


Southwest Border Strategies

 We will take you through the supply chain and discuss where 
known vulnerabilities exist for external conspirators to 
introduce contraband into legitimate shipments.

 How C-TPAT members can reduce the likelihood of a security 
breaches.

 Smuggling Trends

 A review of past security breaches in the truck and rail 
environments.

 Department of State security updates. 



SWB 2012 Narcotic Statistics July 31, 2012



SWB 2011 Narcotic Statistics



5

Marijuana Seizures

Pounds

By the Numbers



Flow of Narcotics

 There will a graph displaying the narcotics flow here.





Smuggling Trends

 Within the cargo

 Within the conveyance

 Underground

 In the air

 On the water



Within the Cargo

 Narcotics inside similar packaging
 Boxes
 Bags
 Who produces these items for you

 Narcotics comingled with legitimate cargo
 In-between pallets
 Middle of the pallet
 Inside the legitimate cargo

 Rip load
 Narcotics placed at the door to be easily removed
 Place the seal on the doors immediately



Within the Cargo - Rail Seizure

Image fills this entire area
(OR originates at the upper

left corner of the area 
outlined and is sized to the 
full width or height of this 

bounding box.)

 Try to make multiple images 
approximately the same size
 Align and group images in an

organized manner

Image fills this entire area
(OR originates at the upper

left corner of the area 
outlined and is sized to the 
full width or height of this 

bounding box.)

 Try to make multiple images 
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Within the Cargo - Rail Seizure

Image fills this entire area

(OR originates at the upper left corner of the area 
outlined and is sized to the full width or height of this 

bounding box.)



Within the Cargo – Truck Seizure

Image fills this entire area

(OR originates at the upper left corner of the area 
outlined and is sized to the full width or height of this 

bounding box.)



Within the Cargo – Truck Seizure

Image fills this entire area

(OR originates at the upper left corner of the area 
outlined and is sized to the full width or height of this 

bounding box.)



Within the Conveyance

 Narcotics in natural void
 Beams
 Ceiling

 Narcotics in man made compartment – 7pt. inspection
 False front wall
 False floor
 Within the tires
 Gas tank

 Rip load – narcotics at the door for easy access



Within the Conveyance - Rail Seizure

Image fills this entire area

(OR originates at the upper left corner of the area 
outlined and is sized to the full width or height of this 

bounding box.)



Within the Conveyance - Rail Seizure

Image fills this entire area

(OR originates at the upper left corner of the area 
outlined and is sized to the full width or height of this 

bounding box.)



Within the Conveyance – Gas Tank

Image fills this entire area
(OR originates at the upper left corner of the area 

outlined and is sized to the full width or height of this 
bounding box.)



Within the Conveyance – False Wall

Image fills this entire area

(OR originates at the upper left corner of the area 
outlined and is sized to the full width or height of this 

bounding box.)



Within the Conveyance – False Wall

Image fills this entire area

(OR originates at the upper left corner of the area 
outlined and is sized to the full width or height of this 

bounding box.)



Image with a headline

Image fills this entire area

(OR originates at the upper left corner of the area 
outlined and is sized to the full width or height of this 

bounding box.)

629 packages of Marijuana - total weight of 3,542.84 KGS (7810.51 lbs)





Underground

 An additional smuggling trend is the use of tunnels under the 
international border. The first tunnel was discovered by the 
U.S. Border Patrol in 1990, and CBP has seen an increase of 
tunneling activity in the past few years. As of March 31, 2012, 
there have been 155 illicit cross-border tunnels discovered -
154 along the Southwest border and one discovered along the 
Northern border near Lynden, Washington (July 2005). The 
tunnel threat consists of four categories of tunnels: conduit, 
rudimentary, interconnecting, and sophisticated. 



Underground

 In November 2011, the San Diego Tunnel Task Force 
discovered two tunnels and seized 52 tons of marijuana. The 
first tunnel, discovered on November 15, 2011, was a 
sophisticated 400-yard underground cross-border tunnel that 
was over 40 feet deep and was equipped with rail, lighting, and 
ventilation systems. The discovery of this tunnel resulted in the 
seizure of 18 tons of marijuana. The second tunnel, which was 
discovered on November 29, 2011, was also a sophisticated 
tunnel equipped with lighting and ventilation systems. This 
tunnel discovery resulted in the seizure of 34 tons of 
marijuana. 



Underground



Underground



Underground



Department of State Security Updates

www.state.gov

http://travel.state.gov/travel/travel_1744.html

http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_5665.html

International Travel Information
 Travel Warnings
 Travel Alerts
 Country Specific Information

Register for Travel Updates Smart Traveler Enrollment Program



Current Travel Warnings



Country Specific Travel Warning



Country Specific Travel Information



Further Information
 For the latest security information, U.S. citizens traveling abroad 

should regularly monitor the State Department's internet web site, 
where the current Worldwide Caution, Travel Warnings, and Travel 
Alerts can be found.

 Twitter and Facebook

 Call 1-888-407-4747 toll free in the United States and Canada

 All others, 001-202-501-4444

 For any emergencies involving U.S. citizens in Mexico, The U.S. 
Embassy is located in Mexico City, Paseo de la Reforma 305, 
Colonia Cuauhtemoc, from the U.S.: 011-52-55-5080-2000; Within 
Mexico City: 5080-2000; Within Mexico 01-55-5080-2000. 



Further Information
 Consulates (with consular districts)
 Ciudad Juarez (Chihuahua): Paseo de la Victoria 3650, telephone (011) (52) (656) 227-3000. Facebook& Twitter

 Guadalajara (Nayarit, Jalisco, Aguas Calientes, and Colima): Progreso 175, Col. Americana; telephone (011) (52) (333) 268-
2100. Facebook& Twitter

 Hermosillo (Sinaloa and the southern part of Sonora): Calle Monterrey 141 Poniente, Col. Esqueda; telephone (011) (52) 
(662) 289-3500. Facebook

 Matamoros (the southern part of Tamaulipas with the exception of the city of Tampico): Avenida Primera 2002 y Azaleas; 
telephone (011) (52) (868) 812-4402. Facebook& Twitter

 Merida (Campeche, Yucatan, and Quintana Roo): Calle 60 No. 338 K x 29 y 31, Col. Alcala Martin; telephone (011) (52) (999) 
942-5700. 

 Monterrey (Nuevo Leon, Durango, Zacatecas, San Luis Potosi, and the southern part of Coahuila): Avenida Constitucion 411 
Poniente; telephone (011) (52) (818) 047-3100. Facebook & Twitter

 Nogales (the northern part of Sonora): Calle San Jose, Fraccionamiento “Los Alamos”; telephone (011) (52) (631) 311-8150. 
Facebook

 Nuevo Laredo (the northern part of Coahuila and the northwestern part of Tamaulipas): Calle Allende 3330, Col. Jardin; 
telephone (011) (52) (867) 714-0512. 

 Tijuana (Baja California Norte and Baja California Sur): Paseo de Las Culturas s/n Mesa de Otay; telephone (011) (52) (664) 
977-2000. Facebook

 All other Mexican states, the Federal District of Mexico City, and the city of Tampico, Tamaulipas, are part of the Embassy's
consular district. 




