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FEBRUARY 1980, 7:30 PM, Garden Center, 3105 Grant St., in Memorial. Park. THE £t - cl

FUTURE OF -MONO -LAKE. Before' 1979, about 25% of the world's California Gulls nested o }
Negit Island in Mono Lake, . Last year,Negit hosted none, for last year it became part -

of the mainland, accessible to msinland predators. The loss of nesting gulls is-but . -
oné indicator of the transition Mono Lake, east of Yosemite:Natl, Park, is making frem- - -
rich biological resource to dead sea. Los Angeles has diverted 4 of, its 5 tributary 4 -
streams, dnd this lake with no outlet is.steadily dropping and becoming more saline; -
Its abundant brine shrimp now nburish=milliogs of nesting and migratory water birds:. :
If present water diversions continue, they will be gone. 4t our February‘meetimg”Jan$;3 '
Sproul will show us the beauty of Mono Lake today, describe the crisis it faces @hd 22 ISR
explain how that crisis can be avoided. Mono Lake is one of the top conservation - - 10 2&

ket

priorities of Audubon chapters in California.. Join us and’ learn why. T

17 MARCH. TIME FOR SURVIVAL has won a silver plaque -from the. Chicago Film Festival;a i ' "
(ine Gold Eagle from the Council on International Nontheatrical Events, and a gold. : -
medal from the International Film and TV Festival in New York. We!ll see this mew- '
National Audubon Spciety film in March, R A

FIEID TRIPS

SAT, 9 FuBRUARY. AGUIHRE SPRINGS. Have you been disappointed by the lack of montane
species-around El Paso this winter? This field trip should raise your spirits.
Aguirre Springs is in the Organ Mountains, east of Las Cruces. We'll look for species
such as Acorn and Hairy Woodpeckers, Steller's amd Scrub Jays, Bushtit, White-breasted
Nuthatch, Townsend's Solitaire and Cassin's Finch. Meet at the Executive Inn,

sU0 Executive Center, at 7:00 AM, ' ' g :

SUN. 2/ FEBRUARY. LOWER VALIEY. We hope we can catch some early spring.migrants on
this trip, as well as many of our common wintering species. We'll start with a look
at Feather Lake, then drive to Surratt!'s Pond. We may see Cattle Egrets here, From
Surratt's we'll head for the Tornillo area, then finish by working up along the Rio
Grande levee, ts Bl Paso, Ducks, hawks and wintering sparrows will be our quarry, with
the tantalizing possibility of some early swallows near Tornillo. Meet at Feather

Iake on North Loop Dr. (0.3 miles NW of Ave. of the Americas) at 7:00 AM. : |




BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

11 FEBRUARY, 7:30 PM. The Board will meet at the home of Elza Gilboe, 1305 Oakdale,

E1 Paso, Ph: 772-1942.

OBSERVATIONS - 24 ﬁecember 1979 to 23 January 1980

o
Local birds seem down in abundance and
diversity this winter, but a number of
species not expected in El Paso in
winter:are keeping things interesting.
Not surprisingly many ‘of the better
sightings for this report period come
from the E1 Paso Christmas Bird Count
(CBC) of 29 Dec.

CORMORANTS THROUGH EAGLEq

Los Nogales Pond in the upper valley
had a Double-crested Cormorant for the
CBC (RG, et al.) and an Olivaceous
Cormorant o 12 Jan (KZ).. Feather Lake
continues to hold a Whistling ‘Swan and
a Snow.Goose (LG, mob). On 16 Jan it
also had 10 Canada Geese :(JN, JF). The
Canada Geesé seen on the CBC were -
flying upstrean over the Rio Grande due

west of Cemént Lake (BH, SJD, MG et al.).

The CBC's 15 Snow Geese were at Sunland
Park Race Track (EK). The only Cin-
namon Teal for the CBC were the 4 on the
Phelps Dodge ponds (AG et al,). Swain-
son's Hawks are' -supposed to ‘winter in
S, America, but for the CBC 1 was re-
ported from a bosque 200 yds. south of
Randle's Pool (RG et al.). The pair of
adult Golden Eagles seen on the CBC
were perched on power poles along I-10°
between the Executlve Center and Sun—
land Park exnts (BH et al.).

