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MOWDAY, JAKUARY 19, 1981

ANNUAL MEETING

The Sacramento River Delta Historical Society cordially invites all members
and friends to the fifth annual meeting and the third gala dinner to be held on
Monday evening, Jesnuary 19, 1981, Invitations have been mailed listing details of
the pot luck meal which Chairmen Barbare Dahlberg and Ella Nielsen are organizing,
A1l those attending are asked PLEASE to respond promptly by calling their community
representative listed on the invitation; these committee members include Doris
Waterworth, 775-1583: Leuise Craven, 374~2997; Barbara Dahlberg, 776-1923; Yvonne
Pylman, Thli~135L and Jean Harvie, 777-6219. Bach family is asked to provide a
main dish, salad, or dessert and to indicate thelr selection when calling to RSVP,
Wine, bread, coffee, and beverage will be furnished.

The evening's festivities will begin at 6:30 p.m. at. St. Anthony!s Parish Hall
in Walnut Grove, Entertainment will again be provided by the Clarksburg musical
ensemble, The New Holland Cowbins., Down-home guhest violinist Iynn Reeves of Heneo
has been . invited to join the group for this performance. 4 slide show program of
vintage photos will test the mettle:of hisgtory buffls recall., A short business

TTTTmeeting Will dincluds the election of offigers; museun reports, wmd revognition of: - -

outstanding velunteers,

Antique door prizes will be awerded to winners in several categories, A
memorabilia exhibition is planned, and a display table will be provided for any
historical objects guests might wish to share.

Invitations list highlights of the evening as Fun, Food, Door Prizes, Music,
and Good Company. Plan now to attend by calling one of the nuwibers noted abovej
a respense ne latersthan Jannary 15 will be helpful in arranging seating and
serving preparations.

ONE MAN'S STORY

"Menls Stery as Told by Han¥, presented by Philip Eihert, delighted members
at the November 17th meeting of the SRDHS, From his youth in "Carville, the
Village or Outer Sunset District of San Francisco, he brought stories of the people
and their homes, activities; plezsures, tragedies, accomplishments, foibles, and
industry during the decade of the 20!'s, Mr. Elhert, a member of the local socisty,
teaches in Sacramento and is the past president of the Sacramento Historical
Society, : C - : ' '

In the business meeting a report by the nominating committee suggested officer
positions for the coming year; plens for the amusl dinner were anmouniced, and
complinents were extended to those who faithfully staffed the miseum, A display
of books containing rare pictures of the enrly Delta were gwallable following the
meeting and drew many points of additional information from members, Refreshments
were provided by Chaimrman Adice Juicl. el crumitbtes mewmbers Millie Hikule, Isabell

Wilson, snd Dalsy Herwin,. : »
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DID YOU KNOW

From "Sacramento, A kini Hisbory™ oy Lou
and Phyllis Zauner come the following
notess

During the flanboyant years of the
Gold Sush, there was never enough wheat
to provide bread for the advancing aray B
of prospectors, and flour becaiie prepos-=
terously speculatlve in Sacramenteo. But 7
by 1856, California was raising enough
for its own needs, and in 1573 it was the
largest wheat-producing state in the
nation, Those were the cdays when Sacra~
mente Hiver barpes, or shallow~drait
idew skimming® sbeamers, bLook the golden
grain down the river Lo the Bay, which
led to the world beyond.

But in tne 1860's Australia and Canada
began to pour theilr crops onto the world
market, and the price of wheat dropped
drastically, That's when Sacramento
farners decided to look into the profits
of raising fruits and vegetsbles. For
the small farmer it proved a wise nove,
for it was difficult for a uan owning less
than a thousand acres to coupete with the
wheat barons. whereas ralsing grain
required a $20,000 investment in land,
machinery and teams, $5,000 would produce
an orchard or vineyard to yleld at least
a moderate living, Thus began the
sprawling orchards of pluns, pears, and
peaches that proliferated Sacramento’s
outlyln& reacheg-—-

SHEHHREHEE

The first successiul commercial fruilt
cannery in Sacramento was the Capitol
Packing Coupany at Front and & Streets.
As early as 1862 they were auvertising
themselves as Ypackers of hermebﬂcqilv
sealed goods.® ln the first year of -
business, LOO wor
of fruit,. honey, asgaraaus ana sgluonuu
iyithout a single can spoiling.’

