Jesus transitions from the beatitudes 


to the “You are's” 



rather harshly.  

We go from a reality that leaves room for choice, 

to one that is a defined, 


set reality already.  

The beatitudes gave us an overview of what being Jesus' disciples looks like, 


and in verse 11 



transitions to focus on what life as a disciple entails.  

Verse 3-10 all have the article “the” before them 


instead of you,



 even if the english does not translate it clearly in all cases.  

But in verse 11, 


Jesus is seen no longer talking to the crowd in general, 


but to his disciples.  



Those who have committed to following Jesus.  



That Jesus is their Lord, 




their Master.  

If any of that sounds familiar, 


it is probably because 



if you have ever become a member of a church, 



you were asked to proclaim Jesus as your Lord.  




As your Master.  


Verse 11's persecution is what you should expect, 



because it was what the prophets experienced 




when it challenged the world's ways.

When we reach our text in verse 13, 


Jesus comes out and blatantly tells us who we are right now.  



“You are the salt of the earth.”  


And then again in verse 14, 



“You are the light of the world.”  

The present, 

active, 

indicative case of the verb “Are” 


indicates a statement of fact right now, 


occurring in actual time.  



You are the performer of the action right now.  




You will not someday be, 




or possibly could become, 




or even should become the salt of the earth 





or light of the world.  



You are the salt of the earth 



and light of the world.  




You did not have to go through a course, 




get a certification, 




log so many hours, 




read so many chapters of scripture, 



no, 




you are the salt and light right now, 





because you are Jesus' people.  



Jesus called you, 



now you are.  

Remember, 


God's economy is based upon grace, 


not works!  

If Jesus has claimed you, 


You are his!

We, like Israel, 


were brought in by God 



into what God was doing.  

God called Israel to be his people 

and told them he would be their God.  


He gave them things to do 


and ways to live 



that would make them bring out the flavor of life that God intended.  


Giving them commands to stand out as God's people 



and preserve God's ways.  


To shine light where the darkness of the world had moved in.  

Throughout the Old Testament, 


from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 


to Moses, 



God keeps up the refrain, 




“I will make you as numerous as the Stars in the Sky.”  

His people are not only to be numerous, 


but they are to be lights in the darkness 



in high numbers.  

This was Israel's calling, 

as the New Israel, 


this is  also our calling.

Our calling involves internal transformation 


and external.  

The pairing of salt and light highlights this.  


Salt is like leaven, 



it only does any good if it has time to be working internally.  




Our steaks become fabulous 




when we give them 45 minutes to let the salt work through them 




before we cook them, 




preserving and increasing the flavor.  


Salt identifies the inner condition that we need to have.  



The first four beatitudes, 




working on our spirit, 




heart, 




and head are the salt beatitudes.  


The light addresses our external actions 



like the second set of beatitudes do, 




with being merciful, 




pure in heart, 




and peacemakers.  

God's calling is not just for us to work on ourselves, 


but to show the world what these renewed lives look like, 



so that they might follow Jesus as well 



and become part of the family of God. 

Salt and light belong together 


to get all of us where we need to be.

Lisa and I incorporated this passage 


as a unique part of our wedding three years ago,



lighting the unity candle.  

As the passage was read, 


I had a science experiment in the making 



that had a 50/50 chance of failing.  

I had our unity candle, 


at the bottom of a 24 inch glass vase, 


filled with water.  

As our friend read the passage, 


Lisa and I poured salt into the vase.  

With enough salt, 


in theory, 



eventually the candle would float to the surface.  

It took a lot of salt 


and their was a little tension in the sanctuary.  

But when it did, 


we made it to the second half of the “You ares”, 



and we took two candles 




and lit the floating unity candle to symbolize that not only our lives




but our marriage was part of the calling to be light to the world.  

This symbolic act demonstrated


 that if internally you have not addressed the internal issues, 


you can not be an external light.  

These belong together.  


