time was had by
all!
As always, your council is ready to answer any questions or hear ideas that you have.

How does our garden grow? With lots of help from YOU...
So much activity in our wonderful Epiphany Community Garden in May!
Thanks to all our “garden angels” for all that was accomplished:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mowed grass throughout Home Place twice
Weeded outside the garden fence
Already harvested 15 pounds of radishes!
Prepared all beds in Section B
Planted 4 rows of pole beans and 16 tomato plants
Treated ant hills
Watered and sprayed potato plants to bugs and beetles
Weeded beds and “in-betweens”

Planted flower seeds (mixture)
Straightened and mounted wire cages on tomato plants
Placed straw (mulch) around Tomato plants (cooler and improves moisture retention)
Sprayed tomato plants against bug infestation
Clipped heads off onions
Fertilized tomato plants

Look for our new Epiphany Lutheran Church curb sign!
How can you help? If you’re a Thrivent member, you can apply for Action Team funds (each Thrivent member can
receive two $250 grants a year for projects) - find out more about these grants! You can also contribute to our
GoFundMe project - Here is the link to donate - please share it with friends and family!
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So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. James 2:17
Worship Servants - a variety of ways to participate in Sunday morning worship. Sign up here or contact Carol
Webster to sign up.
Epiphany Community Garden - Wednesday and Saturday mornings from 8:30-11:30 am. Just show up or contact
Wendell Kruse for more information. Donate here to help the garden grow!
Collierville Food Bank - Take food collected on our 1st Sunday of the month to the food bank. Contact Candy Knight.

Room In The Inn (RITI) - First Monday of each month at Kingsway, help to house homeless women over the summer
and homeless men in the winter. Join the team to provide dinner, clean bed, and laundry for 12 people. Contact Carol
Rife or sign up here.
Produce Delivery - Take fresh produce from Epiphany Community Garden to the food bank on Thursdays at 8:30
am. Contact Carol Rife.
Amazon Smile - Don’t forget! Sign up for Amazon Smile - 0.5% of the price of all your eligible Amazon purchases go
directly to Epiphany!
Kroger Community Rewards - Click here to register with Kroger's Community Rewards program. We are registered as
Epiphany Lutheran Church, organization #39854.

Happiest of Birthdays and God's
Blessings!
Diane Kruse - June 3
Twila Hooverson - June 15
Jeff Curler - June 20
Janice Heilener - June 26
Anil Lankapalli - June 30

Have we missed your birthday? Please send the month/day
to Pastor Monica so you can be included!
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Upcoming Events
Food and Fellowship June 3 at 5:30 pm
GOE (Gals of Epiphany)
June 23rd

All are invited to join us at
the Epiphany Community
Garden at Home Place
from 5:30-7:30
pm on Sunday, June 3rd.

The Gals of Epiphany will be continuing their Bible
study, “Multiple Meanings,” on June 23rd at 9 am
in the Kingsway Library.

Hot dogs, buns, condiments and bottled water will
be provided. Feel free to BYOB - bring another
beverage of your choice - and a potluck dish to
share. Also bring your own lawn chair!

This study is an examination of Biblical
interpretation and translation. Click here to find
out more. Mark your calendars for subsequent
dates: July 21 and August 18.

Come share any ideas you learned from worshiping
at another church earlier that day, so we can discuss
how to achieve member growth at Epiphany. Even if
you don't make it to another church on 6/3, please
join the Epiphany community for food and
fellowship!

T2 Transformational Ministry Dinner & Meeting
On Saturday, June 23rd, the Transformation
Ministry team will meet at the home of John &
Chris Kelyman. Stay tuned for more details!

MOE Bacon Saturday
June 9th

Garden Work Days

The garden is in full swing! Come work with us
every Wednesday and Saturday from 8:30 - 11:30
am.

The Men of Epiphany (MOE) will meet at 8:30 am at
Perkins Family Restaurant in Collierville for
breakfast, fellowship and devotion. Please join us!
Council Meeting June 19th
Council will meet on Tuesday, June 19th at 7 pm in
the Kingsway Boardroom. Please submit your team
report to Carol Rife via e-mail at least one week
before the meeting (by June 12th) so that council
members will have a chance to review the reports
prior to the meeting.

