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Americans deserve a tough but civil presidential campaign, but we’re not going to get it.
We're about to witness dirty politics like we’ve never experienced. Demonization has reached a level
at which it’s easy to imagine irrational reactions by the general public.

Let me first stipulate that former President Trump isn’t standing on the sidelines holding a
bouquet of fresh daisies to extend a friendly welcome the democrat ticket. Some of his antics are
part of the problem. I've detailed them in the past. Personally, I've had enough of his ad hominem
attacks on opponents and detractors. And his assigning derogatory nicknames to opponents of both
parties is silly and distracts from important discussions.

Trump should stop feeling like he has to fight anyone in sight. It’s high time for him to come
out of the locker room and focus on the issues rather than individual detractors. Nevertheless,
Trump’s sins, real and imagined, are on prominent display, so it’s only fair to take a closer look at
the democrat’s bad habits.

Trump isn’t the only bully on the playground. Let’s review some of the democrat attacks on
Trump and all republican and conservative policy makers and voters. I call on democrats and “never-
Trumpers” to shed their self-righteousness as their demonization of their political enemies is
unsurpassed by anything done by Trump and the GOP. I'll review some of the dangerous incitement
that's been occurring for years.

Congresswoman Maxine Waters was once so “inspired” that she shouted to a crowd, “I will
go and take Trump out tonight.” CNN anchor Kaisie Hunt, in reference to Senator Paul getting beaten
up by his neighbor rejoiced, “This might me one of my favorite stories.” Chris Mathews, expressing
his anger about Rush Limbaugh, “......somebody’s going to jam a CO2 pellet in his head and he’s going
to explode like a giant blimp.”

Senator Schumer, on a tirade after Roe v. Wade was overturned, shouted, “I want to tell you
Kavanaugh, you have released the whirlwind and you will pay the price. You won’t know what hit
you...." Could this have motivated the California man who was charged with attempted murder after
being arrested near Justice Brett Kavanaugh’s home?

Expressing a dystopian vision, NBC presidential historian Michael Beschloss speculated with
Chris Hayes on MSNBC, “We could be six days away from losing our rule of law......if MAGA
republicans win November 8, our children will be arrested and conceivably killed.”
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A similar prediction appeared in The Guardian, “the world’s leading liberal voice”: [When
civil war develops] judges will be assassinated, democrats and moderate republicans will be
jailed......black churches and synagogues bombed, pedestrians picked off by snipers......”

The Handmaid’s Tale is a dystopian depiction in a book, movie and cable TV series. It intends
to show what will happen if conservatives take control of our government. It's the ultimate in
demonizing of republicans. Often, pictures of bonnet-clad women are used as a visual
representation of how women would be treated if republicans, conservatives, and fundamentalist
Christians assumed power.

“Handmaids” takes place in a fictitious country established by the overthrow of the U.S. by
conservative forces. Fertile women are subjected to child-bearing slavery, serving barren ruling
class women. Handmaids are subjected to cruel discipline and hideous punishment such as stoning,
removing eyes, and genital mutilation.

Thedemlabs.org declared “Republican war on women & abortion [come] straight from
“Handmaids Tale.” Many similar declarations can be found.

Comments and depictions by celebrities include: Robert DeNiro said, “I'd like to punch him
in the face”; Kathy Griffin posed with decapitated Trump head; Snoop Dog video depicted shooting
a Trump caricature; Madonna declared she had thought about blowing up the White House; Johnny
Dep asked “when was the last time an actor assassinated a president?”

The cover story of The New Republic, June 2024, is “American Fascism” - featuring Trump
drawn as Adolf Hitler. ABC News, December 20, 2023, featured “Donald Trump’s history with Adolf
Hitler and his Nazi writings” by Jonathan Karl. The Washington Post, December 20, 2023, featured
“Yes, it’s okay to compare Trump to Hitler. Don’t let me stop you” by Mike Godwin. Nazi death camps
are often shown along with anti-Trump messaging.

Trump is repeatedly depicted as Hitler, a rapist, an existential threat to America’s democracy
and way of life, and similar descriptions. And after the attempted assassination of Donald Trump, a
now now-former member of Rep. Bennie Thompson's staff allegedly posted, “I don’t condone
violence but please get you some shooting lessons so you don’t miss next time......"” Rep. Thompson
led the January 6 investigation.

U.S. politics is reaching new lows. No matter the disdain and distaste one has for Donald
Trump, the sum of these impressions of evil has nothing to do with reality. Pretending otherwise
will bring tragic results. Nevertheless, we shouldn’t be surprised about the cynicism and reaction of
the voting public.

The tragedy is that someone could be frightened into taking matters into their own hands.