As the food needs Salt to last, 



so the world needs Jesus' disciples to preserve it.  


As the world needs light to function well, 



so the world needs the follower of Jesus to function fully as it should.  

Without salt and light, 


what is life?

There is also a second reality that Jesus addresses.  

The other half of the coin.


Jesus says we are the salt and light, 



but if we lose our saltiness, 




we are good for nothing 




and are thrown out.  


And that people do not light a lamp 



and then cover it up.  

But that is what Israel had done.  


They were called to be a light to the nations.  


The commands of God were to do things differently than other nations, 



this was called for 




so that they would carry themselves in a unique way 




a way that would point to their God.  


But as time progressed, 



they walked away from that calling.  




They wanted a human king like the other nations.  




They did not want to be distinct.  





Sometimes focusing on their righteousness 






and forgetting to reach out to bless the world.  





Sometimes trying to bless the world 






and forgetting about their internal condition.  

But Jesus links our sanctification together 


with our mission and evangelism.  

This means that our impact is to go beyond ourselves. 


We are not just the salt of the meal, 


or of Alaska, 



but of the whole earth.  


We are not to be lights just to ourselves, 



our family, 



or our church, 


not even just Skagway or the United States, 



but the light of the world.  

There is salt that needs to work in others lives, 

there is light that needs to be shone in the darkness that still exists in our lives, 


this community, 


and this world.  

Just as John the Baptist warned the Pharisees 


that every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down 


and thrown into the fire, 

so Jesus tells us that the salt that does not bring out the rich flavor of God on the earth 


will be tossed out.  

In the second you are, 


he gives us encouragement instead of a warning, 



lights were not made to be covered up.  


So if we are hiding our light, 



we don't understand light.  


We are to display it 



so that all can see it 



and be guided by it.  

Jesus gives us both a warning 

and an encouragement 


in regards to who we are as his disciples.  

You are the light and the salt by Jesus' work.  


But that does not mean you are done.  

Salt and light are two pieces of life that make everything better 


and able to be done.  



Unsalted chips or crackers are not much fun to eat.  



Living in the darkness severely stifles our lives.  

Without salt in our lives, 


the world wastes away faster.  



In Jesus' day, 




it was the only way of preserving meat for more than a day or two.  


Salt preserved the life giving things.  

But Jesus did not call us to just preservation, 

but to bring light to places that once were dark.  


When the light comes in and shows the sin, 



it can be dealt with and changed.  

Salt can only preserve for so long.  


If the pieces that are causing decay in the world are not removed, 



death gets takes the advantage.  

But we know that Jesus took upon himself the title, 


“light of the world.”  

He also promised that 


“whoever follows him 



will never walk in darkness, 


but have the light of life.”  

Jesus gives us this gift, 


it is not something we have to earn.  

But with any gift, 


its value is based on how we use it.  

If we decide not to use the gift, 


to not cause these gifts to bear fruit, 

then Jesus will look else where 


for those who are willing to live into what he has called them to be, 



just as he finally did with Israel.

For this work is not done for our own personal or corporate sake, 


but that the world might see our Father in heaven, 

by us blessing them, 


and that might lead them to praise our Father themselves.  

You are the salt of the earth, 


will you live into what Jesus has made you 



and preserve life 



and bring the flavor out?  

You are the light of the world, 


will you let the world see that light 



and see the places of sin that once firmly lived in darkness, 



but now are exposed 




and can be removed.  

If you don't want to be these type of people, 


you misunderstood what Jesus' followers do.  



Whatever it is that you are doing for Jesus, 




if you are not doing it as salt and light people, 



it is not useful to Jesus.  




He will throw you out into the street 





to be trampled under people's feet.  




If you are hiding the light 





you have missed the whole point of being light.  

Let us not be those people, 


but be ones who let our light shine before men, 



so that they see our good deeds 



and praise your Father in heaven 




who made you salt and light 





for the benefit of the nations and the world.

