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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
Today we hear a story that is so absurd that quite frankly it is almost unbelievable. These Sadducees really have created such a dynamic story to test Jesus that they have practically made it so farfetched and completely unreal. However, if there is even a slight chance of it being believable or real, then quite honestly, we are talking about a woman who really does seem to have the proverbial kiss of death. 
Now, this story has really had me shaking my head for so many reasons, and that is no matter how many times I have read it over in continued efforts to even try understand it better. However, that is okay, as we are going to dive into it together here as well. Then, just maybe I will come out with even an alternative viewpoint and mindset after being up here with you all. That of course is the very fun and awesome part about scripture, the more and more we explore it the more and more it feeds us and creates in us a new heart and mind.
Now, if you really think about it, marrying seven times over is just completely absurd, and quite honestly it seems rather impossible in any mathematical equation. That of course is when you factor in age, and several other various things. Not to mention the unfortunate nature that this woman becomes the proverbial property of seven different men, let alone from the same family. Now, of course, the times were completely different back then. Of course, the brothers were supposed to take on the widow to care for and support her. Of course, they were also supposed to procreate to create an heir. Yet we heard in this absurd story that none of the brothers were successful in procreating with this woman. Considering this, at least if you ask me, one would think that after the second or even the third brother died that the other brothers might simply shy away from this woman. Perhaps they would even go to the leaders and say that they were no longer following this law for fear that they might die themselves. To top it all off, they might even have had an additional argument that this woman was barren and could not have children. So, just maybe they might have had a case for themselves. However, this hypothetical story does not allow us to get into the thick of things, or even to enter the realm of common sense, or even actually pause and allow for some logic.
Speaking of logic, the Sadducees in our story here today were not really thinking with any it seems. They really were not crunching any numbers or scenarios. They were just simply going by the customs and creating a story in which they thought they were challenging Jesus, no matter how absurd it may have sounded. What is cool though is that Jesus let them go on and on. Jesus let them spin their wheels to try and prove a point that they  made fools of themselves while in the process. Then, when they were done, Jesus provided answers that were right there in front of them all along in the very scriptures that they believed and solely focused on. Those first five books of Moses, the Torah, the Pentateuch gave them answers and the right mentality. However, they just simply refused to see or interpret the messages in an alternative mindset. Long and short, these know it all’s got served a proverbial piece of humble pie from Jesus when all was said and done. I would even be led to imagine that they kind of walked away with their heads down, or were even grumbling in disgust, because their contrived plan simply backfired on this day.
So, you may be sitting there and still trying to process all of this and the absurd yet awkward nature of it. You may even be sitting there just as frustrated as my wife as you were hopeful to meet up with your spouse when you entered Heaven. I mean I know I am pretty awesome and all but come on!!! Then, of course there are alternative scenarios. Maybe you had one or two undesirable spouses, and you were really hoping not to meet one or either of them at all. Then again, maybe you had two or three desirable spouses and they unfortunately succumbed to death too early just like the brothers did in our story today, and you want to meet up with them all when you enter Heaven. However, I think that it would be a little awkward having two or three folks standing there and waiting for you, or even competing for your attention. To each their own here, for I am not judging at all here. However, this is precisely where I might challenge you to think a little alternatively about relationship outside of this realm as we know it here on earth. I might even challenge you to think of the fact that being one in Christ and in true relationship in Heaven will have us all rejoicing together in an entirely different manner.
So, regardless of hypothetical scenarios, absurd thoughts, and awkward feelings it is common that there are just simply some things that we will clearly continue to ponder and even try to wrap our heads and minds around until our very last day on earth. Whatever the case or scenario is it happens to be very clear that we obviously try and put things into a way smaller box than we should at times, and in doing so we unfortunately even manage to miss the bigger picture. We just try and think of things in such an earthly mindset that we miss all the glory and provisions that God has for each and every single one of us baptized children. We find that we need to create a new language and a new mindset that allows us to explore even beyond our wildest desires. Resurrection life will be so awesome and truly different that quite frankly we will just have to go on with the faith and trust that God has all things handled. We need to allow for resurrection life to be something so completely different and amazing that there are just no words to put it into. We need not think that is just some kind of extension of life as we know it, and we need not try and put some kind of boundaries on it. We really do need to quit trying to box things up, wrap them, and put a pretty little bow on them. We need to allow God to do only what God can do, and trust in that.
So, buckle in here with me just a little while longer as we really do try and explore that. As we try and explore the very fact of how awesome resurrection life is, and how God already has things handled far beyond our wildest desires. Jesus’ response at the end of this story really does wrap things up and put things into perspective. It calls for each and every one of us to stop living for life hereafter. It calls for each and every single one of us to enjoy the life that we have now. It calls for us to realize that our God is way greater than a god of the dead, as our God is a God of the living. Let me repeat that, our God is way greater than a god of the dead, as our God is a God of the living. We cannot die anymore, for we have died to self in our very own baptisms. We have become children of God, and furthermore claimed by God, as the waters rushed over us, and the words were proclaimed on that very special day. We indeed were resurrection children from that very moment in time. 
So, let’s dive a little deeper and look at this from the response and stance of Jesus here. Because “Jesus’ response is masterful for the way he embraces the very prophet which the Sadducees revere. Jesus situates his message and meaning within the tradition of Moses, making a case that if the God of their ancestors is indeed the God of the living, then those ancestors are certainly alive in God’s presence.” (5) That of course is very deep right there. That is a lot for even the most scholarly of folks to take in back then or even now. However, Jesus doing just this is why I said earlier that I imagine that the Sadducees kind of walked away with their heads down, or were even grumbling in disgust, because their contrived plan simply backfired on this day. They did not expect Jesus to be so versed or aware of their beliefs and their scriptures that He would flip all sense of reality on its head. They thought Jesus was not real, that He was just some impostor, and that He was just trying to create problems and stir up the faithful. They thought that Jesus might be trying to divide the people when all along all he was trying to do was unite the people the very same way that God had intended from the beginning of creation.
So, let us live fully into that resurrection life. Let us not be like the Sadducees and allow for anymore doubt or confusion. Let us realize that eternal life has been achieved for all through Christ’s death and resurrection. Let us know and be comforted by the fact that God indeed is a God of the living. Let us all be alive in Christ from this moment on, and into eternity.
[bookmark: _Hlk199781786]Amen.
Luke 20:27-38 (NRSVUE)
Some Sadducees, who do not believe in the resurrection of the dead, try to trap Jesus. They formulate the convoluted case of a serial widow who marries a succession of seven brothers. Jesus responds by teaching about God to whom all are alive and in whom all relationships are fulfilled.

27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to [Jesus] 28 and asked him a question: “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers; the first married a woman and died childless; 30 then the second 31 and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. 32 Finally the woman also died. 33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.”

  34 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage, 35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 Indeed, they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. 37 And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is God not of the dead but of the living, for to him all of them are alive.”
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