Synod News
Synod Assembly Information - Here is a link to all the materials for Synod Assembly taking place May 30 June 3.
ELCA social statement on Women and Justice - The ELCA is developing a social statement on women and
justice. Visit the website to find out more and read a copy of the draft.
Lutheran Episcopal Volunteer Network (LEVN) - LEVN is looking for young adults (age 21-30) with Bachelor's
degrees for an 11-month program of non-profit volunteer service and learning about social justice. Find out
more.
Expanding God's Work Our Hands from a Day of Service to a Life of Faith - Read more about equipping yourself for a life of faith, so that “every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life flows freely
from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.”
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June 2018 Calendar of Events
(Please check our calendar online for the most up-to-date information)
Sat 6/2

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sun 6/3

NO WORSHIP SERVICE
5:30 pm - Home Place

Please visit another church in the area!
Food and Fellowship at the Garden

Wed 6/6

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sat 6/9

8:30 am - Perkins Family Restaurant
8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Men of Epiphany
Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sun 6/10

10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Third Sunday after Pentecost - Service of the Word
Coffee Fellowship

Wed 6/13

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sat 6/16

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sun 6/17

10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Tues 6/19

7 pm - Kingsway Boardroom

Council Meeting

Wed 6/20

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sat 6/23

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place
9 am - Kingsway Library
6 pm - Home of John & Chris Kelyman

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
GOE (Gals of Epiphany) Study and Fellowship
T2 Transformational Ministry Dinner & Meeting

Sun 6/24

10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost/John The Baptist Feast Day Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Wed 6/27

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sat 6/30

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Pastor Monica Schedule
Pastor Monica will be out of the office as follows:
•
•
•

May 30 - June 3 - Synod Assembly
June 4 - 6 - Sabbath/Vacation
June 8 - 15 - AFFIRM

We give thanks to Reverend Paul White for preaching (Service of the Word - No Holy Communion) on June 10.
Rev. White is also available during Pastor Monica's absence to handle emergency pastoral care, and he may be
reached at 901-626-3208.

Please visit the Epiphany website
for up-to-date information
on all upcoming activities.
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June 2018 Worship Servants
6/3

6/10

6/17

6/24

Assisting Minister

N/A

Carol Rife

OPEN

OPEN

Lector

N/A

OPEN

OPEN

OPEN

Greeter/Usher

N/A

Dan & Pat Marzahl

Bill & Jennifer Sykes

OPEN

Com Assistant

N/A

N/A

OPEN

OPEN

Acolyte

N/A

Bill Sykes

Carol Rife

OPEN

Crucifer

N/A

OPEN

OPEN

OPEN

Com Linens

N/A

N/A

OPEN

OPEN

Coffee

N/A

OPEN

Carol Rife/Dianne Polly

OPEN

Altar

N/A

Bill & Jennifer Sykes

Carol Rife/Jennifer Parker

OPEN

Council Host

N/A

Carol Rife

Carol Rife

Chris Kelyman

Council Money

N/A

Dick Wieland

Lori Crossmock

Dick Wieland

Please sign up for worship services at least four weeks in advance if possible so that we know where to fill in as
needed. If you have not yet used the system, here are complete instructions on how to use SignUp Genius and
download the mobile app to your phone. If you have any questions, or need help signing up, please contact Carol
Webster.

Worship Servant Sign-Up

Partnering with Christ to Renew Lives

Epiphany is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Epiphany Lutheran Church
Worship Location
Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
7887 Poplar Ave.
Germantown, TN 38138
Mailing Address
PO Box 1805
Collierville, TN 38027

Rev. Monica Weber
Phone
Email
Website
Facebook
Twitter

pastormonicaepiphanylutheran@gmail.com
901-861-6227
info@epiphanylu.org
www.epiphanylu.org
www.Facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran
www.twitter.com/epiphanycville
www.twitter.com/pastormonicaweb
https://www.instagram.com/epiphanylutherancollierville

Instagram
YouTube
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