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Edward W. Minnis is retired from the
Washing-ton, D.C. Metropolitan Police
Department, employed from January 5,
1970 as a Police Cadet, becoming an
Office September 20, 1971, upon retirement September 20, 1991. Received
multiple training opportunities, motor
scooter, motorcycle, Civil Disturbance
Unit including auxiliary SWAT member,
DEA Drug Seminars, Investigators Training Course including FBI presentation,
radar enforcement and at least three Department of Agriculture Report Writing
Courses.

WWW.DWCManatee.com

February Guest Speaker
Eddie Minnis

Upon retirement worked at the National
Zoological Park as a temporary police
officer from March to August 1994. Then
becoming an Investigator/Counselor with
school security for the Prince George’s
County, MD, Public School System from
August 1994 until retirement December
2004.

DWC Luncheon
February 11th, 2020 11:30 AM
4350 El Conquistador Pkwy

Moved to Florida in 2004, one of the reasons was to live where this country actually began, research the history and people of this state, while learning more
about how and why this country began.
Resident of Manatee County since 2004
because it’s centrally located and the
historical landmarks.

Bradenton, FL
Please make your reservations by

Noon February 6th, 2020
Call Sandy Gander 941.720.6662

Eddie has spent many years studying
Black History.

or email
San.gander@gmail.com
Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled chicken,
cold cuts, cheeses, bread, and cookie
Cost is $20.00
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February” President’s Letter
Erika is currently out of state, so Joanie LeBaron is stepping in to help out and
write the President’s Letter.
What a fantastic start to 2020. Our Club now has 80 members: women and
men who are dedicated to the beliefs and principles of the Democratic Party.
We have strong, talented women running for public office. We’re seeing a
surge of Democrats stepping up to the plate as volunteers to (pardon the
phrase) Make Florida Blue Again. And it’s only February.
Kudos to members Susie Copeland and Patty Benson for helping to organize
the Martin Luther King Parade and Dinner; Kayla Simms for carrying the DEC banner in the parade
and to Maureen Dardinski and Joanie LeBaron for registering voters and getting candidate petitions
signed along the parade route and at the Festival site.
In celebration of Black History Month, you’ll be seeing a new face. Our speaker is Edward Minnis,
retired Washington, D.C. police office and local historian. According to Brian Heavrin, he’s not just
a great speaker but an equally great researcher of black history.
Also at our next meeting, meet Pam Coachman, Democratic Candidate for Ward 5 Commissioner.
Democratic candidates need our help. We can all become volunteers and there is a job for everyone – from hosting meet and greets to writing postcards to help our Democrats win in November –
Margaret Good, US Representative, District 16 ; Betsey Young, State Attorney; Amanda Linton,
State Senator District 21; David Fairey, State Representative District 73 ; and Wengay Newton,
State Representative, District 70.
Finally, the DWC has the opportunity to double the amount of scholarship monies for financially
strained Democratic women in Manatee County. We’re especially looking for women who want to
return to school. These are women who hold down 1 or 2 or 3 jobs. They are mothers, neighbors
and friends.
Thank you for all you do and for being part of the Democratic Women’s Club of Manatee County.

Joanie LeBaron

Kellyanne Conway's husband on Senate
Republicans: 'What are they afraid of?'
Conservative lawyer and husband of truly awful person Kellyanne Conway continues to work to the left of his wife in the
public sphere. Known for attacking the current administration,
the one his wife works vociferously for, Conway was on CNN
earlier Wednesday to discuss the first day of the U.S. Senate’s
impeachment trial and investigation into the corruptions of Donald Trump. The most glaring corruption right now is Speaker
Mitch McConnell’s transparent directive to use the Senate impeachment trial as a way to help Donald Trump cover up and
pave over his crimes.
CNN host Jake Tapper, speaking with Conway, asked for his impressions of the first day of the
Senate trial, and Conway started by saying that Trump’s lawyers were “outclassed,” underprepared, and “lying.” Calling their performance “distressing,” Conway explained that while that was
bad enough, the more pressing disappointment was Republican senators.
By Walter Einenkel , DailyKos