FAEHREER0E

An vnusual item of freight on the
early .steamer runs was CALS~—CONKION cats,
Rats were such a plague at the diggings
that their ¥eline eneudes sold for
twenty~-five dollars

_ O E s

{During the Gold hush era) Garbling
wasn't confined to standard ganes like
monte, faro, and fanban. in entrepreneur
in Sacramento who purchased & herc of
camels he thought wight be uselvl as
pack animals in levada, decicdeu to pick
up a little extra money by staging &
Dromedary “ace. '

Sacramentans were enchanted. Uhe
beasts were taken to a fenced oval race
track, and after heavy betbing by spec-
tators, were prodded into running.

ThHere were no jockeys.  Hach camel car~
ried a placard bearing a muber. 9

The race started out well encugh, the
~ gamels humping right along. But at the
first turn every camel elected to sink
to its kneées, Gore prodding, nore--
cussing. ‘[he camels reluctantly re-
sumed the silly race. At the second
turn they all sank to their knees once
'agaln.' ind this time no amount of
cussing or bullwhipping would wake thorl

change their minds. Arguwents over
gettlement of hets lasted Ior rears.

eirs canned hO 000 cases

- _
NOMINATIONS MADE

At the Lovember meeting of the S3RDAS
(tatsn Whitney,Chalrman, presented the
recomnencations of the Wominating Com-
withees for officers to serve for the
1931 vear. He pluced the following
siate in nowination and annouced that
further nominations frou the floor would
also be accepted. Voting will take
place at the Janvary 19, 1981, annual
weeting of the soctety. 'The proposed
1list includes

Fresident-iathie Graham

vice Presidents~Ed and Linda Dutra
decording decretary-Sarah Mings
Corresponding Secretary=-JennieSheehan
Treasurer-~Chris Giovannoni
Board hembers (81 & 62)

Carel wvan Loben Bels -

Prank Wilcox

fvonne Pylman

avbert James

Contimuing - Board. Terms (79 « 80)
“Poris Woterworth

Frances Armstrong

{larence Pratt.

Maryn whitney
Past Pregident

dudy rierwin .

It is the respon51biljtr of the
board and oificers to oversee the oper-
ationg of the Sacramento River Delta
Historical Society, including the Bal
Loy rmseun, o waxe pollcys and to
propose and feeilitate neW'progoct
which would halp to preserve the
history of tha velta.

oA sOE ek WY ST TR R

Tevruary is the month of dues and
membership renewals for the soclety.
Everyone who sends his pajywent in be-
fore notices arrive will save the
society postage. (Every little bit
certainly helpsi)

Memburshlp categories

.tueg‘l.llaro.-..--..-sb
Senior Citimens., 3
Studenteveesssssas 3
.:!'.‘_.E.!.‘P.Tlil:;r‘..Illvl!l'tc 12
SuSt&il‘lil’lguoaiio. 20
Patroilesesanesnas SO
Life....o.thDOlolSO

Checks may bhe made payable to the

followﬁ.

- SECRAMENTOC REVER ‘DELTA " HLSTORICAL, SOCIETY

and nailed mailed 1o the treasurer at
P.0. Box 293 '
kalnut Grove, CA
$5690
Ploase enclose. vour name and address.
Hew enroliments are welcoms at all
times, Hach current nember is en-
couraged to invite a .friend to jein. .

. fhe SEHDHS seeks meibers who are inter-

ested.in zathering and preserving the
history of the area and in becoming
more informed about the lore and

\personalltles of the Delta's colorful
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