
Skagit County Fire District 9

16818 W. Big Lake Blvd

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes
July 12, 2022
The advisory committee meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Commissioner Thomson.    Present were Commissioner Gubrud, Commissioner Thomson, Commissioner McMahan (Zoom), Chief Berg and Secretary Berg along with committee members Pam Baird, Jay & Nellie Hibma, Doug Vandersanden, Shelley Park, Lee Kleve, Brandon Taylor, Keith Van Sickle and Tammie Grobschmidt (Zoom).  Community member Mark Pearson was also present.
Introductions – Everyone introduced themselves.
Background – Commissioner McMahan spoke about our balance sheet and the new accounts that were created the night before.  He also spoke about how we receive taxes and why we have reserve accounts. 
Potential Costs – Commissioner McMahan presented a cost escalator spreadsheet that included assessed values, the levy rate and bond rate.  If we raised our levy rate by one cent, it would bring in $6,862 for the District. (Current levy rate is $.4863 and bond rate is $.2814).
Equipment Replacement Schedule – We would need 2.9 million dollars to replace our aging fleet in the next 10 years in today’s dollars and that does not include interest on any loan if we have to borrow money.  
There was also a discussion on how long it takes to get a truck after we order it and what the actual amount is that we can borrow (indebtedness).
For the next meeting, there will be a secret ballot for the committee members to complete.

Next meeting is scheduled for July 18th at 6:00 p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

____________________




___________________________

Tracy Berg, Secretary




Bruce Thomson, Commissioner Chair

Questions:  

· What is the life of an engine?  Most departments, an engine has a life span of 20 to 25 years.
· What is the WSRB?  Insurance companies use the WSRB rating to come up with home owner premiums.