2

"IT'S LIKE A FOREIGN LANGUAGE”:
DONALD TRUMP'S ENCOUNTER WITH THE
CONSTITUTION DID NOT GO WELL"
This is a segment from the newly released book “A
Very Stable Genius” authored by Philip Rucker and
Carol Leonning.
On March 1, 2017, nearly six weeks after President
Trump had raised his right hand and swore to preserve,
protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States, he struggled to read aloud the words of
the founding document. A film crew had come to the White House to record the new president reading a section of the Constitution. Trump chose to participate in the HBO production because he did
not want to forgo the chance to be filmed for history, and he knew that as the sitting president he
would be the documentary’s most important character.
"With LED lights on stilts in front of him, Trump took his seat. 'You're lucky you got the easy part,'
Pelosi told him cheerfully. 'It gets complicated after this.' But the president stumbled, trying to get out
the words in the arcane, stilted form the founding fathers had written. Trump grew irritated. 'It's very
hard to do because of the language here,' Trump told the crew. 'It's very hard to get through that
whole thing without a stumble.' He added, 'It's like a different language, right?' The cameraman tried
to calm Trump, telling him it was no big deal, to take a moment and start over. Trump tried again,
but again remarked, 'It's like a foreign language.'"

Trump administration set to remove protections for waterways
The Trump administration is set to unveil Thursday the final rules that scale
back environmental protections for water bodies including streams and wetlands, the New York Times first reported.
Why it matters: This is one of the biggest environmental rollbacks by the
Trump administration yet. Withdrawing and replacing the Obama-era rule that
expanded protections has been a big priority for powerful industries such as the
agricultural sector, real estate developers and fossil fuel producers, Axios' Ben
Geman notes.

Photos from Women’s March 2020 Around The World
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When A Teacher Of The Year Takes A Knee In
Front of President Trump
By: Daily Kos

Clemson and Louisiana State University played this past Monday (January 13) for the national championship in college football. If you were one of the millions of people like me who
did not watch the game (I was working), you might have missed
a wonderful bit of silent protest against the current occupant of the White House. You know, they
guy who showed up at Mercedes Benz Stadium to what was described as thunderous applause...or at least according to my FB news feed.
That protest came from one Kelly Holstine, who was in attendance along with numerous other
state Teacher of the Year awardees from across the nation. Holstine, who was an English teacher
at Tokata Learning Center in Shakopee (MN) — and now works as director of educational equity at
the LGBTQ advocacy group, OutFront Minnesota — was one of two teachers who declined an invitation to visit the White House in 2019. Holstine took a knee during the playing of the National Anthem at the game.
Holstine had considered merely not putting her hand over her heart, but determined that
wasn't enough of a visible message. (Indeed, neither Trump nor Melania put their hand
on their heart, though that may have been a subtle protest against knowing what is happening.)
Instead, after consulting with her wife and other teachers at the game, Holstine decided to follow
the lead of Colin Kaepernick and take a knee in silent protest.
Uncharacteristically, the White House did not comment on the action.
As noted by the Washington Post:
Holstine said she told some of her teaching colleagues that she planned to kneel during
the anthem and asked whether they wanted to participate. Nobody else did, she said,
“but they all understood why I was doing it and were supportive.”
When asked the reasonable question of “why” she took this action, Holstine to The Hill:
“I think that the current environment that is being created and has been created in his
tenure definitely adds to my feelings of wanting to support individuals who are not being
supported,” she said. “I really feel like our country is not serving the needs of all its inhabitants … so many humans right now that are not being given the respect and the rights
that they deserve.”

While so much attention was, understandably, put on the game itself and also actor Vince Vaughn
yukking it up with President Trump, I’ll take Ms. Holstine doing her best to bring a measure of humanity and protest to the moment.

Rudy Giuliani ditches Lev Parnas: "I still feel sorry for him"
What he's saying: "Lev is someone I'm — I was close to. Obviously, I was
misled by him. I feel very bad. I was godfather to his child and spent a lot of
time ... I still feel sorry for him."
• "I'm not going to respond to him for each and every one of the misrepresentations he's made, because there are so many. If I’m called as a witness, I’m pre-pared to do it."
"I will not be sucked into a point-by-point response — which I am ready to give in
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Black History Month
Black History Month is an annual celebration of achievements by African
Americans and a time for recognizing the central role of blacks in U.S.
history. Also known as African American History Month, the event grew
out of “Negro History Week,” the brainchild of noted historian Carter G.
Woodson and other prominent African Americans. Since 1976, every U.S.
president has officially designated the month of February as Black History
Month. Other countries around the world, including Canada and the United Kingdom, also devote a month to celebrating black history.