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS

For the CBC 2 Lesser Yellowlegs were at

the water-catchment basin at Doniphan
and Country Club Rd. in the upper val-
ley (RG et al,). Our first-ever CBC
record for FRANKLIN'S GULL (2) came
from Sunland Park Race Track (EK). The
Gilboe backyard in the Cielo Vista ‘area
has had a Ringed Turtle Dove off and on
since Aug 1978. For CBC: day the bird
chose to be on (EG). The only recent
sighting of a Burrowing Owl came 8 Jan -
along Bosque Rd. north of Canutillo (RS).

s
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Some 65 White-throated Swifts, uncommon
in winter in El Paso, were overhead in the
upper valley for the CBC (RG et al.). A
pair of Anna's Hummingbirds has been in
the Mountain Park area all winter (JB),

as -has a male in Thunderbird Heights (FB).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH THRUSHES

One of the unexpected birds that has
appeared this winter is the ASH-THROATED
FLYCATCHER, found in ‘Memorial Park on 19
and 23 Jan (JDiP). For the CBC, 2 BUSH- -
TITS were in dry, - scrubby habit at along
thé Rio Grande about 1.5 miles south of .
Country Club Rd. (RG). Memorial. Park ‘had
a Red-breasted Nuthatch on 19.Jan (JDiP).
House Wrens were spotted on the CBC both
in Arroyo Park (BH et al.) and near the
Hacienda Cafe near the Rio Grande (BH et
al.). Brown Thrashers arée turning up

" everywhere: 1 in Arroyo Park (BH et al,)
and 1 in Mountain Park (JB) for the CBC,
1 'in Horizon City 14 Jan (AG) and 1 at
Durling's Farm 14 and: 21 Jan (KZ, JDiP).

A Hermit Thrush.was in Kern Place 27 Dec
(BH), but.the énly. one recorded on the.
CBC was far up the canyon to Indian :
Springs (JDiP, TB). Eastern Bluebirds,
with 11 in the cottonwoods east of the
Rio Grande just below the Country Club
Rd. bridge (RG, NG), outnumbered Westerns
on the CBC. Two Townsend's Solitaires
were at Hueco Tanks 12 Jan (KZ).

VIREOS THROUGH BLACKBIRDS

Memorial Park held our first CBC record
for SOLITARY VIREQ (JDiP, TB). The other

'big CBC first was a female NORTHERN

PARULA, studied carefully as it flitted
about the trees lining the irrigation
ditch immediately south of the Hacienda
Cafe (BH, SJD, MG et al.). ' The bird was
in the same spot 7 Jan (JDiP) and was
near the Hacienda 12 Jan (EK, JG, BB).

" On 1 Jan a NASHVILIE WARBLER was in the

same general area (JS). The other note-



OBSERVATIONS (Continued)

worthy recent warbler sighting was of : (BBl, JG, SS) and in the Mountain Park

a Common Yellowthroat 19 Jan at Randle's area (JB). The CBC's lone White-throated
Pool (KZ). Two Common Grackles were Sparrow is still seen daily in the Cielo
among the many Great-taileds near the Vista area (EG)., Other White-throateds
Hacienda on CBC day (BH et al.). reported include 1 along the Rio Grande
Finally, a blackbird with a rusty head, near the Hacienda on 1 Jan (JS) and 2 at
upper back and breast and a yellow eye Durling's Farm 12 and 21 Jan (KZ). Alse
was in the Cielo Vista area in late Dec at Durling's Farm 12, 14 and 21 Jan was
and early Jan (JF, BBl, JS) and was a FOX SPARROW (KZ, JDiP), To top things
photographed. We will draw no con- off, Randle's Pool hosted a Swamp Spar-
clusions until experts. have examined row 19 Jan (KZ). ' .

the photos.. (
OBSERVERS: Tom Baker, Berttye Barnhart,

SPARROWS Flora Bittick, Bob Bleicher (BBl), Janet
. Brockmoller, Joe DiPasquale, Sarah Jane

As usual the CBC turned up many less Dodds, Jane Fowler, Al Gavit, Elza

common Sparrows., A Baird's Sparrow was Gilboe, Mary Giles, Nathan Gilliland,

in the upper valley near the Country Richard Gilliland, Joe Guinn, Bill Hoppes,

Club Rd. bridge (EK, NG). Vesper Earle King, many observers (mob), Jo

Sparrows occurred near the Hacienda Nagel, Sid -Shepperd, Roger Sperka, John

(BH_et al.), near the Wilderness Park Sproul, Kevin Zimmer. (Please report

Museum (JDiP) and in the upper valley your observations to John Sproul,

(RG et al.). Ilark Sparrows were also 601 W. Yandell #25, E1 Paso 79902;

in the latter 2 spots. "Two Sage Spar- ph. 545-5157 home, 543-6126 work.)

rows were in Tom Mays Park (BBl, JG,

8S) and 8 were near Tobin Wells on Ft,
Bliss (J8 et al,). Black-chinned
Sparrows were reported hear Indian
Springs (JDiP, TB), at Cattonwood Springs

