We are now over a month into this exploration 


of what it means to reflect the image of God 



and how we can do so in various ways of our daily life.  

Last week it was being servants or slaves, 


new creations before that, 


ambassadors before that, 


and royal priests.  

All of those titles carry baggage 


that we struggle to adopt at times.  



Ambassadors and priest's on the high and lofty side, 



servants and slaves on the below our station side.  

So today, 


I hope you have no problem connecting with the call of being children.  

I assuming you don't, 


because even if you are in your retirement years, 



you are a child of someone still.

Acknowledging that it may have been awhile since we were last called a child, 


I would like to spend some time focusing on  the exact characteristics that John

 

and other scripture writers are focusing in on 


that we want to emulate to show God's glory.  

Having recently left the diaper stage behind with our children, 


I really hope it is not that.

Thankfully, 


John does not think it is either.  

Instead, 


John is wanting to focus in on the love the Father has lavished on us, 



so that we should be called children of God!  

Skagway does a pretty good job of doing this, 


as there are a number of children 



who are not blood related to people, 


but call them other mom and dad 


or aunt or uncle anyway.  

It is because they are so closely 


and heavily involved in their lives.  

The love of the Father is why we are called children of God.  


So far, 



this is us doing nothing.  



It is all the work of the Father.  

But we have long held 


that what we are called 


is what we tend  or are prone to grow into.  

St. Ignatius, 


in one of his early sermons 



gave parents the advice to pick a God-fearing person out of the bible, 



call their children that, 



and make sure the children know that person's story.  

2000 years later, 



that advice seems to still be in vogue, 



as John seems to be a disproportionately common name in this body.  



I even have it as my middle name.

But children are not just what we are called.  

John ratchets it up another notch and says, 


“That is what we are!”  

Why are we that?  

What makes us children?  


To break down the love lavished upon us, 



we need to remember how the Father has shown us love.  

Starting at the beginning, 


he created us.  

If it has been awhile since you were around a pregnant person, 


go spend some time with someone who is.  

I have made a point of acknowledging my mother 


and thanking her on my birthday 



every year since Eva was born.  

Then there is the love poured out in keeping us alive.  


Waking up to change those diapers, 


feed us, 


comfort us when sick.  

God has provided our daily bread each day of our life.

Since Adam and Eve, 


God's children have been prone to test the boundaries of his love.  



It has not improved over the millenia.  

And I think this is where John is fully pointing to in this passage.  


When we test the boundaries, 



we are saying that what the Father has set for us was not enough.  


That breaks the relationship.  



You know how that happens 




when some one tells you 





that you are not sufficient for them.  



Instead of walking away, 




our Father, 





because he loves us, 




made sure that break in the relationship was healed.  

In the Father's grace and mercy, 


he sent his Son to take on the weight of that break in relationship, 


that sin, 



and make us right with the Father again.

If you have experienced the trials of parenthood, 


you know the pain of being told you are not needed, 


not wanted, 


and that you are ruining everything.  

Even before the girls could speak, 


there were nights of exhaustion trying to figure out what could calm the crying.  Once, 


it was a string on the inside of a sock around the toe.  



That was two hours of screaming 




before it was found and addressed.  


But we didn't stop trying, 



because of our love.

The Father has endured decades of us 


trying to run away, 


rebelling, 


not trusting him, 

yet his love has not stopped.  

What God has done to make us his children 


is not something he will ever walk away from.  

Just as most parents have experienced great hurt 


coming from their children 



and have never stopped loving their children.  

They may have set some healthy boundaries, 


but the love has never stopped.

This idea is established with the greek word for lavished.  


It is didomai, 



“to cause to happen, 




used particularly in relationship to physical events—





‘to make, 





to cause, 





to give, 









to produce.”  


The physical event was Jesus' death and resurrection.  



That event has allowed us to become the children of God.  

But this title is different than saying 


all people are the children of God.  



Because it is moving from paternity to fatherhood.  

Paternity and fatherhood are closely related, 


but drastically different.  

Skagway again 


has many clear examples of this.  

Paternity is being 50% of the equation 


to cause life to occur.  

There are donors who have fit the paternity aspect 


with out ever knowing what they made.  

Fatherhood is a deeper commitment, 

longer commitment, 


until death does it end.  

You don't have to be the donor 


to live out fatherhood.  

John is pointing to this fatherhood aspect in this passage.  


Teknon, 



the Greek word for child used by John 


has “a person of any age 



for whom there is a special relationship of endearment and association,” 




included with it.  

Those who are called Children of God 


have entered into this special relationship 



of realizing that the Father sent his son, 




to die for them, 



so that they could have a clear relationship with God, 




without the barrier of sin standing in the way.  

Knowing this, 


the way they behave becomes different.  

Just as earlier, 


I talked about giving children certain names 



would hopefully give them a direction in which to aim their life.  


So knowing that you and I are children of God 



should cause us to live differently.  

We should remember that the Father has forgiven us, 


so we can forgive others.  

We have experienced love 


when we did not deserve it 


and love when we did not earn it.  



Also known as grace and mercy.  


So we can extend love to others 



who have not earned or deserve it.  

We can forgive, 


reconcile, 


and serve, 

because as children of God, 


the Father has done all those things with us.

This is the reason 


that the world is not recognizing the people that John calls children of God.  

They are behaving in such a way 


that is antithetical to their way of life.  



Why are you helping that person?  



Why are you forgiving that debt?  



This is your chance to rule, 




why are you serving?  

They are asking these questions 


because they do not know who our father is 


or who Jesus is.  

If we are children of the Father, 


then we carry characteristics of the Father.  

I see this every time a childhood photo is posted of my parents, 


aunts or uncles.  

I feel like I am reliving my adolescent years 


watching Eva do the same exact things as my sister, 



with blond curly hair did.  

I have watched both Eva and Esme stick their tongues out 


when concentrating on a difficult task.  

A trait my grandfather, father, and myself all do or did.

Now how this all works out 


and what the final picture will be, 



we do not know.  

Just like I am guessing that Eva will be 6 feet tall 


and be a consumer of stories.  

But whether that is being a writer herself, 


a librarian, 


or something else completely, 



I do not know.  

But I do know that she will be like Jesus when he appears again.  


Part of the reason is, 



we shall see him as he is.  

Again, 


taking what children do into consideration, 

who mimics better than children?  


Both girls are cutting vegetables with mommy, 


copying speech patterns, 


trying to discipline each other as they have experienced.  

Anything they see done, 


they copy.  

As we see more clearly what Jesus is like in our lives, 


we tend to copy that ourselves.  

Let us not stop doing so.

That is why verse three encourages us to purify ourselves, 


because Jesus is pure.  

Verse 4-10 carry this out further, 


talking about how sin needs to be removed from our life.  

We are to do this, 


so that we more clearly resemble our heavenly father 


and our brother Jesus Christ.  

We mimic and copy what we see.  


So hold tight to the hope that 



the things that you are copying now 



will become more glorified on the day Jesus appears.  


That putting aside the way of the world 



and not being known by it, 


because you are following the way of the Kingdom of Heaven, 



will help you live in the Kingdom of Heaven.  


The work is not in vain.  
Just as the person 


who learns the foreign language of the country that they are visiting beforehand, 

never finds their time and effort to be in vain, 


as they enjoy the country that much more.  

Let us copy the lifestyle of our heavenly Father, 


because we are his children 



and one day that will be clear to everyone.

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 
4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. 
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