DANGERS: WEAK LEADERSHIP

Dangers Facing Christianity

Welcome

|t is a pleasure to have you with us this hour. Dur endeavar is to
worship God in Spirit and in Truth by adhering to the scriptures in
all that we do and teach.

|f you desire to have a private Bible Study
at your convenience, let us know.

Website Meeting Location ASSEMBLIES
SUNDAY:
A.M.
Phone P.M.
Bible Study:
| Volume | 2019 | 09.01 0030

H{L|E|A|L|A|B|O|R|S|ID|E|X|A|A
A|lE|X|P|R|O|P|B|O|T|E|D|Q|U]|U
| |[A|A|R|O|R|R|E|R|R|Y|[I|TI|E|T
K|p|L|O|P|D|I|D|E|O|O|R|Z|S|H
E|E|D|S|P|I|A|]I|N|N|R|P|D|R|O
Z|R|E|P|O|S|S|E|O|G|T|H|E|E|R
E|S|R|E|R|[C|H|N|[I|Q|S|A|G|V]I
H|{H|E|R|T|I|E|C|T|E|E|I|A|R|Z
D|I|H|O|E|P|R|E|I|X|D|Z|R|E|E
| {P|T|U|D|L|A|E|S|A|X|A|U|P|D
VIE|O|S|I|I|H|S|O|L|O|M|O|N]|I
A|lR/M|Q|U|N|R|E|P|D|V|A|C|H|L
D|I|L|I|G|E|IN|T|P|H|C|R|U|H|C
K|A|E|W|E|D|K|Q|O|X|T|L|A|X|E
LEADERSHIP WEAK STRONG
DILIGENT LABORS PROSPEROUS
OPPOSITION DISCIPLINED AMAZIAH
SOLOMON HEZEKIAH PRIDE
CHURCH COURAGE DAVID
AUTHORIZED ERROR OBEDIENCE
PERVERSE DESTROYED EXALT
GUIDE ASHERAH MOTHER
Notes

Being A Disciple

“Now there went with him great multitudes: and he turned, and said unto
them, If any man cometh unto me, and hateth not his own father, and
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own
life also, he cannot be my disciple. Whosoever doth not bear his own cross,
and come after me, cannot be my disciple. For which of you, desiring to
build a tower, doth not first sit down and count the cost, whether he have
wherewith to complete it? Lest haply, when he hath laid a foundation, and
is not able to finish, all that behold begin to mock him, saying, This man
began to build, and was not able to finish. Or what king, as he goeth to
encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and take counsel
whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him
with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he
sendeth an ambassage, and asketh conditions of peace. So therefore
whosoever he be of you that renounceth not all that he hath, he cannot be
my disciple” (Luke 14:25-33).

Have you given thought to the cost of discipleship, or even what it means
to be a disciple? A disciple is, “lit., ‘a learner’ (from manthano, ‘to learn,’
from a root math ---, indicating thought accompanied by endeavor), in




(Being a Disciple, Continued)
contrast to didaskalos, ‘a teacher;” hence it denotes ‘one who follows
one's teaching’” (Vine’s). As we see a contrast between the teacher
and the disciple, it behooves to ask the question, “As a Christian, do |
accept the position of a disciple, or do | attempt to be the teacher of
my own salvation?”

Throughout the scriptures, we can read of individuals who attempted
to do the latter, i.e., they became the source and provider of their
religion. On a number of occasions, the Apostle Paul spoke of such
individuals, saying, “because that, knowing God, they glorified him not
as God, neither gave thanks; but became vain in their reasonings, and
their senseless heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise,
they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God for
the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of birds, and four-
footed beasts, and creeping things” (Romans 1:21-23), and again, “For
| bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to
knowledge. For being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to
establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the
righteousness of God” (Romans 10:2-3).

When Jesus was among his people, “And he came forth and saw a great
multitude, and he had compassion on them, because they were as
sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many
things” (Mark 6:34), he would have taught them, as he did when he
taught on the mount, “as one having authority, and not as their
scribes” (Matthew 7:29).

When the Lord told the apostles, “Go ye therefore, and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” He did so based upon the premise, “All
authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth”
(Matthew 28:18-19).

Remember the words of the Lord, saying, “If ye abide in my word, then
are ye truly my disciples” (John 8:31). Are you “truly” a disciple of Jesus
Christ? When you count the cost, you will readily understand you
cannot afford NOT to be a disciple, i.e., heaven or hell, your choice.
ret

Dangers Facing the Church
Weak Leadership

Introduction: Josh. 24:14-15, 16, 21, 24; Judg. 2:6-19 —

Characteristics of Strong Leadership:

2 Chron. 31:20-21 — will be thoughtful and diligent.

1 Thess. 5:12-13 — will be known by those whom they lead.
2 Cor. 2:5-9 - promotes positive results.

Neh. 4:1-14 — is not deterred by opposition.

Titus 1:8 - are to be disciplined in their daily lives.
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. Weak Leadership:

A. 1 Cor. 5:1-8 —is an indicator of pride and indolence.

B. Prov. 12:26 — causes error.

C. 2 Chron. 22:10; 1 Tim. 2:11-15; 1 Pet. 3:7 — Not all are
authorized to lead: Athaliah; women; wives.

D. 2 Chron. 22:1-3 — Contrast: 15:16 — Not all are strong
enough to lead, i.e., Jehoram.

E. lIsa. 3:12; Acts 20:29-30; Isa. 9:16 — Not all who lead will do
so righteously.

Result of Strong Leadership:

2 Cor. 2:5-9; 7:8-11 — promotes obedience.

Prov. 14:34 — “exalteth a nation.”

Titus 1:10-11 —will stand up against error.

Rom. 12:10 — will manifest godly traits.

2 Kgs. 21:1-2, 19-20 — Contrast: 2 Kgs. 22:1-2 — will turn
away from evil.

Qualities of a Strong leader: 1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9
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SOLOMON SAYS

A wise man is strong;

Yea, a man of knowledge increaseth might.
(Proverbs 24:5)