FEATHER LAKE REPORT

‘Star boarders at Feather Lake this winter have been the Whistling Swan and the Snow
Goose., A Green Heron has been seen several times, but a Great Blue Heron appeared
only once, A Marsh Hawk visits daily and likes to chase up the many ducks. Ducks in
evidence, probably around 2000 in number, include Mallard, Gadwall, Pintail, Green-
winged and Cinnamon Teal, American Wigeon, Northern Shoveler, Ring-necked Duck,
Canvaskack, scaup, Bufflehead, Ruddy Duck and Common Merganser. The lake also has
its usual American Coots and occasionally a Ring-billed Gull. In the surrounding
grass has been a large flock of Lark Buntings and a variety of sparrows, such as
Chipping, White--crowned, Lincoln's and Song. i

With your support, we maintain Feather Lake Sanctuary to protect these birds. That
protection is vital, Caretaker Tom Gavit recently chased off shotgun-toting vandals
who cut through the fence with wire cutters. How many ducks do you think the lake
would have if Tom were not in residence? We also maintain the sanctuary for public *
education and enjoyment, and the increasing number of legitimate users is very
gratifying. . 1 N
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The ROADRUNNER is distributed to all memebers of the El Paso/Trans-Pecos Audubon
Society. Nonmembers can subscribe for $3.00 per year. Mail subscription payments to
John Sproul, 601 W. Yandell #25, E1 Pase, TX 79902. Make checks payable to E1l Paso/
Trans-Pecos Audubon Society.
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&L Paso Trans-Pecos Audubon Socieisy
Froposed Budget for Calendar Year 7580

/ a. Dueso
b. ' Subscriptions (‘o the Rocw‘wum)
(e .Darwwm (Hope fuldsn):

+81,740.00
~§1440.00
%300, 00

$7,740,00
7,025.00
15.00:

700,00

TT, 74010

ad. 00
25.00

l

265.00

44G.00

622,00 -

Totals
2. Exnenses: '
@ Garden Club (fleeting tHalld): (ner rear)
be \ Proaran (Qaueaz4aemen¢/uaieaAan
¢. Adninisiration: :
; 1) Texas Audubon Council.: 822,00
2) Hospditedity: JQS.OO/
3) A4l other Admin exnenses: 476,00
- 4)  Printing of new Chapter Birdlisks: :f#/4u.00
d. llewsleiter (Ro adaunner)
_ 1)  lailing perwit: : 40400
2) llemsletten maiding: 102,00
3) Auduwbon Lables: 120,00
4 ) laterials: ,‘ :
a) Paste Fnk: : ' ' 37.50
b) Stencils: ; 20.70
¢) Roadiunner Sheets (?4&4& Sheeid) 80.00
d) 2d (& 37d Sheeta) ** 47250
«Totals: BE44G
e. 7Feather foke
7) Lease (ae& Jean): - 7.00 -
: %ﬁ Lighility Inowrcnce (per ;aa@) #741.00
&i¢i¢¢¢e¢ by 80a¢d Decisdion): #460,00
Tobaia 22.00
3. Chzckbook Baiance, as o? &yt ISbO

4. flidnws Expense De?¢c¢ie ‘ .
5. Paogected Checklook Balance: (Jan. 7987):

87,230.00
~300. 00
84930, 00




FRUI THE PER GF THE FRESTHENT:
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Haue Hou even -LooLed back in itime and said,

I'n sure you have,

!

eameot even hichen r:a/u.ceo in ithe .

the "admple! things we've done in fn,e

“biading on phoiographing naiwre.

- -~ B . a
’ = i i ,
"Thioe were ihe w00d odd dars?!

As J see uAcLL'* changdiza times (and /Lapmi..! alc/f_emm? cmom cosis), J
reclize how Last "ithese! guod oLd dc:'/a e esdng by,

7 neaxr we can

fuiture ,- .M,_/m.'" Ai. neak Ampcssdide io ¢@o
oot /Ju,ch @ qoing out Jor ¢ dar ol

With an ever expanding w,a.l,«_wmn which fJM,ec/tenA ‘o edininate ithouse old

Lavorite bucdn.fw 2008, and oiier preUAdus iy

" uder!! 2laces we once engoied,

we. ce/utmruL'/ LA (:n.d oae Nehans ARG .e‘.-tm_,-:s i

el

So J cw/c gou,. fLedlow AUDUBLIERS, to cuvie out cnd enioi owr birdinz Lledd . .

Adpa,

ouL h/u\,ez:) in ihe Fronikdin hitne. o4 alonz the Rio Jaum, bpc.au/.;e.

/todcw Ao aLL one ol the "aood cld dais" an.d :th,e. ,t,unexg e c.m,mgmn Laoik.

