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Why We Need Senate Bill 961 Passed!

PA PARENTS AGAINST IMPAIRED DRIVING

Improving DUI Laws in the State of
Pennsylvania
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PAPAID.ORG is a grass-roots organization of parents that have lost children to DUI offenders
in the State of Pennsylvania. It was created to bring together these parents and families to
have our voices heard in Harrisburg and help create something positive out of all our losses
and save future lives.

Our mission is to advocate for the creation of comprehensive and effective state laws to
combat never-ending DUI crashes and resultant deaths and injuries in PA.
Many of us have found out too late that the DUI laws in PA are outdated and ineffective. In
many cases the loss of a loved one could have been prevented if our state had
more effective legislation that is currently in place in numerous states.

How Does PA
Rank as
Compared to
the Rest of the
United States
for DUI Laws?

Pennsylvania ranked 45 out of 50 states for criminal DUI
penalties. Source: 2017 Wallet Hub Survey of Strictest DUI Laws by State in USA
Pennsylvania ranked 50 out of 50 states for penalizing individuals
who drive on suspended/revoked licenses. Source: National Conference of State Legislatures,
July 2016

Pennsylvania was ranked 15th worst out of 50 states and DC in
efforts to eliminate drunk driving. Source: MADD’s 2018 Report to the Nation
Pennsylvania Ranked 13th Most Dangerous. Source: April 2017, CarinsuranceCompairsion.com
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There are 50,000+ new DUI cases annually in PA

Source: PennDOT

There have been 12,000+ impaired crashes, resulting in 8,700 injuries and 320
deaths annually, on average over the past 8 years Source: PennDOT

The Numbers:

Studies indicate that 40% of all DUI fatalities are caused by repeat DUI
offenders (Lapham, Skipper, Hunt, & Chang, 2000; White & Gasperin, 2007)

In 2016, there were 10,456 DUI Convictions in PA associated with repeat DUI
offenses Source: PennDOT
14% -20% of all intoxicated drivers in fatal crashes have a current suspended or
revoked license. SOURCES: NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION/AAA
50 to 75% of convicted drunk drivers continue to drive on a suspended license.
(Peck, R.C., Wilson, R. J., and Sutton, L. 1995. “Driver license strategies for controlling the persistent DUI offender, Strategies for Dealing with the intent Drinking
Driver.” Transportation Research Board, Transportation Research Circular No. 437. Washington, D.C. National Research Council: 48-49 and Beck, KH, et al. “Effects
of Ignition Interlock License Restrictions on Drivers with Multiple Alcohol Offenses: A Randomized Trial in Maryland.” American Journal of Public Health, 89 vol. 11
(1999): 1696-1700.)

PA is one of only 4 states that do not treat repeat DUI as a felony, regardless of
number of prior DUI convictions.
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2017
Impaired
Crashes

There were
12,148
impaired
crashes in
PA

20132017
Impaired
Crashes

There were
59,801
impaired
crashes with
1469 fatalities
and 41,798
injuries

20082017
Impaired
Crashes

There were
123,321
impaired
crashes with
3,331
fatalities and
89,840
injuries
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The Human Impact

PA PARENTS AGAINST IMPAIRED DRIVING

2017 Impaired Crashes - Harrisburg
Region

2013 - 2017 Impaired Crashes – Harrisburg
Region
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Senate Bill 961


SB 961 is a substantial improvement for Pennsylvania as many of the
existing DUI-related laws do not distinguish between first-time and repeat
DUI offenders.



SB 961 clearly sends the message that repeat DUI offenders will be
expected to learn from their mistakes and future DUI-related offenses will
result in more serious penalties.



SB 961 will address repeat DUI offenders and individuals that continue to
drive illegally on a DUI-related suspended license. Both of these groups
are part of the high risk population that is the cause of the majority of
deaths and injuries related to DUI in PA.
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SB 961 Target
DUI Offenders Who Continue to Drive Impaired


PA is one of only 4 states that do not treat repeat DUI as a felony,
regardless of number of prior DUI convictions.



Proposed Law - Felony penalty for 3rd time DUI conviction within 10 years, if
third offense is high BAC of .16 or higher, and in all other cases at 4th
offense.



Targeted Population - There were 50 DUI convictions for 4th or subsequent
DUI in PA during 2016 that would be considered a felony under SB961
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SB 961 Target
Repeat DUI Offenders Who Kill


Current Law - A repeat DUI offender who is convicted of Homicide by Vehicle while
DUI, is subject to no more than a 3-year minimum sentence, regardless of the prior
DUI history.



Proposed Law - Increased penalties for Homicide by Vehicle while DUI, for repeat
DUI offenders:





If convicted of prior DUI, minimum sentence for death is increased to 5 years



If convicted of 2 or more prior DUIs, minimum sentence for death is increased to 7 years

Targeted Population - There were over 260 fatal crashes tied to alcohol in PA during
2016. Assuming that 40% of crashes are tied to repeat offenders, the population
could equate to 100+ potentially surviving impaired drivers.
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SB961 Target
Individuals Who Continue to Drive on a DUI-Suspended License
Many individuals choose to ignore the suspension, even when they could drive legally with
an ignition interlock/occupational license or by requesting reinstatement.


Current Law - convicted offenders are only subject to a $500 fine and a 60-day
sentence (generally served at home), regardless of prior history for the same offense.



Proposed Law - Increased penalties for driving while under a DUI-related license
suspension for 2nd and 3rd offenses.



Targeted Population - An estimated 70,000 - 105,000 individuals in PA continue to drive
illegally based on 2016 PennDOT data.

Those Responsible for SB961 and
Continuing Advocates
Senator John Rafferty
Senator Scott Martin
Representative Keith Greiner
Lancaster County DA Craig Stedman
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Summary



SB 961 will reinforce the message of increasing penalties to those that
continue to commit DUI-related offenses.



High risk offenders will either change their behavior by choice or be subject to
higher fines and longer incarceration. In either case fewer impaired drivers
will be on the road driving a deadly weapon and future lives will be saved.



Our ask for everyone listening is that you contact your state representative
and state senator and ask for their support of SB 961.



Studies show that 2 in 3 people will be involved in a DUI crash during their
lifetime, so please don’t think that a DUI offender will not cause harm to you or
your family, like the ones that killed our children.

Thank you.

20082017
Impaired
Crashes

There were
123,321
impaired
crashes with
3,331
fatalities and
89,840
injuries