Origins of Black History Month
The story of Black History Month begins in 1915, half a century after the
Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery in the United States.
That September, the Harvard-trained historian Carter G. Woodson and the prominent minister Jesse E.
Moorland founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH), an organization dedicated to researching and promoting achievements by black Americans and other peoples of African descent.
Known today as the Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH), the group sponsored a national Negro History week in 1926, choosing the second week of February to coincide with the
birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. The event inspired schools and communities nationwide to organize local celebrations, establish history clubs and host performances and lectures.
In the decades that followed, mayors of cities across the country began issuing yearly proclamations recognizing Negro History Week. By the late 1960s, thanks in part to the civil rights movement and a growing
awareness of black identity, Negro History Week had evolved into Black History Month on many college campuses.
President Gerald Ford officially recognized Black History Month in 1976, calling upon the public to “seize the
opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of black Americans in every area of endeavor
throughout our history.” Source: History.com .3

Marian Anderson: A Voice That Broke Barriers
On April 9, 1939, American opera star Marian Anderson gave a free concert at the Lincoln Memorial that became known worldwide as a public
rebuke of segregation and racial injustice.
More than 75,000 people gathered to hear this young black singer, who
had been lighting up stages from London to Moscow. Though internationally acclaimed, she had been denied Washington D.C.’s leading music venue, Constitution Hall, because of her race. Constitution Hall was
owned by the Daughters of the Revolution (DAR), an elite private women’s club that barred blacks from performing on its stage.
Lesser known, though, is that the DAR was not the only entity to turn her away. The segregated
public school system also denied her a large auditorium in an all-white high school. But because organizers had already announced a concert date of April 9th, the show had to go on. It took three
months and a band of forward-thinking leaders — from show business, government, education and
legal advocacy — to mastermind one of the most indelible scenes in the long fight for racial equality.
CLICK HERE TO SEE MARIAN ANDERSON’S
FAMOUS PERFORMANCE
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The Holiday Season is over, but people’s needs continue year round. Please
remember our charities, The Daily Bread, Healthy Start, and The Bethesda
House. The Daily Bread needs our food contributions, such as dried beans,
oatmeal, canned meats and vegetables, cereal and more. Healthy Start
needs baby supplies for struggling Mothers such as diapers, formula, powder,
and clothing to name just a few. The Bethesda House is in need of toiletries
for both men and women. Please be generous to these wonderful organizations by bringing your donations to our luncheon. Together we can make a difference
Many of you subscribe to
Vern Buchanan’s newsletters to
keep up with local politics.
Buchanan regularly sends out
“insta-polls” to get constituents
opinions.
Take a look at last weeks
responses as to what direction
the country is headed. Interesting results considering most of
his followers are Republican.
If we all subscribed to his newsletter we can make our voices
heard. You can sign for
Buchanan’s newsletter here.

Vern Buchanan’s Newsletter
Sign Up

In honor of Black History Month the first video is “No More: The Children of Birmingham, 1963 and
the Turning Point of The Civil Rights Movement” by Miranda & McKay Jessop. The second is
“Black History: A Tribute to Black History Month” by Kabbik Kobi
CLICK HERE TO WATCH

CLICK HERE TO WATCH

CHILDREN IN BIRMINGHAM

TRIBUTE TO BLACK HISTORY
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

440-384-0985

Erika Lundquist

DWCManatee@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)

303-324-0212

Jami Heye

jheye@ix.netcom.com

2nd VP (Membership)

941-264-5355

Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

313-434-4146

Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer

402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941-545-5382

Kayla Simms

kaysimms89@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-720-6662
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Ricki Mazzullo 941-746-3471
Legislative Liaison Ricki.Mazzullo@yandex.com

Website Links
DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Position is Open

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
February 5th 5:00 pm DWC Board Meeting at
Democratic Headquarters
There are numerous events for Democratic Members
throughout the month of August. To check times and dates
of these events please visit our Manatee County Democratic
website at www.ManateeDemocrats.com.
You can also stop by the Democratic Headquarters located
435 Cortez RD W, Bradenton, FL to receive event information
or call (941) 301-4336 to speak to a volunteer.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

(202) 224-5274

941.727.2042

Newt.newton@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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850-717-5073