[

FIELD

Beost #hing about cur mosit recent
Held trips hcs been the Zine fuwin-
outs. For the 712 ;lcnucﬁc. Rdp to
the Rio jnrande near the flacienda
Cafe, we had 77 participanis:
Bertha and Berttie Bw{.m’mu, Cardos
and Uirginia Cuellorn and their 2
cm,{mem., Sarah Jaene BDodde, fwciet:
yu’,exs, Rdchord and Nathan -;,{,{)..A,L&n.d
Joe Cuinn, h. £, and Jo fZ..a.e{, Sid
Shepoerd, John Snroul, Lucidl

Swd_c.L, an,d Chad :Jw,n.e.. e s 159
4,&:&.&:’.&, wiAti some membeia opot-
ting ihe bird we all came J‘or, ithe
lorthern Powula, Those who ataed

dong enouch aleo saw a female Ruddi:

ALTERNATJVES, FOR SEBERAZE FACILIT FLA

The Citdizens Advisonry Commiitee For
the Sewercge ?L;O‘u{'/t/ti Plan for the
City of EL Paso L)'/L/L ho/Ld WJLLC
me.eun;uo on lednesday 20 Felbnucr).
960 at 7:30 Pii at the meeting room
g{i the Westodde  Com -unity Recrea-
ton Center, 650 fiarndi Cuas Dr.,
and Thxmc’f.cw 21 February at 7:30
Plt at the nuae/t,tm noom of the
Carolina Ccmrmn/ua! Rec/ae_cu/wn Cen~
tern, 563 N. Carolina Dr. At these
meeiinas the consuditants nreparing
the Facility Plan will present the

HDjPS Tutﬁﬂijw-(,’})

D‘u.ck. cnd dn /c.m.:’ﬂi_.m%e -Jz,e,en Heron! m

.t:w_ Wz,ud:,f_an a/:.n,cn. :

The 27 Janucry trip io Indian Springs
had 12 particinants: Bol Bleicher,
Jeanneiite CorLa Joe Suinn, Peg. it
rledoel, Penis ;hwueaon, fie £, and

Jo flc,»,e/L Bent Rumcker, Anthur
Sabrino, Sid Shenperd, John Snroul,
and Sunnu Yiratien. G2 the 2i species
seen, on/u: the Saae - Tirasher Bolb
Bleicher 410@.305 and the larse mixed
HMocks of juncos were no M}ui..

Cra cu~headed Zu,ncoo have Ueen scarce
around EL Paso *his winter; canar-
ently they are all up at Indicn
Sprdncs.

TC BE EXFLAINED

aditernatives which have bdeen deveds
oped and are cwurenitliy being conodd-
ered Ain oxrder to provdde Jor ithe
trectnent and dionooscd 0i reuse of
the CALti's wastewciters, The rxw_wze
ol the Fit. Bliss Sewage Ponde-=ocne
ol our better birding arecs--depends
on which cliernative is selecied., A
Fact Sheet with moie inlownction on
what widdl be discussed ot ithe
meeitinos wAll be cvailclle wlten

8 Felnmenr, For a cop, call
533-5701. ‘




A NONGAME BILL IN 198072

. Bach year, when the wildlife-management
pie is slicef, néngeme programs get but
a sliver: Well over 90% of state and
federal wildlife dollars are funneled
into programs for game animals. There ‘
is a very good reason for this imkalante:
hunters and anglers pay the bills,
through licenses and excise taxes on
hunting and fishing equimment,

Audubon has long campaigned to elevate
the status of nongame fish and wildlife
- programs to that enjoyed by game pro-
grams, On July 9, 1979, the U.S. House
tenk a step in the right direction when
it passed HR 3292, the Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Act of 1979, on a
voice vete., The bill authorizes $19
million over 3 years to be allocated

to state wildlife agencies for develop~
ment or revision of comprehensive (game
and nongame) wildlife plans, However,
a plan doesn't mean much if there is no

E1 Paso/Trans-Pecos Audubon Society
601 W. Yandell #25 '
El Paso, TX 79902

Ph: 915-545-5157

way to implement it. Representatives
Breaux (D-LA) and Forsythe (R-NJ) will
introduce a companien bill this year that
would provide a stable source of funds
for nongame programs. The source? You
and It The hill would establish an ex-
cise tax on birdseed, bird houses and
feeders, comparakle to the existing tax
on hunting and fishing equipment. It is
a tax we should be more than willing to
P&y,

On 20 Dec, Senator Chafee (R-RI) intro-
duced a nongame bill (S 2181) in the
Senate that would cover both planning
and implementation. It was referred to
the Senate Resource Protection Subcom-—
mittee, where it will be the subject of
hearings on 4 and 5 Feb. The subcommittee
is part of the Senate Environment and.
Public Works Committee, to which Senator
Bentsen kbelongs. Senator Bentsen could
play a major role in deciding the fate

ef this Bill.
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